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THE SOCIAL PILLAR OF SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

Abstract. The relevance of studying the social pillar of sustainable develop-
ment is defined. The long-term economic and social trends are revealed. The
concept “sustainable development” is characterized. The scheme description of
sustainable development and its pillars are analysed. The importance of the con-
ception of sustainable development and its general characteristics are determined.
The key principles of sustainable development are considered in the article. The
integrated role of the social pillar of sustainable development according to its eco-
nomic and environmental pillars is shown. The authors substantiate the necessity
of implementing the sustainable development strategy in Ukraine that is caused
by both internal and external factors.

The modern approach to sustainable development is the process of changing
most people’s value priorities. The following international core values of develop-
ment are declared — freedom, equality, solidarity, tolerance, respect for nature,
and joint responsibility. The national goals of sustainable development are based
on political, economic, social, environmental, moral, and cultural values that are
characteristic for Ukrainian society. They define the focus of the strategy on the
concern for the common good and protection of Ukrainian national interests.

The list of vectors, revealed in Strategy on Sustainable Development “Ukraine —
2020”, is presented. It is emphasized that strategic goal of sustainable develop-
ment of Ukraine is based on dealing with national interests and fulfilling interna-
tional obligations of Ukraine regarding the transition to sustainable development.

The necessity of pre-university education in the context of sustainable devel-
opment is proved. It is emphasized that the key goal of the education in the 21
century is to develop thinking that is aimed at sustainable future and appropriate
life values and priorities. The importance of cutting-edge education of sustain-
able development is characterized. Moreover, sustainable development is centered
around a person, improving the quality of his/her life in favourable social and eco-
nomic environment, as well as in clean environment.

Keywords: sustainable development, strategy, social pillar, economic pillar, en-
vironmental pillar, national goals, national interests, social capital.

COHIAJIbHA CRJAJTOBA CTAJIOTO PO3BUTKY

Amnoraniga. BusnaueHo akTyaJgbHICTh HOCTIZKEHHS COIIATBHOI CKITQI0BOI CTa-
JIOTO PO3BUTKY. HaBemeHO MOBroCTpPOKOBI €KOHOMIUHI Ta COIia/bHI TEH/IEHIIII.
CxapakTepr30BaHo MOHATTS “CTAaJOTO PO3BUTKY . 3alTPOTIOHOBAHO CXEMATUIHUI
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BUTJISIJT CTAJIOTO PO3BUTKY Ta HOTO CKJIaM0BUX. BU3HAYEHO Ba)KJIMBICTH KOHIIETI-
Iii cTajIoro Po3BUTKY Ta HOro 3arajibHi MpobsieMu. PO3IJIsSTHYTO KIIFOYOBI MpHH-
IUTIA CTAJIOTO PO3BUTKY. BU3HAUEHO TOMOBHI 11iJ1i cTasmoro po3BuTKy. OKpecyieHo
IHTErpyI0Uy POJib COMIAIBHOI CKIAI0BOI CTAIIOTO PO3BUTKY M10/I0 EKOHOMIYHOI Ta
eKoJIoriuHoi ckyIagoBux. OOTPYyHTOBAHO HEOOXiAHICTh BIIPOBA/KEHHSI B YKpa-
iHI cTpaTerii CTaJoro0 PO3BUTKY, 3yMOBJIEHI YMHHUKAMU K BHYTPIITHBOTO, TaK i
30BHIIITHBOTO XapaKTePY.

CyuacHuii niepexiji 10 CTaJoro PO3BUTKY — IIe MPOoIlec 3MiHU IIHHICHUX Opi-
eHraliii Oaratbox Jrojell. BusHaHuMM MiKHapPOAHUMU (DYHIAMEHTATBHUMU
I[IHHOCTSIMU PO3BUTKY € cB00O/Ia, PIBHICTB, COJIZIAPHICTD, TOJEPAHTHICTH, MOBA-
ra Jio IPUPOJIH, CIiIbHA BiATOBia/bHICTh. HallioHa/bHI 11iJIi CTAlIOro PO3BUTKY
6a3yroThCsl Ha TOJITUYHNX, EKOHOMIYHUX, COIIAIbHUX, €KOJIOTTYHUX, MOPATbHUX
1 KyJIBTYPHUX I[IHHOCTSIX, BJACTUBUX YKPAiHChKOMY CyCHiJbCTBY. BoHU Bu3Ha-
YaloTh CIIPSIMOBAHICTD cTpaTerii Ha TYpOOTY PO CIiijibHe 6J1aro Ta 3aXUCT HAIlio-
HaJIBHUX 1HTEPECIB YKpaiHM.

