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HEROIC MYTH IN THE SECURITY ASPECT
OF TRANSFORMATION OF UKRAINIAN SOCIETY:
THE “IMAGINER” APPROACH OF G. DURAND

Abstract. The article is dedicated to analysis heroic myths in the security as-
pects of modern Ukrainian society.

The current international security situation is characterized by profound
changes which are primarily related to the intensification of integration process-
es at the global and regional levels. Globalization processes have imprinted all
spheres of world civilization, in particular defense and security. Today, globaliza-
tion processes have a decisive influence on international, regional and national
security systems and carry a number of emerging threats along with new oppor-
tunities. Ukraine is no exception in this situation.

The study of social structures and social processes using double hermeneu-
tics in the “logos/mythos” paradigm, proposed by G. Durand, significantly ex-
pands the interpretive, semantic and prognostic capabilities of scientific research,
including in the aspect of analysis, prediction and design of social structures of
Ukrainian society. The study of the structures of the collective unconscious al-
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lows us to explain a number of processes at the stage of the transition of society
to new social forms.

Myth is the first level of imagination structuring; it can gain energy and wear
out. This, on the one hand, is a component of the collective unconscious, and at
the same time something that lends itself to reflection and awareness.

As dynamic equilibrium is mainly suspended in transitional society, myths
always accompany this sphere. The political myth may contain a mystified and
distorted image of a specific political and economic situation, not correspond to
reality. Thanks to this, image carriers can be idealized or disqualified.

The transformation and transition of Ukrainian society is complicated by the
long non-formation of the political culture of the democratic and national-con-
scious character of the population of the whole of Ukraine, but at the present
stage we can state the trend of accelerated movement of society in a given direc-
tion.

Keywords: heroic myth, transformation of society, the “imaginer” approach of
G. Durand, public management, public security.

TEPOTYHI MI®U ¥V BE3NEKOBOMY ACIIEKTI TPAHC®OPMAIII
VYKPATHCBKOTO CYCHIJIBCTBA: IIJAXIJ “IMAKUHEPA”
/K. JIOPAHA

Anoranis. [TpoanasizoBaHo repoiuti Miu y KOHTEKCTI GE3IIEKOBOIO Cydyac-
HOTO eTally PO3BUTKY YKPaiHCHKOTO CYCIIiJIbCTBA.

CyuacHa cutyaitist y cdepi MizKHapoIHOT Ge3IeKr XapaKTepU3y€eThest Tb0-
KUMU 3MiHAMU, TTOB’SI3aHUMU, HacaMIlepe]l, 3 aKTUBI3aIli€l0 iHTerpaiiHuX mpo-
1eciB Ha r706aabHOMY 1 perioHasbHOMYy piBHsX. [Tporecu riobasisanii Haka-
JI BiZOUTOK Ha Bci cdepu cBiTOBOI mMBiisallii, 30KkpeMa 060poHU Il Ge3MEeKu.
CyuacHi riiobasisaliiiti mporecu MaloTh BU3HAYaIbHUI BIUIMB Ha MiXKHAPOHY,
perioHabHi i HalliOHAJIBbHY crcTeMU Oe3MeKn Ta HecyTh y co0i MOPsiL i3 HOBUMMU
MOKJIMBOCTAMU HU3KY HOBiTHiX 3arpo3. YKpaiHa B 1liif cuTyallii He € BUHSATKOM.

[Hocaifzkennd colialbHUX CTPYKTYP i COIiaJIbHUX TIPOIIECiB 3a JIOTIOMO-
rOI0 TOJIBITHOT TepMEHEBTUKHU B MapajurMi “joroc/micdoc”, 1Mo 3ampornoHyBas
JK. [TtopaH, icTOTHO PO3MIMPIOE iHTEPIPeTalliliHi, CeMaHTUYHI Ta TTPOTHOCTUYHI
MOSKJIMBOCTI HAYKOBUX JIOCJiJKEHb, Y TOMY YWCJi B aCIIeKTi aHaJi3y, IIPOTHO-
3yBaHHS Ta KOHCTPYIOBAHHS COLiaJIbHUX CTPYKTYP YKPaiHCHKOTO CYCIIiJIbCTBA.
BuByennsa cTpyKTyp KOJEKTMBHOIO HECBiJJOMOIO /1IaCTh 3MOTY IOSICHUTHA HU3KY
MPOTIECiB Ha eTarti Mmepexo;Iy CyCHiJbCTBA /10 HOBUX COIIaIbHUX (hOPM.

Harousotieno, 1o Mi( € neprimm piBHeM CTPYKTypyBaHHs ysiBU. Bin Moxke Ha-
Gupatucs eneprieto i sHommyBatucs. 1le, 3 01HOro 60Ky, KOMIOHEHT KOJIEKTHBHOTO
HECBiJIOMOTO, 3 IPYrOro — 110 MiJIA€THCS OCMUCIEHHIO Ta YCBiZIOMJIEHHIO.

OCKiJIbKY B MEPEXiJIHUX CYCIIJIbCTBAX iCHYE 3/1e0iIbIIOro JUHaMiYHa PiBHO-
Bara, Michu 3aBK/I1 CyTTPOBO/LKYIOTH 1110 chepy. [lomitnunnii mich Mmoxke micTuTn
MicTudiKOBaHUI i CIIOTBOPEHUI 0Opa3 KOHKPETHOI MMOJIiTHKO-€KOHOMIYHOI CH-
Tyallii, 10 He BifimoBigaTHMe AilficHOCTI. 3aBASKHU 1[bOMY HOCii 06pa3iB MOKYTb
izeanizyBaTucs aGo AMCKBaTi(hiKyBaTUCS.
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TpancdopmartiliticTb, mepexiHicTh YKPATHCBKOTO CYCILJIBCTBA YCKJIAIHIO-
€THCS TPUBAJIOK HEC(HOPMOBAHICTIO MOTITUIHOI KyJIbTYPH JIEMOKPATUYHOTO Ta
HaIliOHAJIBHO-CBiZIOMOTO XapaKTepy HacesJeHHs Bciel YKpaiHu, ojflHaK Ha cydac-
HOMY eTalli MOKHa KOHCTaTyBaTH TeH/IEHINI0 TPUCKOPEHOT0 PyXY CYCITiJILCTBA Y
3a/laHOMY HaIpsMi.

