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IMAGINATION, ARCHETYPES AND SOCIAL
FORECASTING: OPPORTUNITIES
AND LIMITATIONS OF APPLICATION

Abstract. The article deals with the problem of information and analytical sup-
port of public administration in terms of social forecasting. The following prob-
lematic cross-sections are highlighted, which are especially important for Ukraine
as a country that is in a state of prolonged societal crisis and against which it must
respond to today’s post-pandemic challenges. The first cross-section concerns
the development of psychologically sound strategies and technologies of crisis
management, which characterizes the ability of the public administration to a
forward-looking vision and strategic thinking. The second cross-section concerns
the development of psychologically sound approaches to the implementation of
social forecasting. Both problem cross-sections are interdependent and condition
each other, and, at the same time, need to be clarified in terms of actualization
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of their actual socio-psychological validity. Thus, the problem that determines
the purpose of the proposed article is to outline the possibilities and limits of the
application of psychological approaches in social forecasting (on the example of
G. Durand’s social archetypes and sociology of the imaginary). The results of the
study suggest that the development of the forecast must consider not only the
characteristics of a situation but also the appropriate (characteristic of the situa-
tion) psychological state of social groups and communities. Given that the fore-
cast can perform both a preventive and motivational function, underestimating
the importance of analysing the irrational sphere of mass (collective) conscious-
ness in the unity of its conscious and unconscious components may be unjustified
negligence. Considering the motivational component of human behaviour, which
is influenced by both conscious and unconscious components, can significantly
expand the methodological arsenal of prognosis. In turn, this actualizes the re-
quest for generalization of the best practices of socio-psychological science and
the definition of psychological principles in predicting social processes, which
requires further painstaking work.

Keywords: social forecasting, social archetypes, mass (collective) conscious
and unconscious, anti-crisis management.

YABHE, APXETUIIN I COIIAJIBHE ITPOTHO3YBAHHA:
MOKJINBOCTI TA OBMEREHHA 3ACTOCYBAHHA

Awnoraris. [Topymrero mpobiemy inbopMariiHo-aHaTI THYHOTO 3a0e3TedeHHsT
JIep;KaBHOTO YIIPaBJiHHS B YaCTUHI COIialbHOrO IIPOrHO3yBaHHsl. Buokpemieno
HACTYITHI TPoOJIeMHI 3pi3H, sIKi 0COBIMBO BasKJIMBI 1J1sT Y KpaiHU SIK KPaiHH, 110 Tie-
pebyBac y cTati IpOJIOHTOBAHOI COMIETATBHOT KPU3H i Ha TJIi SIKOi 3MYIITYE Bi/IIIOBI-
JIaTH HA TIOCTIIAH/eMiiTHI BUKJIMKY chorojieHHst. [Tepiimmii 3pi3 cTocyeThest po3pob-
JIEHHSI TICHXOJIOTTYHO-O0TPYHTOBAHUX CTPATEriii Ta TEXHOJIOTIH aHTHKPU30BOTO
YIIPaBJIiHHS, 110 XapaKTepUsye 3AaTHICTb Jiep;KaBHO-YIIPABIiHCbKOIO KOPILYCY 10
MEPCIIEKTUBHOTO GayeHHs Ta CTPATETiYHOTO MUCTeHHs. [[pyTuil 3pi3 cTOCyEThCS
PO3pOGIIEHHS TICUXOJIOTTYHO OOIPYHTOBAHUX IXOMIB 0 3AifICHEHHSI COIiaib-
HOTO TIporHo3yBatHst. O6U/BI TPoOIEMHI 3pi3K B3aeMO3aIeKHi i 0GYMOBJTIOIOTH
OJIMH OJIHE T4, BOIHOYAC, TOTPEOYIOTh YTOYHEHHST B YaCTHHI aKTyasri3allii BiacHe
iX COIMIaTbHO-TICHXOJIOTTYHOT 0OIPyHTOBAHOCTI. TakuM YMHOM, TIPobIeMa MOJis-
ra€ B OKPEeCJeHHI MOXKIMBOCTEH Ta MeXX 3aCTOCYBaHHS IICUXOJIOT YHUX ITAXO/iB Y
COIiIPHOMY TTPOTHO3YBaHHi (Ha TIPUKJIA/Ii COMiaIbHOT apPXETUITIKU Ta COIiOJIOTii
ysasHoro JK. /liopana). PesysbraTu IpoBeieHOTO JIOCTi/IKeHHS al0Th I1i/ICTaBU
CTBEPJUKYBATH, 10 i/ Yac MPOrHO3YBaHHsS HEOOXiJHO BPAXOBYBATH HE TLIHKH
0cobIMBOCTI Ti€T UM iHIIOT cuTyallii, a i BiAMOBiAHMI (XapaKTepHUIT IJIst CUTYAaILiT )
HICUXOJIOTIYHUH CTaH COMiaJIbHUX IPYII i CIJIBHOT. 3 OIJISILY Ha Te, 10 IPOIHO3 MO-
’Ke BUKOHYBATH $IK TI0Iepe/IKyBaIbHy, TaK i MOTUBAIIHY (DYHKIIIO, Hel00IliHKa
3HAUYIIOCTI aHaJi3y ipparioHasbHOl cchepr MacoBOi (KOJIEKTUBHOT) CBiIOMOCTI B
HIUM HenOaTbCcTBOM. BpaxyBaHHsI MOTHBAIIITHOI CKJIA/I0OBOI JIO/ICHKOT MOBE/IIHK,
110 3a3HA€ BILIMBY SIK CBiJJOMMX, TaK i HECBiJ[JOMMX KOMIIOHEHTIB, MOXE CYTTEBO
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PO3ITUPUTH METOJIOJIOTIYHUI apceHas MPOTHOCTUKN. CBOEIO Yeprolo, 11e aKTyaJri-
3Y€ 3alUT Ha y3araJbHeHHs JOPOOKY COIiaIbHO-TICUXOJIOTTYHOT HAYKK Ta BU3HA-
YEHHS IICUXOJIOTTYHUX IPUHIIUINB IIPU [IPOTHO3YBAHHI COL[iaJIbHUX IIPOILIECIB, 110
noTpebye MoAabIIoi KPOIiTKOI POOOTH.