Buxnaneno mnepesik BekTOpiB, BuzHaueHnx y Crparerii cTajoro poO3BUT-
Ky “Yrpaina—2020”. IligkpecsieHo, o crpaTeriyie 6adyeHHs CTaJOr0 PO3BUTKY
YkpaiHu IPyHTYEThCsI Ha 3abe3ledyeHHi HalliOHAJIbHUX IHTEPECiB Ta BUKOHAHHI
MizKHAPOHUX 3000B’s13aHb YKPaiHU II0/I0 TEPEXO/IY /10 CTAJIOTO PO3BUTKY.

3aszHaueHo HeoOXiHICTh TOBUIITIBCHKOI OCBITH Y KOHTEKCTI CTAJIOr0 PO3BUTKY.
[Tinkpecsieno, 1o kiIt040Be 3aBAaHHS OCBITH y X X1 CTOJITTI — PO3BUTOK MUCJIEH-
Hs1, OPIEHTOBAHOTO Ha CTasie MallOyTHE Ta Bi/IOBIIHI JKUTTEBI IIIHHOCTI 1 TpiopuTe-
TH, Ta CXapaKTEPU30BaHO BAKJINBICTh BUMIEPEKAIOUO] OCBITH CTAJIOTO PO3BUTKY.
Crammmit po3BUTOK OPIEHTOBAHUM HacaMIIepe;] Ha JIIOJIMHY Ta MOJIIIIEHHS SIKOCTI
i1 JKUTTS Y CIPUSATINBOMY COTIATbHO-eKOHOMIYHOMY CEPEIOBUIIlI Ta €KOJOTTUHO
YUCTOMY TTPUPOHOMY JIOBKIJITI.

KirouoBi cioBa: exoJsioriuHa CKJaj0Ba, €KOHOMIYHA CKJIa[0Ba, HaI[lOHAIbHI
1IiJ1i, HaIlOHAJIBHUM iHTepec, colliajbHa CKJIAJ0BA, COIaJbHUI KaIliTas, CTaJIni
PO3BUTOK, CTPATETis.

COITUAJIbHAAL COCTABJISIONIAS YCTOMUYNBOIO PA3BUTUS

Annoramusa. OnpejiesieHa aKTyaJIbHOCTb MCCIE/IOBAHUS COIUATBHON COCTaB-
JISIONIEN yeToiunBoro pa3suTus. [IpuBenens! 10aT0CpOUHbIe 9KOHOMUYECKHE 1
conmasbHble TeHaeHnn. OXapakTepru30BaHO MOHATHE “YCTONYMBOE Pa3BUTHE”.
[Tpensiosken cxeMaTHUeCKUI BUJI YCTOWYMBOTO Pa3BUTHUSI U €TO COCTABJISIONINX.
Ornpe/iesieHbl BaKHOCTH KOHIIEIIIUU YCTOWYNBOTO Pa3BUTHS U €ro 00IIHe Tpo-
6s1emMbl. PaccMOTpPEHBI KITFOUY€EBbIE TPUHITUAIIBI YCTOWYNBOTO pa3BuTHsi. QuepueHbl
rJIaBHBIE TIeJIM YCTOWYMBOTO pa3BuTHs. [lokazana mHTErpupyomas poJb COIu-
AJTBHON COCTABJIAIONIEH YCTONYMBOTO Pa3BUTHUS C 9KOHOMUYECKOH U 9KOJIOTHYe-
ckoii coctapJstonmux. O6ocHOBaHAa HEOOXOIUMOCTD BHEIPEHNUST B YKpanHe CTpa-
TErnu yCTOMYMBOTO Pa3BUTHs, 00YCJIOBIeHHAST (haKTOPaMU KaK BHYTPEHHETO, TaK
Y BHEIIHETO XapaKTepa.