Kmo4osi cioBa: repoiunuii mid, Tpanchopmaltisi cycnisibeTBa, miaxia “ima-
sxurepa” JK. [lropana, myGstiune yrpasiinHs, myOsiuna Gesmexa.

TEPOMYECKHUE MU®bI B BESOIIACHOM ACIIEKTE
TPAHCOOPMAIIMN YKPAMHCKOI'O OBIIIECTBA:
INOAXO0/J “UMAKHNHEPA” K. JIIOPAHA

Annoranus. [TpoananusanpoBanbl repondeckrie MUGbbI B KOHTEKCTe Oe301mac-
HOCTH COBPEMEHHOTO 9Tara Pa3sBUTHs YKPAMHCKOTO OOIIECTBA.

CoBpemenHast cutyaisi B chepe MeKIyHapOIHOM Ge301MacCHOCTH XapaKTepu-
3yercst TIIyOOKUME U3MEHEHUSIMU, CBSI3aHHBIMU, ITPESKIIE BCETO, ¢ aKTHBU3AIHeEN
MHTErPAIMOHHbBIX TPOIECCOB Ha IMI06ATLHOM M PErMOHATLHOM ypoBHsX. [Iporec-
ChI TI00ATM3AINT HAJIOKUJIA OTIIEYAaTOK HA BCE ACTIEKThI MUPOBOIT IIUBUJIU3AIHH,
B 4acTHOCTH 000pOoHBI U Ge3onacHocTH. CerofiHst ro0aM3anOHHbIe MTPOIECCHI
UMEIOT OOJIBINOE BIVMSTHIE Ha MEXK/IYHAPOAHYIO, PETHOHAJIBHbIE U HAIMOHATIBHYIO
crcTeMbl 6E30MTaCHOCTH U HeCYT B cehe HOBBIE BOBMOKHOCTHU U PSi/l HOBEHIIHX yT-
PO3. YKpauHa B 9TO CUTyallK He SIBJIIeTCS NCKITIOYEHUEM.

WccnenoBanue conmuasbHbIX CTPYKTYP U COITUATIBHBIX TIPOIIECCOB C TIOMOIIIBIO
JIBOITHOI TepMEHEBTUKHM B Tapajurme “joroc/mMugoc”, KOTOPBIA TPeJIOKIT
7K. [lopan, 1 cyIecTBeHHO paciupsieT MHTEPIPETAMOHHbIE, CEMAaHTUYECKUE 1
IIPOTHOCTUYECKUE BO3MOKHOCTH HAYYHBIX CCJIE/IOBAHNUI, B TOM YHCJIE B aCIIeKTe
aHaJIM3a, TPOrHO3UPOBAHMS ¥ KOHCTPYHNPOBAHUS COITMAJIbHBIX CTPYKTYP YKPauH-
ckoro obriectBa. V3ydenne CTPyKTYp KOJJIEKTUBHOTO GECCO3HATEILHOTO TTI03BO-
JisieT OOBSICHUTD PSiZL TIPOIECCOB Ha ATalle Tiepexojia 00IecTBa K HOBBIM COIHATb-
HbIM (hopMam.

OTr™meueHo, 4To Mu( SIBJISIETCST IEPBBIM YPOBHEM CTPYKTYPUPOBaHMs BOOOPa-
skenust. OH MOKeT HaOUPAThCsT SHEPTUEH U U3HANIUBATHCS. ITO, C OMHOI CTOPO-
HbI, KOMITOHEHT KOJUIEKTUBHOTO GECCO3HATENHHOTO, ¢ APYTOH — YTO TIO/IAETCSI
OCMBICJIEHUIO ¥ OCO3HAHMUIO.

[Mosmtiyeckuii Mud MOXKeT cojiepKaTh B cebe MUCTU(DUITMPOBAHHBIN U MCKa-
JKEHHBIIT 00pa3 KOHKPETHON MOJIUTHKO-9KOHOMUYECKOI CUTYAIIUH, HE COOTBETCT-
BOBATb JIEHCTBUTENLHOCTH. Birarofapst aToMmy HOCUTEM 00Pa3oB MOTYT HIea-
3MPOBATHCS UK AUCKBAIA(DUITPOBATHCSI.

[TepexoHOCTh YKPAMHCKOTO OOIIECTBA OCIOKHSIETCS JUIUTETbHON Hechop-
MUPOBAaHHOCTbBIO TIOJTUTUYECKON KYJIbTYPBI IEMOKPATUYECKOTO ¥ HAIMOHATBHO-
CO3HATEJIBHOTO XapaKTepa HaceJIeHWs BCeil Y KpauHbl, OTHAKO HA COBPEMEHHOM
aTarie MOKHO KOHCTaTHPOBATH TEHIEHIINIO K YCKOPEHHOMY JIBUKEHUIO 001IeCTBa
B 33/[aHHOM HAIPABJIEHUH.

KmoueBbie cioBa: arepondeckuii M, Tpanchopmariust o01ecTBa, moaxo
“umaxkurepa” JK. /{iopaHa, my6andHoe yrpasiieHue, mybmaHast 6e301MacHOCTb.
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Formulation of the problem.
Ukrainian society is currently under-
going a difficult period of transforma-
tion and reform of many instruments
and institutions of the functioning of
the state.