Kmo4oBi cioBa: colliajibHe MPOTHO3YBaHHS, COIliaJibHA apXETHUITiKa, MAaCOBE
(KoeKTUBHE) CBifloMe i HeCBiZloMe, aHTUKPU30BE yIIPaBJIiHHS.

BOOBPAREHUE, APXETUIIbI 1 COIITUAJIbHOE
ITPOTHO3NPOBAHHUE: BOSMOKHOCTU 1 OTPAHNYEHU A
INPUMEHEHUA

AmnHoramus. 3atponyrta npobaeMa nHGOPMAIMOHHO-aHATUTHYECKOTO 00ec-
HevyeHus TOCyIapCTBEHHOIO yIIpaBJjeHusl B YaCTH COIMAJbHOTO ITPOTHO3MPOBa-
Husi. Boigesennsl cienyiomue mpoOieMHbIE CPe3bl, KOTOPbie 0COOEHHO BasKHbI
JJIs1 YKpauHbl Kak CTPaHbl, KOTOpas HaXO[UTCS B COCTOSHUUN ITPOJIOHTHPOBAH-
HOTO COIMeTaJIbHOTO Kpu3duca M Ha (poHe KOTOPOro BbIHY’K/JeHa OTBevyaTb Ha
MoCTHaHIeMIiiHbIe BHI3OBBI. [lepBbiii cpe3 Kacaercsi pa3pabOTKU TICHXOJIOTH-
4ecKr 00OCHOBAHHBIX CTPATErHMil U T€XHOJIOTHI aHTUKPU3UCHOTO YIIPABJICHMUS],
XapaKTepU3YIOIUil clIoCOOHOCTH TOCYAAPCTBEHHO-YIIPABIEHYECKOTO KOPITyca K
HePCIeKTUBHOMY BUJIEHUIO U CTpaTernyecKoMy MbllieHn1o. BTopoii cpes kaca-
eTcst pa3paboOTKH MCUXOJIOTHYECKH 0O0CHOBAHHBIX MOXOI0B K OCYIIECTBJICHUIO
conuaibHoro mporuosuposanuss. Oba mpoOIEeMHBIX Cpe3a B3aMMOCBSI3aHbI U
06y CJIOBIMBAIOT JIPYT JPYTA, U B TO JKe BPeMst TPeOYIOT YTOUHEHNUST B YaCTH aKTya-
JIM3AIUN COOCTBEHHO WX CONUATBLHO-TICUXO0JIOTHYECKOiT 06ocHOBaHHOCTH. Takum
06pasom, rpobiiemMa, KOTopast OIPe/IesIsIET TIeJIb TPECTABIEHHO CTaThH, 3aKJTI0-
qaeTcst B 0003HAYEHUH BO3MOKHOCTEH ¥ OTPaHUYEHUI TPUMEHEHMSI ICUXOJIOTH-
YeCKHUX T10JIX0/I0B B COIMATIBHOM ITPOTHO3MPOBAHUU (HA ITpUMepe COIUaIbHOM
apXeTUIUKN 1 corrosiorun BooOpaskaemoro JK. /liopana). PesyabraTsl mpose-
JIEHHOTO UCCJIEI0BAHUS AI0T OCHOBAHUSI YTBEPIKAATh, YTO TIPH padpaboTKe mpor-
HO3a HeOOXOIMMO YUUTBIBATh HE TOJIBKO OCOOEHHOCTH TOW WJIN MHOW CUTYAIHH,
HO ¥ COOTBETCTBYIOIIee (XapaKTepHOoe JJIs1 CUTyallun) IICUX0JI0IMYecKoe COCTO-
SIHUE COTMAIbHBIX TPYII U COOOIIECTB. YUHUTHIBast TO, 4TO MPOTHO3 MOKET BbI-
HOJIHATD KaK MTPelyIpeskIaloniyo, Tak 1 MOTUBAIIMOHHYIO (PYHKIIUIO, HEJI0OIeH-
Ka 3HAYMMOCTH aHaJI13a UPPallMOHAIbHON cdepbl MaccOBOro (KOJJIEKTHBHOIO)
CO3HAHUSI B €IMHCTBE CO3HATEIbHBIX M OGECCO3HATEIBHBIX KOMIIOHEHTOB MOXKET
0Ka3aTbCsl HeOIPaBAAHHON XaJaTHOCTBIO. YYeT MOTUBAIMOHHON COCTaBJISIONIeN
YeJI0BeYeCKOTro MOBe/IeHUs, KOTOPOe MCIIBbIThIBAET BIUSHUE KaK CO3HATEJbHBIX,
Tak 1 6ecCO3HATENbHBIX KOMIIOHEHTOB, MOKET CYIIECTBEHHO PACIIUPUTH METO/I0-
JIOTUYECKUIT apceHalsl MPOTHOCTUKHU. B cBOI0 ouepeb, 3TO aKTyalIu3upyeT 3a1poc
Ha 000061eHe HapabOTOK COMUATBLHO-TICUXOJOTHYECKON HAYKH U OIIPEe/Ie/IeHIsI
MICUXOJIOTUYECKUX TIPUHITUTIOB, HEOOXOMMBIX MTPU MTPOTHO3UPOBAHUH COIIUAIb-
HBIX ITPOTIECCOB, 4TO TPeOYyeT AabHeIel KPOoIoTInBOil paboThI.