CoBpeMeHHBIII 1Tepexo/l K yCTOHUYNBOMY Pa3BUTUIO — JTO TIPOIIECC UBMEHEHUST
IIEHHOCTHBIX OPHMEHTAINii MHOTMX Jiofieil. [IpusHaHHBIMM MeK/TyHAPOIHBIMU
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(byHIaMeHTaIbHBIMU TIEHHOCTSIMK Pa3BUTHI €CTh CBO0O/Ia, PABEHCTBO, COJIUIAP-
HOCTb, TEPIIMMOCTb, YBasKEHUE K IIPUPOJIE, 00Iast OTBETCTBEeHHOCTh. Harmonasb-
HbIE 11T YCTOWYMBOTO Pa3BUTHs GA3UPYIOTCS HA MOJUTUYECKUX, IKOHOMUYE-
CKUX, COIMATIBHBIX, 9KOJOTUIECKIX, HPABCTBEHHBIX U KYJIBTYPHBIX 1TEHHOCTSX,
HPUCYIINX YKpanHcKoMy o6rectBy. OHU ONMpPEIEsSIIOT HallPaBJIeHHOCTh CTpaTe-
ruu Ha 3a00Ty 00 00111eM OJiare U 3alUTe HAIIMOHAIBHBIX HHTEPECOB YKPAWHBL.

WN3nosxen nepedenb BEKTOPOB, oripeiesieHHbIX B CTpaTternut yCTONYnBOro pas-
Butus “Yrpanna — 2020”. [loguepkHyTO, 4TO CTpaTernyecKoe BUeHNE YCTONIN-
BOTO PasBUTHs YKPaWHbI OCHOBBIBA€TCsI Ha 00eCTieYeHN I HAIIMOHAIbHBIX WHTE-
PECOB U BBIMOJHEHUN MEKIYHAPOAHBIX 00513aTeIbCTB YKPAauHbI OTHOCUTEIBHO
nepexo/ia K yCTOMIYNBOMY Pa3BUTHUIO.

YkazaHa HeoOXOIMMOCTb JOBY30BCKOTO 00pa30BaHMsS B KOHTEKCTE YCTOI-
YMBOTO pasBuTHs. [log4epKHYTO, YTO KJIOYeBas 3ajada oOpasoBanust B XXI
BEKe — Pas3BUTHE MBIILIECHNS, OPUEHTHPOBAHHOTO Ha YCTOWYMBOE Oy/yliee u
COOTBETCTBYIOIINE KU3HEHHbIE TIEHHOCTU W TIPUOPUTETHI, U OXapaKTePU30BaHa
Ba)KHOCTh OTIepesKafoliero o0pasoBaHusl yCTOMYMBOrO passuTusi. Kpome Toro,
YCTONYMBOE Pa3BUTHE OPUEHTUPOBAHO TIPEXK/IE BCETO HA YeJIOBEKA U YJIyUIlleHUe
KavyecTBa ero JKU3HU B 6JIarONPUSITHON COIMATBLHO-9KOHOMUYECKON Cpeie 1 9KO-

JIOTUYECKU YUCTOW MTPUPOJITHON Cpeie.

KmoueBble cioBa: sKoI0rnuecKast COCTaBJIAIOIasA, 9KOHOMHNYECKasA COCTaBJIA-
onrad, HalluOHaJIbHbIE I1€JIU, Ha]_II/IOHa.HbHHﬁ HWHTEPEC, CollnajibHasd COCTaBJIAIO-
a4, COHI/Ia_HbeII;'I KalimTaJi, YCTOfIqHBOC pa3BUTHE, CTPpaTErUA.

Problem statement. The implemen-
tation of the social pillar of sustainable
development takes place while fulfill-
ing the tasks and functions of combin-
ing economic and environmental pillars
if the conditions for enhancing every
citizen’s role and the whole society as a
subject of this process are present.