In today’s circumstances, global
threats can only be counteracted by
global means, the possibilities for
which are created by the system of in-
ternational relations. The main forms
of such resistance are attracting exter-
nal resources, mobilizing international
support and forming a network of inter-
state unions and strategic partnerships
to achieve strategic goals and realize
national security priorities; support for
mutually beneficial and dynamic rela-
tions with leading states, integration
associations and collective security
systems of the modern world, primarily
the United States and NATO.

The formation and implementation
in Ukraine of the state policy of na-
tional security is almost the headline
problem of the effective management
of society, that is transforming. Ukrai-
nian political practice shows that the
technology of implementing doctrines,
strategies, concepts and programs of
state policy in the area of national se-
curity should objectively integrate all
components of political activity of the
state and be based on fundamental the-
oretical foundations.

Choosing a European integration
course and defining NATO member-
ship as its strategic priority, Ukraine
should focus primarily on the develop-
ment strategy of the NATO member
countries in the area of security.

The changes that have occurred
in Ukrainian society since autumn of
2013 (annexation of Crimea) have led

to a rethinking and renewal of ideas
about Ukraine and Ukrainians both
in the citizens of the state and in the
world community. The civilian compo-
nent in the national security system of
Ukraine, the war in the East of Ukraine
showed that society should not only
be a consumer of security, but also
a participant in its preservation and
strengthening in the face of threats to
the independence of the state. Events
happened in Ukraine after the Revo-
lution of Dignity, unfortunately, re-
vealed the insufficient ability of State
security agencies to resist the influence
of the Russian Federation on the situ-
ation in Ukraine and its further inva-
sion of Ukrainian territory. This led to
an objective assessment of the state of
the country’s national security, as the
possibility of a real military threat to
Ukraine was not previously considered
a threat to its national security.

An important task for our state is
to build a single national myth, which
should unite and pull together the na-
tion for rapid and successful further
development. In the field of security
national myths fall into the category
of political myth, as they recall how in-
stitutions and laws of a nation that has
its own state form were created. The
problematic aspects of national secu-
rity, as a reflection of the state of social
and political life, are often correlated
with the consequences of unsuccessful
searches for social and political values
that could unite individualized people.
Therefore, the issue of a single state
positive myth in this context is very
relevant.

Analysis of the recent research
and publications. The general sci-
entific and practical foundations of
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public administration in the area of
national security were to be studied
in numerous works of home and for-
eign scientists, such as: S. Andreev,
O. Vlasyuk, V. Horbulin, S. Dom-
brovska, N. Kosolapov, Ya. Malyk,
V. Lipkan, V. Mamonov, S. Pavlen-
ko, S. Pyrozhkov, H. Ponomarenko,
I. Protsenko, I. Rusnak, H. Sytnyk and
others. At different times myths were
studied by such outstanding scientists
as: Euhemerus, G. Vico, F. Schelling,
M. Miiller, O. Potebnya, J. Frazer,
C. Levi—Strauss, E. Cassirer, S. Freud,
C. G.Jung, E. Meletinskiy, N. Frye and
others. Despite this, the problem of
using heroic myths as the basis for re-
gulating the security of country re-
mains beyond the attention of scien-
tists. The analysis of the identified
problem within the framework of the
approach of Imaginer by G. Durand
will be new for home science.

The scientific works of G. Durand
played a huge role in the determina-
tion of the “sociology of imagination”
(“sociology of depths”), in which soci-
ety receives an additional deep dimen-
sion — “imaginary social reality”. The
sociology of imagination is a grand the-
ory that can be useful in the process of
studying archaic and traditional socie-
ties, as well as communities of the Art
Nouveau and postmodern era to under-
stand the features of their social time
and the structures of social space. The
approach of Imaginer by G. Durand
interprets the category of “Imaginer”
as the designer of social reality in vari-
ous societies, as well as social reality it-
self as an “anthropological trajectory”,
which determines social interactions
and social changes. Imagination as a
collective unconscious informally in-

cludes three groups of myths — heroic,
dramatic and mystical, as well as two
modes of myths — day and night.

The scientific views of G. Durand
were based on the developments of the
members of “the Eranos” circle, in par-
ticular G. Bachelard, C. Levi-Strauss.
G. Bachelard came to the conclusion
that the system of thought images is
the basis of scientific discoveries. It is
worth changing the character of the
image and the look at the physical pic-
ture of the world will change. The sig-
nificance of the works of G. Durand is
primarily that he was able to general-
ize the main content of the discussions
of “Eranos” and direct them towards
rethinking the meaning of myth after
many centuries of the dominance of
rational and logocentric European cul-
ture and science. G. Durand’s integral
theory systematized knowledge in the
areas of mythology, psychology, eth-
nology in the context of classical so-
ciological theories to substantiate the
“anthropological structures of imagi-
nation” [1, p. 274-293].

The works of the members of “the
Eranos” circle have determined mean-
ing for building the sociology of imagi-
nation as a sociological grand theory. It
is to them that this theory refers when
it becomes necessary to describe the
general structures of the myth, indi-
vidual mythemes or topics of the col-
lective unconscious.

The purpose of the study is to sub-
stantiate the need to use heroic myths
in the aspect of security of the transfor-
mation of Ukrainian society based on
the approach of Imaginer by Gilbert
Durand.

Presentation of the main mate-
rial. Research on public administra-
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tion through the lens of heroic myths
is especially relevant for determining
the prospects for the development of
relations in the context of foreign and
home policies from the point of view
of strengthening the sovereignty, in-
dependence and territorial integrity
of our state by ensuring the security
of the country together with the Eu-
ropean community through accession
to NATO. Such an approach would
enhance the effectiveness of public ad-
ministration in the area of security.