KmouesBbie cioBa: coluaibHoe IIPOrHO3UPOBaHNe, CollMalbHasl apXeTUITNKA,
MaccoBoe (KOJIJIEKTUBHOE) CO3HATEIbHOE U Oecco3HaTesNbHOe, aHTHKPU3UCHOE
yIpaBJeHue.
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Problem statement. The biggest
global crisis of our century is called
Covid-19. Its depth and scale are enor-
mous: the coronavirus pandemic has
hit the whole world, undermining the
basic foundations of political, econo-
mic, and social life. At present, huma-
nity is just trying to comprehend the
far-reaching consequences of the cri-
sis caused by the pandemic. According
to various forecasts, the Covid-19 epi-
demic is not only capable of leading to
economic damage and social collapse.
Each crisis individually can become
a seismic shock that can dramatically
change the world order and the nature
of relations in the Man — Society —
State System.

When the world is undergoing
drastic changes, every country needs
an effective and visionary govern-
ment capable of overcoming obstacles
of unprecedented and global scale. To
be prepared to solve various problems,
including those caused by a pandemic,
such a government must predict (an-
ticipate) possible crisis challenges, as-
sess their likely consequences, develop
appropriate solutions to prevent or
overcome them, and offer alternative
long-term development strategies. In
other words, the modern age requires
governments to have a forward-look-
ing vision and strategic thinking.

The urgency of this problem for
Ukraine is due to the specifics of its
development: the country has long
been in a state of prolonged social cri-
sis, which affects all spheres of public
life [1]. Now, against the background
of the societal crisis, Ukrainian offi-
cials are forced to respond to today’s
post-pandemic challenges. However,
unfortunately, domestic officials can-