Analysis of recent studies and pub-
lications on reserch issues. The issues
of the social pillar of sustainable deve-
lopment are studied by the authors,
such as T. Dillick, M. Keimer, D. Mead-
ows, M. Porter, K. Hockerts et al.

The research is relevant as nowadays
the ideas of creating the values accep-
ted by everyone, corporative sustaina-
bility, and sustainable development are
getting greater support. These ideas are
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considered to be the possible guidelines
for both the development of the society
and activities of business organizations.

Purpose of the article is to sub-
stantiate the implementation of the
sustainable development strategy in
Ukraine.

Presentation of the main material
of reserch. In recent years, the concept
of sustainable development is getting
more and more popular. As American
researchers T. Dillick and K. Hockerts,
who are engaged in the research of this
subject area, have pointed out “sustain-
ability has changed into a mantra of the
21% century” [1]. The growing inter-
est in the phenomenon of sustainable
development is confirmed by creating
international initiatives, establishing




international and national research
centers, discussing the problem of sus-
tainable development at sites of leading
world forums, increasing the number of
publications on the issues of sustaina-
ble development, sustainable economic
growth, and corporative sustainability.
To prove these statements, we can give
the materials of International Forum
“RIO + 207, which was held in 2012.
One of the main issues of the forum was
the corporative sustainability.

The relevance of the research and
wide discussion of the problems of sus-
tainable development are connected to
a great number of causes, which have
cognitive, theoretical, and practical na-
ture, and to building a number of long-
term economic and social trends. First
of all, it is about the search for economic
model, which is alternative for the neo-
liberal model of capitalism that has been
developed by the beginning of the 21+
century in many economically devel-
oped countries. This model is based on
postulates of neoclassical guideline of
economic theory whose representatives
study economical thinking, economic
growth, competitiveness and orienta-
tion of economic activities to achieving
short-term results that are materialized
through incomes and qualities of main
imperatives of economic development.
At the same time, nowadays the ideas of
creating “common values (accepted by
everyone)”, corporative sustainability,
and sustainable development are get-
ting more support. Also, these ideas are
regarded as possible guidelines for de-
veloping both the society and business
organisation activities.

At present time there is a wide range
of approaches to defining the essence
of this phenomenon and the content

of appropriate issue which prove the
lack of generally accepted integrated
concept of sustainable development.
One of the most popular experts in this
area D. Meadows admitted: “We don’t
know what the sustainable develop-
ment is, but we understand what it isn’t
like. Pointless energy consumption is
not sustainable development. Cutting
down the forests and destruction of
soil cover are not either. Most people
regard sustainable development as a
certain end point in the development of
the society. As soon as we reach this end
point, all the environmental problems
will automatically disappear. T think
the sustainable development is not the
ultimate goal, but it is how we move to-
ward this goal” [2].

Among the main problems of sus-
tainable development there is an is-
sue of exhaustion of resources that is
caused by increasing the needs on the
basis of limited resources and, as a re-
sult, the problem of limited model of
economic growth, which economically
developed world countries follow, has
arisen. It is not accidental that the first
report devoted to the issues of sustain-
able development was prepared by Ro-
man Club in 1972 and was called “The
Limits of Growth”. The emergence of
the concept of sustainable develop-
ment is associated with the awareness
of the fact that society is at the brink of
the global crisis that can be caused by
consuming the resources and grow-
ing pressure on the biosphere which
is resulted from people’s economic ac-
tivities, as well as the awareness of the
necessity to build another model of
economic growth which is based on the
principles of sustainable development
and well-balanced development.

109




We consider the model of sustain-
able development (Figure).

The orientation to sustainable de-
velopment sets the coordinate system
and results in the behavioral rules of
economic activity subjects and appro-
priate restrictions:

— balanced economic growth, im-
proving its quality and effectiveness;

— transition to the green model of
economic growth that implies applying
the ecological safety aspects, optimiz-
ing the environmental burden, and ra-
tional consuming of the resources;

— providing the optimal amount of
profits and expenses (taking into con-

sideration the transforming of the ex-
ternal effect into internal one and the
transition to accounting complete and
real production costs);

— fair competition;

— responsible consumption;

— focus on achieving the long-term
goals and realization of long-term inter-
ests of the society (improving the life
quality with simultaneous preservation
of environmental viability);

— achieving more social justice;

— implementing socially responsible
model of running business.