Taking into account of a number
of challenges of 2020 and in the con-
text of the folding prognostication of
the development of Ukrainian society,
the mechanism of an additional deep
measurement of Ukrainian society will
be quite valuable, which suggests the
imaginer’s approach. Returning to the
collective unconscious has always been
a definite protector for uncertainty and
anomaly in crises. G. Durand proposes
to build on the understanding of myth
by the primary and the ability to ex-
plain the rational component of real-
ity with the help of myth, and not vice
versa.

The appeal to myths, associations,
reactions, reflexes, symbols, archetypes,
etc., explains many fundamental philo-
sophical, sociological, religious, gno-
seological and psychological problems.
The imaginer’s approach at the centre
of the anthropological structure helps
analyze mythologies scattered in social
institutions, relationships, reflecting
the deep properties of imagination.

Myth is the axis of anthropological
trajectory. “Anthropological Trajecto-
ry” is what is located between the sub-
ject and the object of imagination; and
a stable balance between the organism

and the complex of conditions affecting
it”.

G. Durand divides the content of
the imagination into three groups of
myths (heroic, dramatic and mystical).
The scientist proposes to distinguish
two modes of imagination:

1) “diurne” (fr. “Day regime”),

2) “nocturne” (fr. “Night regime”).
Then we will use the special terms
“diurnal” and “nocturnal” [1, p. 275].

Diurnal, the “day regime”, includes
only one group of myths — heroic
myths. Nocturnal, the “night regime”,
consists of two groups of myths (dra-
matic and mystical) [2; 3].

Three groups of myths correspond
to one of the three fundamental, domi-
nant reflexes of a newborn creature.
Reflexes already in childhood lay
the main models of attitude. Diurnal
are myths of differentiation and dis-
tinction (in a newborn it is a distinc-
tion between colors, tactile impulses,
sounds, smells, etc.). Hero is the clas-
sic carrier of diurnal in mythology. It is
the hero who challenges death, breaks
the balance of the usual routine being,
adds strategic horizons to life. The he-
ro is unthinkable without fighting and
clashing with others, with Enemies. In
the understanding of G. Durand, di-
urnal and heroic myths by functional
composition are synonyms, they re-
markably reflect the properties of the
day regime of the imaginer [1].

The plots of battles, persecution,
duels with the enemy, mythical crea-
tures, images of soldiers, warriors, mili-
tary equipment, aggressive enemies,
attacking predators, wolves, tigers,
monsters, scenes of violent capture and
distribution reflect various variations
of the “diurnal regime” [4].
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“Heroic Myth” correlates with
G. Durand’s reflex of getting a child on
his feet. Imagination manifests itself in
a vertical attitude to the world. Here,
a psychological array of fear of falling
is formed, but at the same time the will
to stay upright, the desire to rise and

rush endlessly up (hence the theme of
flights in dreams and dreams).

Diurnal is directly related to the
day, daylight hours [5]. Therefore, this
imaginer regime is associated with the
phenomenon of light and various im-
ages, figures and phenomena related

Imaginer
o /\ — Social reality
Ability to Subject of Process of Object of
imagine imagination imagination imagination
X A
- Social and
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anq pubhc A single state
opinion positive myth
as the basis of
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Myth-creation
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Boundaries of application of Imaginer by G. Durand’s approach to home realities
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to light. It’s the sun, the light, the
daytime sky. In the light of day ob-
jects look clear and contrasting. In the
imaginer structure light is associated
with vertical orientation and, accord-
ingly, flight plots. This feature usu-
ally reflects the orientation of heroic
myths in the direction of motivation
for development, movement forward,
up, progress. Therefore, heroic myths
are quite convenient methodological
tools for legitimizing the goals of pro-
gress and directions of social develop-
ment. The oppositions are sharpened
and brought to the maximum in the
diurnal regime. This somewhat simpli-
fies the perception and definition of the
good and evil, Hero and Other. Images
of the most dangerous animals in he-
roic myths — those that are not in real
life — dragons, monsters, generalize the
repulsive sides of all animals.

The hero strengthens his identity
(and the project strengthens subjec-
tivity), defeating the Other, levelling
any hints of uncertainty and doubt,
strengthening his own integrity.

The diurnal regime is mainly the
dualism regime [1, p. 276]. Myth dual-
ism can be manifested at all levels — re-
ligious, moral, political, social. All the
content of the heroic myth is the end-
less and absolute war of the day against
darkness. The diurnal regime is associ-
ated with masculinity, that is, courage,
a special psychological, social, cultural
type, which embodies a complex of as-
sociations and paradigm gestures of a
heroic beginning. This image may not
be directly related to the real anatomi-
cal image of a man, since in different
cultures men relate to different modes
of imagination. According to Jung, it is
more likely to correspond to an animus.

Masculinity can project into cul-
ture, society, politics, religion, giving
rise to the masculinity of systems. In
2016, Ukraine conducted an assess-
ment of the level of masculinity (EIL-
AB at the University of Ontario Insti-
tute of Technology and Collaboritsi).
According to the results of the study,
the level of masculinity of Ukrainian
society is 27 %, which indicates a sig-
nificant untapped potential of heroic
myths in order to motivate behavior
in a masculine type society — strong-
willed, responsible, courageous, con-
vinced, confident.

Let’s summarize the theoretical
possibilities of using the imaginer’s ap-
proach to Ukrainian realities.

Different societies with different or-
ganization of the structure of imagina-
tion, however, exist in different space-
time continuums. From the point of
view of sociology, time and space have
a social, and therefore an “imaginary”
essence. If Descartes and I. Kant did
not give the image any role at all, then
G. Durand claims that the imagination
is primary. The real world is the result
of a free game of imagination.