We should regard the principles of
balance and involving interested parties

POLITICAL LEGAL SPIRITUAL
PILLAR PILLAR PILLAR
ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENTAL
PILLAR PILLAR
SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT i
SOCIAL PILLAR
A
A 4

Living
standart

Level of population literacy
(expected duration of
cducation)

Life

expectancy
(evaluation of
longevity)

Sustainable development and its pillars
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as the key principles of sustainable de-
velopment. The realization of the prin-
ciple of balance assumes the balance of
economic, environmental and social
aspects of development; the interests of
present and future generations, differ-
ent interested parties, society and cor-
porations; balanced economic growth.
For its part, balanced economic growth
ensures the steady growth rate that is
accompanied with the activities for pre-
serving the environment, decreasing its
burden, increasing the level and qua-
lity of life, and achieving more social
justice. The involvement of interested
parties can be described as the orienta-
tion of the development to meeting the
needs, demands and expectations of the
society which is represented by a broad
circle of interested parties (the popu-
lation of the country, various social
groups and categories).

The social pillar of sustainable deve-
lopment implies the meaning of results
framework, as it is centered around a
person as a subject and the aim of this
development. Implementing the pro-
cesses of sustainable development sup-
ports the active role of a person as a
participant of social and economic ac-
tivities and it directly concerns its so-
cial pillar. The main goals of sustainable
development, while studying its social
pillar, is to achieve those life standards,
including the environmental impacts
accepted for human existence, that are
claimed to be normal for this society.
However, as the experience of practi-
cal activities proves, the appropriate
implementation of the goals appears
to be impossible without involving
the citizens into making and accept-
ing the certain decisions at the level of
authorities. The forms of participation

are various, but the main of them are
the elections according to established
democratic procedure and activities in
non-governmental social organizations
for performing the social initiatives, as
well as they can have the form of social
control over authorities” actions.

The influence of the society on au-
thorities by elections for ensuring the
social aspects of sustainable develop-
ment is achieved if the issues of taxation
and spending state budget funds are
central for electors. The establishment
of certain institutional frameworks for
environmental protection events, in-
cluding the compensation of damages
caused in the process of environmen-
tal activities, are essential as well. So
the understanding of sustainable deve-
lopment in the context of social pillar
should definitely include the presence
of the direct and indirect opportunity
for every citizen to participate actively
in the processes that directly concern
his or her everyday life, involving the
participation in making and accepting
certain authority decisions and control
over their fulfilling.

Thus, completing the missions of
sustainable development, which are
posed from the standpoints of both eco-
nomic and environmental pillars, occurs
through the complete implementation
of all the aspects of realized social pillar
of socio-economic and socio-political
life. Due to this, the enhancement of
human factor takes place. Everything
mentioned above is the main point in
implementing the processes of sustaina-
ble development. That is why there are
strong arguments for finding the inte-
grated role of social pillar of sustainable
development regarding economic and
environmental pillars. The social pillar
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supports the interaction of economic
and ecological aspects in appropriate
processes.

Implementing the social pillar of sus-
tainable development while completing
the missions of combining economic
and ecological aspects takes place un-
der the condition of increasing the role
of every citizen and the society in ge-
neral as a subject of this process. These
conditions support the developed civil
society whose main sign is a high level
of citizens’ self-organization based on
the mutual trust and tolerance. The
self-organization causes the broad in-
volvement in social and political activi-
ties, aimed at influencing the authori-
ties and the content of the decisions.

The economic interpretation of civil
society should be regarded as a catego-
ry of social capital that is thought to
exist in the society potential of mutual
trust and assistance which is rationally
developed in interpersonal area whose
amount could be measured with the in-
dex of public trust and citizens’ partici-
pation in public associations. Existed at
present time in Ukraine, the public si-
tuation is characterized by the citizens’
weak voluntary activities, low levels of
the trust between them and tolerance
in interpersonal relations. The above
shows that there isn’t strong social
capital in the country, so the developed
public society is lacking.