The Ukrainian imaginer operates
over time which is a multi-layered
structure where people’s archaic, reli-
gious, political and rational-scientific
strata are combined, together create an
algorithm for Ukrainian society to per-
ceive its social history.

“Anthropological trajectory” is the
provision of an independent onto-
logical status of what is “between” the
subject and the object of imagination,
nature and culture, between the un-
conscious and conscious, between the
project (future) and history (past) [5].
A “trajectory” is a “scheme”; a “route”,
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a “trajectory” of motion that results in
an identity.

The work of the media in modern
conditions is like the inflammation of a
“sacred” candle and a strong process of
activating the imagination. The spark
plug process in modern Ukraine is in-
fluenced by certain political groups as-
sociated with oligarchic clans and the
control of other states.

Scattered mythological images of
democracy that originated in Ukrain-
ian society in the early 90s XX century,
could not create a holistic conceptual-
ity and, as a result, mobilize society
through its isolation from the archaic
elements of national culture. In order
to effectively influence people, myths
have to resonate with existing stereo-
types of collective memory and mental
stereotypes.

The activation of social myth-crea-
tion, with the participation of scientists
(sociologists,  historians, anthropolo-
gists, etc.) as an important factor in so-
cial changes, is more correct to portray
not so much the “revival” of outdated
mythical forms as the transformation of
the phenomenon of myth itself and the
introduction into the latest metahistoric
outlines, respectively, historical and
modern features of the development of
Ukrainian society. According to this log-
ic of myth-creation, there is a high prob-
ability of creating integrative myths in
support of the unity of the country and
legitimizing the meanings of the policy
of systemic reforms (see Scheme 1). In
the context of long and evolutionary
processes of myth-creation, such a wide
process of myth-creation of a somewhat
intellectual nature will contribute to the
creation of a single positive state myth
in Ukraine.
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But, myth-creation with the active
participation of interested politicians
and the media is rather short-sighted,
disintegrating, which leads mainly to the
appearance of situational myths. This
process is not strong enough to lead to
the formation of a long heroic myth of
the Ukrainian people as a prototype of a
unifying single state positive myth.

There is a fusion of the general, spe-
cial and singular into dialectical integ-
rity in the myth, and in the mosaic-res-
onant world of mass communication.
Both myth and mass communication
contribute to the emergence of the
phenomenon of global identity, in-
volvement in everything that happens
in the world. Mass communication is
thus a powerful source of myths, the
ultimate goal of manipulation, the pur-
pose of which is to create and maintain
a certain political mythology.

Myth, according to Jung, is the
way of individuation. Heroic myth is a
tool for a kind of “individualization of
the community”. The war in the East
of Ukraine, which was glorified and
heroized, so far also gradually acquired
separate features of the myth, which
was supposed to work to bring people
together to support the authorities and
the army, were noticeably weak. The
myth was to reinforce faith in the cor-
rectness of the actions of the country’s
leadership on the military front and
the victory of the Ukrainian army, to
update the concept of military honour.
In general, in the basic political (na-
tional) myth, it is difficult to separate
the state and military sphere (they co-
incide in values such as stability, pow-
er, strength). Now Ukrainian society
knows many examples of the self-sac-
rifice and valour of the military — with




the successful symbolic design of such
in the form of myths, they will be able
to regularly serve as positive guidelines
for stimulating conscious citizenship.
However, the need for a historical basis
Jfor designing myths should be taken into
account, because focusing on the level of
the current moment is a short-term per-
spective.

At crisis tipping points, there is an
activation in the mythological think-
ing of certain mythical structures. In
particular, this process is taking place
in three directions:

1) personal loss of one’s own iden-
tity which motivates the search for
new forms and ways of identification
with the social environment. After all,
mythological consciousness is charac-
terized by a form of self-identification
of a person by merging with a group.
For identification with a community
that is perceived as “we”, the image of
the Other, enemies and opponents is of
great importance;

2) activation of mythological struc-
tures of mass consciousness as per-
sonification of ideas about the causes
of changes that occur in society and
which further develop into images of
“good” and “evil” forces, “hero” and
“enemy”. Mythological logic does not
admit the possibility of the existence of
an impersonal, objective cause of an in-
cident or phenomenon. Therefore, the
archetype of the “hero” becomes domi-
nant in such a situation, on the basis of
which a positive image of the subject of
politics is created. In this work we use
the Hero to denote a large historical
subject — all the people;

3) activation of mythological ideas
about time and space. In such peri-
ods the political elite offers a path to

a bright future or a return to the old
model of political life.

One of the components of the col-
lective unconscious of Ukrainians is
the archetype of annihilating equality.
The latter provides a priority pleasure
for the individual/community those
needs whose realization guarantees
a bright sight. A person dissolves in
pleasure, forgetting the need to main-
tain the necessary indicators of the so-
cial context.

It is important that according to
the results of studies of ethnopsycholo-
gists, 42 % of Ukrainians were charac-
terized by signs of the Dinar prototype
(courage, honesty, will), 31 % — Os-
tia (indecision, lack of own opinion),
27 % — a combination of Dinar and
Ostia. Such a combination looks like
a cognitive dissonance, in fact this is a
reflection of the virtual reality of public
consciousness of Ukrainians as a trend
of the 21 century. After all, a modern
person lives virtually 40—50 % (rating
television programs, the Internet), so
A. Ulyanovsky in the work “Advertis-
ing Mythodesign” puts forward the
concept of T-mythology (mythology of
consumers of the modern information
society).

We will follow the main provisions
of G. Durand’s theory for solving the
problems of security research in the as-
pect of the topic.

In a transitional society the process-
es of purposeful creation of myths are
the foundations of proclaimed over-
due reforms. Myth is a natural defense
mechanism, in the public consciousness
it is able to level out the contradictions
of real reality. Therefore, the myth is a
particularly convenient means of relay-
ing social values for the transformative
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period of the development of society,
characterized by complex protracted
value conflicts.