All above doesn’t allow to support
the solution of urgent problems to the
fullest extent that should take place in
the context of social pillar of sustainable
development and doesn’t contribute to
achieving the appropriate realization
of its missions. Encouraging these pro-
cesses, which contribute to improving
other components that integrate the
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role of social pillar of sustainable de-
velopment and serve for their optimum
implementation, is prospective.

So the necessity of implementation
of Sustainable Development Strategy
in Ukraine is caused by factors of both
internal and external nature:

— in Ukraine as a result of the long-
term domination of resource- and en-
ergy-intensive areas and technologies,
raw export orientation and excessive
concentration of production in indus-
trial regions, such a structure of manag-
ing development was built that is inef-
ficient and ecologically dangerous;

— the level of economic development
and population well-being doesn’t meet
the natural, scientific and technical,
agricultural and industrial potential of
Ukraine, qualification-educational level
of population, socio-historic and cul-
tural tradition of Ukrainian population;

— Ukraine has the sustainable deve-
lopment obligations that are defined by
strategic documents of UN;

— the basis for implementing the
innovative changes in Ukraine to
promote sustainable development is
EU-Ukraine Association Agreement;

— the goals and targets of sustaina-
ble development are not fully described
in developed and adopted strategic na-
tion-wide, sectoral, and regional docu-
ments;

— Ukrainian scientists have pre-
pared the scientific justification of
transition of Ukraine to sustainable
development, as well as the appropriate
public support for this process has been
developed.

The transition to sustainable de-
velopment is a process of changing
the value priorities of many people.
Fundamental values of development,




which are accepted internationally, are
freedom, equality, solidarity, tolerance,
respect for nature, and joint responsi-
bility. The national goals of sustainable
development are based on the political,
economic, social, environmental, moral
and cultural values, which are charac-
teristic for Ukrainian society. They de-
fine the orientation of the strategy to
the joint well-being and protection of
national interest of Ukraine.

The vectors that are defined in
Sustainable Development Strategy
“Ukraine — 2020” are the following:

* the vector of development — pro-
viding the sustainable development of
the country, implementing the struc-
tural reforms, enhancing the economic
growth in environmentally sustainable
way, and building the favorable condi-
tions for conducting economic activity;

* the vector of safety — providing
the safety of state, business and citizens,
the investment securities and private
property; providing peace and border
protection, fair and impartial justice,
urgent purges of authorities at all le-
vels and ensuring the implementation of
effective anti-corruption mechanisms.
The priority is to support life safety and
health of a person, which are impossi-
ble without effective system of public
health protection, providing proper
medical services, protecting socially
vulnerable groups of the population,
the safe environment, and ensuring an
access to clean drinking water, sanita-
tion, safe and qualitative foodstuff, and
industrial goods;

* the vector of responsibility — pro-
viding the guarantees for every citizen,
regardless of the race, skin colour, poli-
tical, religious and other beliefs, sex,
ethnic and social origin, wealth, resi-

dence, language and other characteris-
tics, having access to the quality edu-
cation, health care system and other
services in the state and private sector;

* the vector of pride — providing
mutual respect and tolerance in the so-
ciety, pride for one’s own state, its his-
tory, culture, science, and sport.

The strategic view of sustainable
development of Ukraine is based on
supporting the national interests and
fulfilling the obligations of Ukraine
that assume the transitions to sustain-
able development. This development
implies:

— dealing with imbalance with eco-
nomic, social and ecological spheres;

— transforming the economic ac-
tivities and transitions based on “green
economics”;

— building peaceful, safe, and so-
cially cohesive society with appropriate
governing and inclusive institutions;

— supporting the partner interaction
of government authorities, local self-
government bodies, business, science,
and civil society organizations;

— full employment of population;

— high level of science, education
(modernization and development of
education which should gain continu-
ing character, flexibly react to all the
processes which take place both in Uk-
raine and in the world) and health care;

— keeping the environment in an ap-
propriate state which provides qualita-
tive life and well-being for present and
future generations;

— decentralizing and implementing
regional policy which include harmo-
nious combination of national and re-
gional interests;

— preserving national culture values
and traditions.
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Innovative direction of develop-
ment is determined in Strategy as it is
based on an active use of knowledge
and scientific achievements, stimulat-
ing the innovative activities, creating
the favourable investment climate, up-
grading the production funds, develop-
ing high-tech activities and branches of
economics, increasing energy efficiency
in production processes, based on at-
tracting investment for using renew-
able energy sources and for providing
environmentally safe production and
“green” technologies.