According to C. Levy-Strauss [6],
the goal of the myth is to give a logical
model for solving a certain contradic-
tion of the modification of social con-
sciousness. Therefore, according to the
views of V. Kravchenko [7] to popu-
larize the new political myth, it is not
necessary to debunk all relict and mod-
ernized myths that have accumulated
for years. It is enough to create chaos
in the heads of people and through it
penetrate the foundations of public
consciousness, and then propose a new
concept of worldview.

The basis of modern myth is the
architectonics of archaic myths, along
with the obvious effectiveness of mod-
ern myths, often causes contradictions
in modifications of public conscious-
ness. Indeed, in the new, dynamically
changing context of the development
of social relations not all archetypes
tested by history work as effectively as
before. In times of uncertainty the state
of strained expectations of society acti-
vates the social mechanisms of mytho-
logy as opposed to mythology. Thanks
to the mythologized consciousness and
the reality virtualized by it, the face
first in the imaginary, and then in real-
ity, learns how to solve problems and
defeat the enemy. Therefore, in order
for an artificial myth to be effective, the
mythologems of its composition must
meet the mentality and structure of a
collective unconscious object on which
mythological influence is directed.

Moreover, low degree of public con-
fidence in state institutions of power,
ignoring the legitimate ways of resolv-
ing conflicts, and the predominance of
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emotional regulators in political activ-
ity are inherent modern political con-
sciousness of Ukraine [8]. The Ukrai-
nian political culture is contradictory,
eclectic, marked by the lack of a clear
orientation of political development
and priorities of home and foreign pol-
icy, the growth of social pessimism and
the presence of miracle syndrome that
weakens the political will of a person.

A significant number of negative
phenomena that are components of the
social consciousness of modern Ukraine
testify to both the super-complex past
and the fact that modern political and
social and economic trends (domestic
and global), so far do not sufficiently
contribute to the formation of the na-
tional unit. Threat to territorial integ-
rity of Ukraine united the Ukrainian
people as rational ideas (give credit
to new leaders, help the army, in war
conditions one should be patient and
sympathetic to economic problems),
both natural (Ukraine is the only) and
artificial myths (myth of victory in the
East, the Ukrainian army is heroic).

In general, the variable dynamics
of the axiological field of a transitional
society causes significant difficulties in
mass consciousness, often find them-
selves in forms of apathy, apolitical,
confusion, the emergence of extrem-
ism, despondency and frustration “in
the new”, and the polarization of mass
sentiments from complete passivity to
radical activity seems inevitable. The
variability of political attributes, there-
fore, is valuably ambivalent in nature,
which places responsibility on all sub-
jects of social and political life.

Now we exist in the age of reality
that is designed by political myths as
technologies for managing collective




consciousness. In general, the social
Logos analyzed by classical science,
only an islet in the middle of the ocean
mythos (which conditioned exactly
such a logos structure), as proved
by G. Durand through the theory of
“imaginer” (fr. 'imaginaire imaginary)
of the primary integrity that is inher-
ent in the nature of sapiens [9, p. 227],
which makes the concept of “modern
man” quite relative. A. Losev gave a
well-defined characteristic to the myth:
“The myth is life itself... The myth is
not an ideal being, but it is vital and
creative, reality and bodily validity”
[10, p. 404]. The myth not only helps to
communicate with the outside world,
including... “what defines a myth is not
the subject of its communication, but
the way it is expressed; there are formal
boundaries in the myth, but there are
no substantive” [11, p. 265].

Man is an artificial being generated
not by nature but by self-birth through
cultural inventions, such as rituals,
myths, magic, etc., is not a theory of the
world, but is a way of constructing man
with natural, biological raw materials
[12, p. 47]. The myth as a “culture ma-
chine” (M. Mamardashvili) is a bridge
between nature and civilization, con-
structs man himself through the forma-
tion of his worldview, the internal “pic-
ture of the world”. Mastering the inner
world of man, the myth manipulates it,
immersing it in a specific mythologi-
cal reality, which it realizes as reliable.
In this definition the functions of the
“sacred” and political myth coincide.

In conditions of social upheaval po-
litical myths act as a guarantor that
this community (in the process of im-
plementing revolutionary shifts) will
not be disconnected and destroyed.

Political myth gives a person the op-
portunity to identify with a collective
under any changing conditions, in-
cluding when a person cannot himself
survive and comprehend the depth of
the fundamental transformations that
occur. And only involvement in some
large collective through a certain nat-
ural or artificial myth gives a person
confidence and vitality. However, for
such certainty, a person tends to sac-
rifice, in whole or in part, his or her
individuality, although there are dis-
tinct cases where myths significantly
emotionally reinforce individual indi-
viduals. During periods of stability, a
rational organization needs less politi-
cal myths (mainly to justify the need
for change in order to ensure constant
progress and continue to experiment
even when everything is fine). In peri-
ods of instability — rational arguments
weaken and cease to hide old mythical
concepts. E. Cassirer notes that myths
cannot be completely removed from
the consciousness of society, they can
only be suppressed in order to be actu-
alized at a certain moment due to the
need for their influence on public con-
sciousness [13, p. 96]. In our opinion,
this point of view is more concerned
with the life cycle of basic or natural
myths, however, by no means artificial,
technological, especially selective.

The crisis situation of the trans-
formation of Ukrainian statehood has
become a toposphere of the develop-
ment of mythology as a reaction to
the challenges of time, the search for
means of cultural adaptation and re-
habilitation. Mythologization deter-
mines the phenomena of mentality and
identity, because mentality concerns
self-consciousness (the mentality of
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self-expression), and identity is a be-
lief based on correlation with previ-
ously conscious images/models [9,
p. 10]. However, the myth is not based
on logic, but on the faith that the ma-
jority of the population professes.