The economic growth is connected
not to exploiting the natural resources,
but to the wide use of models of “green”
economics. The waste accumulated
in the past are gradually recycled and
utilized. This results in reduction and
elimination of a significant amount of
landfills. The export causes the transi-
tion from raw materials and products
of primary processing to the predomi-
nance of the products with the high
level of added value.

Due to the actions for energy sav-
ing and implementing energy efficient
practices, the energy intensity of the
gross domestic product decreases. The
part of producing environmentally
clean energy grows steadily, displacing
primarily the traditional carbon tech-
nology. This gives an opportunity to
reduce the emission of greenhouse gas
and other pollutants into the atmos-
phere to the certain extend, as well as
this contributes to counteracting the
climate change. These things also con-
tribute to improving the environmental
quality and population health.

The strategic direction of the sus-
tainable development of Ukraine is
upgrading the education. The develop-
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ment of thinking, which is aimed at the
sustainable future and appropriate life
values and priorities, is the key task of
the education in the 21 century. The
education for the sustainable develop-
ment is based on the concept of the sus-
tainable development which meets the
present time needs and doesn’t jeop-
ardize the future generations’ oppor-
tunities to meet their own needs. The
development is necessary for meeting
the people’s needs and improving the
quality of their life [6].

The education for the sustainable
development lasts throughout life and
includes all the levels and categories of
the education and learning: pre-school
education, secondary education, pre-
university education, higher education,
retraining, requalification and intern-
ship.

The main directions of the educa-
tion development for the sustainable
development are the reorientation of
the present education at all the levels
of solving problems of the sustainable
development and training specialists.
The main component of the education
is future career choosing — pre-univer-
sity training of the youth. In particular,
the pre-university training is an impor-
tant level for choosing the career by the
youth as it is one of the most important
choice in life [6].

What exactly does pre-university
training imply? The grounded coverage
of the category of pre-university educa-
tion is presented in the scientific works
of E. Fatieieva. The scientist thinks
“pre-university education is both the
process and the result of mastering
the system of scientific knowledge and
cognitive skills by trainees. Based on
these things, the pre-university educa-




tion implies developing the outlook,
moral and other individual and psychic
qualities of a person, developing his or
her creative abilities and skills in edu-
cational and information environment
of pre-university training center” [9,
p. 17]. The scientist N. Fedorova claims
that “pre-university training is not only
the step to gaining the higher educa-
tion, but also the important stage in a
young person’s life on the way to gain-
ing the profession and further develop-
ment of a personality” [8, p. 73].

The components of the education
content for the sustainable develop-
ment, as K. Nikolaiev asserts, are: life
standard, social justice and equality;
preserving diversity — cultural, social,
and biological; development in the
networks of reproducing ecosystems;
interconnection: in society, econom-
ics, and environment; awareness of the
responsibility for future generations;
civil position; citizens’ rights and obli-
gations; future generations’ needs and
rights for the environment [6].

Thus, improving the education qua-
lity should be focused on supporting
the economic growth of the state and
solving the social problems of the soci-
ety, further learning and a personality’s
development. The education for the
sustainable development is becoming
the process of learning how to make de-
cisions that are necessary for support-
ing long-term future of economics, en-
vironment, and social justice.

Conclusions and prospects of fur-
ther research. Thus, the sustainable
development is aimed at a person and
improving the quality of his or her life
in favourable social and economic envi-
ronment and ecologically clear, healthy,
and various environment. The continu-

ing education supports the creative at-
titude of a person to his or her work.
The high level of human potential
should support the country’s competi-
tiveness in the future.
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