As E. Cassirer noted, the “twentieth
century gave rise to the "technique” of
mythological thinking, that has no an-
alogues in history. From that moment
on myths began to be invented and
produced in the same sense by the same
methods as machine guns and combat
aircraft invent. And myths are used for
the same purpose as military equip-
ment for internal and external warfare”
[14, p. 158].

A common technological myth for
a long time in Ukraine was the myth
of NATO as an aggressive bloc deve-
loped by Russian technology as a
means of separating Ukrainian society.
To keep Ukraine in the sphere of its
influence, Russia has developed even
several myths about this alliance with
the aim of discrediting this body and
preventing the Ukrainian from reach-
ing a higher standard of security and
standard of living:

1) Ukraine’s accession to NATO
will entail waves of terrorist acts on the
territory of Ukraine;

2) the transformation of Ukraine
into a military camp with foreign mili-

tary (although NATO does not have its
own army, there are armies of the mem-
ber countries of the alliance).

3) Ukraine, as a member state, is
forced to send its soldiers to participate
in military operations (however only
professional military personnel partici-
pate in such operations). For example,
the losses of the USSR in Afghanistan
amounted to 14 thousand people, in
the total NATO losses in Kosovo and
Afghanistan — 181 soldiers).

Due to the dominance of such myths
not all members of Ukrainian society
understood that NATO is an interna-
tional organization of equal independ-
ent states where all decisions are made
by consensus.

The attitude to the Euro-Atlantic
perspective was one of the main sensi-
tive topics in Euromaidan, and at the
moment is one of the dimensions where
the most radical changes in public
opinion took place since 2013-2014.

The first trend is a radical change
in attitude towards the idea of NATO
membership in the whole country. Op-
ponents of joining NATO from 2005 to
2014 traditionally made up the major-
ity. As of 2012, NATO supporters in
a hypothetical referendum would be
26 %, opponents — 61 % (according to
a possible turnout of 58,5 %) (Table 1)
[15].

Table 1

If you took part in the referendum on joining NATO, how would you vote?
(% of those who would take part in the referendum)

December | December | April2012 | June 2014 | July 2015
2007 2009
Would vote to join 31,8 21,0 26,2 45,4 63,9
Would vote against 52,8 59,7 60,6 36,4 28,5
joining
Itis hard to say 15,4 19,3 13,4 18,1 7,6
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A radical change in the orientations
of citizens relative to NATO was re-
corded already in June 2014, when the
part of opponents was almost halved,
and supporters for the first time made
up a relative majority — 45 %. Obvi-
ously, this was a rapid reaction of public
opinion to the course of events at that
time — the annexation of Crimea and
the beginning of Russian aggression in
the Donbass. In the future modeling
of a hypothetical referendum showed
an increase in support for the idea of
Ukraine’s membership in NATO, while
reducing the proportion of those who
would oppose (with comparable indi-
cators of expected turnout). So, in July
2015, 64 % of referendum participants
would vote “in favor”. It is unlikely
that another social and political topic
can be found on which would such sig-
nificant changes in public opinion take
place in the period 2014—2015.

“The Maidan” of 2013—2014, which
passed mainly under national flags, the
anti-terrorist operation in the Don-
bass, as well as the activation of the
volunteer movement throughout the
country, made it necessary to deter-
mine the people of Ukraine with their
own attitude to the concept of national
security.

Of course, the starting point for
the most significant transformations
of public opinion regarding NATO in
the history of independent Ukraine
was the Russian military aggression of
2014.

The second trend is during 2014—
2015 not only quantitative, but also
qualitative indicators of public opinion
regarding NATO are changing. It is the
orientation to join NATO from 2014
that prevails in Ukrainian public opin-
ion as the main option for ensuring the
security of the state (Table 2) [15].

Table 2

What variant of providing the security would be, in your opinion, the best
for Ukraine?, %

December |April|May | September | December |July | November
2007 2012 | 2014 | 2014 2014 2015 | 2015
Joining 18,9 13,0 | 32,6 43,6 46,4 35,9 45,7
NATO
Military 31,3 26,2 | 13,0 14,8 10,1 7,8 8,2
alliance with
Russia and
other CIS
countries
Military - - 1,5 - - 3,2 3,4
alliance
with USA
Nonblock 30,7 421 28,3 22,2 20,9 28,9 22,6
status
of Ukraine
Others 1,6 0,9 1,0 0,4 1,0 1,6 2,4
Itis hard 17,5 17,8 | 23,7 19 21,7 22,6 17,6
to say
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In particular, we see that compared
to 2012, the share of those who advo-
cate NATO as a key security policy op-
tion has more than tripled: from 13 % in
April 2012 to 46 % in November 2015.
Already in May 2014, immediately af-
ter the annexation of Crimea and the
start of Russian aggression in Don-
bass, a “jump” in “+ 20 %” took place.
Subsequently, the part of adherents to
NATO membership also grew, but the
first break occurred in early 2014.

At the same time, it is significant
that the upward dynamics were ob-
served not only in the more pro-Atlan-
tic-oriented regions of the West and the
Centre, but also in the South and East
of Ukraine, as well as in the Donbass
where the prospect of Euro-Atlantic in-
tegration had not previously found tan-
gible support and was in a range close
to indicators of statistical error.

Political elites in Ukraine, in turn,
tried to catch a new “wave” of rapid-
ly changing public sentiments about
NATO. And at the end of 2014, the
Ukrainian Parliament abolished the
so-called “non-bloc status” of Ukraine,
which was approved with the filing of
former President Viktor Yanukovych
in 2010, although it did not proclaim
an unequivocal course for NATO mem-
bership [16]. However, in February
2017, President of Ukraine Petro Po-
roshenko in an interview with a Ger-
man publication made an unexpected
statement about his intention to hold
a referendum on Ukraine’s member-
ship in NATO, while appealing to
current trends in public opinion [17].
A little later, at the initiative of the
President, a new approach in relations
with NATO was approved at the level
of Ukrainian legislation. On June 8§,

2017, the Verkhovna Rada introduced
some legislative changes in terms of
Euro-Atlantic integration of Ukraine,
which determined, in particular, “gain-
ing membership in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization” as the country’s
foreign policy priority [18]. At the
same time, the Ukrainian president
during his meeting with NATO Secre-
tary General Jens Stoltenberg in July
2017 noted that “Ukraine has a clear
schedule or” road map “of what needs
to be done to meet the criteria for
NATO membership by 2020” [18].
Thus, the official vector of Kyiv's poli-
cy regarding Euro-Atlantic integration
was gradually transformed in accord-
ance with current changes in public
sentiment and public opinion trends.

Given the new challenges and
threats, the Alliance has evolved from
a military and political organization on
political structures, uniting the majori-
ty of the countries of the Euro-Atlantic
region into a system of collective secu-
rity.

As the history of independent
Ukraine shows, again myths did not
turn into an effective ideology, which
could become the basis for the forma-
tion of a new political paradigm and a
system of political values. But utopian
projects arose that divert public atten-
tion from the true reasons for the brak-
ing of updates that are overdue in the
transformational context. To some ex-
tent, this was served by new political
myths — myths about democratization,
about the development of civil soci-
ety institutions, remain myths, despite
their certain legitimization by legal
means.

After the events of the Dignity
Revolution 2013-2014 in front of the
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whole world, the myth of anti patri-
otism Ukrainian was destroyed. The
combination of the idea of national de-
velopment, the construction of a strong
self-sufficient national state, integrity,
unity of Ukraine based on deep patri-
otism with the idea of European inte-
gration, a civilization gap with Russia
so far creates a particularly favourable
basis for popularizing positive symbols,
myths, information codes that will help
Ukraine quickly and successfully com-
plete modernization processes.

In order to accelerate the imple-
mentation of political and economic
reforms, primarily in strengthening the
country’s security and enhancing the
combat effectiveness of the armed forc-
es, it has become a guarantee of protec-
tion against Russian aggression and
contributes to increasing post-Soviet
and European regional stability in gen-
eral, the United States is actively as-
sisting Ukraine. That is why the cost of
USA assistance to strengthen Ukraine
and turn it into a truly effective so-
vereign and able to protect itself, in no
case exceeds the cost of its collapse or
geopolitical incorporation by Russia
[17].

Consequently, it was the Russian
aggression that significantly intensi-
fied USA attention to Ukraine and sent
its status as a strategic partner, while
maintaining the asymmetry of the in-
terests of the parties, as evidenced, in
particular, by the provision of aircraft
defensive weapons by Washington and
the allocation of annual military assis-
tance.

Conclusions. The system of public
administration of Ukraine should not
only be as adapted as possible to the
new globalization conditions deve-

loped, but also have a powerful tool for
influencing them, as well as their use in
the interests of realizing national inter-
ests. This, in turn, will allow Ukraine
to develop a new geopolitical strategy
that will contribute to its effective eco-
nomic, political and spiritual develop-
ment.

The basis for the development of
an effective state is the formation of a
paradigm of common interests of the
state and society, provides for the af-
firmation of systemic principles for the
protection of natural and public human
rights and freedoms, and the promo-
tion of the development of civil initia-
tives should be a priority political and
strategic task of the state as a condition
for its sustainability and effectiveness,
a guarantee of national security, a pil-
lar for internal and external challenges.

The results of the study provide
grounds for further appeals to the
works of G. Durand to find answers to
modern challenges and, if possible, to
develop forecasts in the field related to
the author’s direct scientific interests
regarding public administration and
the security sector aspect.

In the understanding of G. Durand,
a person has being and meaning only as
an anthropological trajectory. Outside
of this functional state, a person is an
abstraction, an unproven hypothesis.
Mythos is a structured collection of
archetypes and symbols, reflecting the
deep properties of imagination inher-
ent in it initially. It is more correct to
comprehend the logos and its structure,
starting from mythos. Myth, on the
one hand, is a segment of imagination,
a structural component of the collec-
tive unconscious, and at the same time
something that lends itself to compre-
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hension, awareness. Myth is the axis of
anthropological trajectory.

The myth is a natural protective
mechanism, in the public conscious-
ness it is able to offset the contradic-
tions of real reality and can provide an
internal sense of security when there
are no proper external circumstances
for this.

Now the understanding of the
events of military aggression in the
East of Ukraine is being formed with
the help of imagination and artificial
myths. However, we note the existing
untapped potential of artificial inte-
grative myths, makes it possible to use
them for selfish purposes — to consoli-
date society and legitimize the policy
of systemic reforms in Ukraine. It is
important in the process of mythology
to level the influence of manipulative
technologies, and to involve special-
ists-scientists in the development of
myths, they will help to substantiate
mythologies/mythologies based on the
historical features of the formation of a
collective unconscious Ukrainian so-
ciety (1), the actualization of appeals,
taking into account the state of mod-
ern problems of its development (2),
the appropriateness and validity of de-
termining long-term promising inspir-
ing development goals (3).

Guiding visionary meanings, help-
ing to understand the complexities of
the reform process and its importance
for future development, are important
to society. Ukrainian society needs
heroic myths, which can be the basis
of the Ukrainian idea, to visualize the
role of Ukraine in the world, its histori-
cal mission and its promising role. The
imaginer’s approach allows to compre-
hensively analyze the heroic myth (di-
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urnal regime), understand the signifi-
cance of each component of the myth
and the logic of its content.
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