not boast of success in solving impor-
tant issues for Ukrainian society and
the state, as evidenced by disappoint-
ing ratings and low confidence of citi-
zens in various state institutions and
decisions taken. How to proceed from
the fact that forecasting is the basis of
strategic planning and a condition for
the effective functioning of state au-
thorities, the score of 3,6 points on a
10-point scale, which at the end of 2020
domestic experts assessed the level of
predictability of state development for
the next year, indicates an extremely
low ability of the management corps to
system foresight and unwillingness to
meet the challenges of the time [2].
Analysis of recent researches and
published papers. Without scientifi-
cally sound prediction, it is impossible
to respond promptly to internal and ex-
ternal challenges. For this purpose, rel-
evant divisions, analytical centres, and
research institutions have been created
in Ukraine, whose activities provide
information and analytical support to
state authorities, which forms the ap-
propriate basis for the formation of stra-
tegic tasks, the effectiveness of which
depends on the future of our country.
In particular, information support and
analytical support are provided by the
Interdepartmental Commission on
Information Policy and Information
Security under the National Security
and Defense Council of Ukraine, the
National Institute for Strategic Stud-
ies, the Service for Information and
Analytical Support of Public Authori-
ties, the World Data Center for Geo-
informatics and Sustainable Develop-
ment, etc. Analytical information is
prepared by various research institu-
tions operating in the structures of the
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National Academy of Sciences (NAS)
of Ukraine and the National Acad-
emy of Pedagogical Sciences (NAPS)
of Ukraine, among them: Institute
of Economics and Forecasting of the
NAS of Ukraine, Institute of Demog-
raphy and Social Research named after
M. V. Ptukha of the NAS of Ukraine,
M. 1. Dolishnyi Institute for Regional
Studies of the NAS of Ukraine, In-
stitute of Sociology of the NAS of
Ukraine, Institute of Social and Politi-
cal Psychology of the NAPS of Ukraine
and others. Ukrainian sociological
services regularly publish the results
of sociological research, among them,
namely: Center named after O. Razum-
kov, Democratic Initiatives Founda-
tion named after I. Kucheriva, Kyiv In-
ternational Institute of Sociology, and
Rating Sociological Group, etc. These
information and analytical services
provide government officials with the
necessary and sufficient amount of ana-
lytical information to make an effective
management decision while making
predictions about the possible conse-
quences of making or not making such
decisions or inaction [3].

Meanwhile, a strange situation has
developed around the information
and analytical support and support of
public authorities. On the one hand, it
seems that most information and ana-
lytical services operating in Ukraine
work autonomously, at the specific
operational or ongoing request of their
beneficiaries, and compete with each
other; there is no coordination between
them for the joint formation and use
of the source base to track trends and
dynamics of social development. Even
though a lot of information is located
on the internet and is publicly avail-
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able, it seems that it is becoming in-
creasingly difficult for analysts to cover
the multidimensional and cumbersome
empirical material that reflects various
parameters of social development. In
particular, some (conditionally — ge-
neral) social processes and phenomena
can be thoroughly analysed and other
facts (conditionally — secondary) can
be ignored, which do not seem to be
significant, but indirectly influence
the tendencies and dynamics of their
development. As a result, many of the
stated predictions are not confirmed
in the practice of public life-sustaining
activity.

On the other hand, it seems that
numerous analytical notes, informa-
tion reports prepared by various sci-
entific institutions and which describe
in detail the essence of a problem, ap-
proaches and optimal ways to solve it,
provide forecasts of both positive and
negative consequences, etc. receive due
attention from government officials or,
worse, are used depending on market
fluctuations. As a result, the scientific
validity of social development and the
need to improve the efficiency of social
programming, planning and manage-
ment, in general, are levelled.

Against this background, in the far
from the cloudless world of social fore-
casting, there is a significant gap: insuf-
ficient attention from both the expert
community and officials to the deve-
lopment of domestic socio-psychologi-
cal science, which does not stand still
and can make a significant contribu-
tion to the knowledge and explanation
of the social world. The fact is that no
matter how many empirical scales the
social world is measured, it is clear that
in human society there is no social and




cannot be without man, and there-
fore without his passions, experiences,
ideas, emotions, will, that is, without
all that, which is called the psyche [4].

Modern forecasting belongs to the
integrative fields of knowledge, as it
covers socially significant problems
that cannot be pre-allocated to indi-
vidual departments of science. There-
fore, the role of socio-psychological as-
pects of human life in social forecasting
and social design is difficult to overes-
timate. However, their underestima-
tion, in particular, for example, such
aspects as archetypes of the collective
unconscious, a person’s perception of
reality, situational factors of social be-
haviour, etc., inevitably leads to inad-
equate assessments of situations on the
part of persons who make appropriate
decisions and who are unable to calcu-
late all possible consequences and re-
sults from their adoption. Inadequate
attention to the human factor, human
resources, and capabilities, as well as
those ‘nooks and crannies’ of the indi-
vidual and collective soul, does not just
weaken the information and analytical
support of public authorities. This can
pose potential risks and threats both to
the safety of people’s lives and to the
world in which they live.

This gives grounds to highlight the
following problems that are especially
important for Ukraine as a country that
is in a state of prolonged societal crisis
and against which it must respond to
today's post-pandemic challenges. One
of them concerns the development of
psychologically reasonable strategies
and technologies of anti-crisis man-
agement, which characterizes the abil-
ity of the public administration corps
to the long-term vision and strategic

thinking. The other concerns the de-
velopment of psychological reasonable
approaches to the implementation of
social forecasting. Both problems are
interdependent and condition each
other, and, at the same time, need to
be clarified in terms of actualization
of their actual socio-psychological va-
lidity. Thus, the general problem is to
determine the prognostic potential of
socio-psychological science. Thus, the
problem that determines the purpose
of the proposed article is to outline the
possibilities and limits of applying psy-
chological approaches in social fore-
casting (on the example of G. Durand's
social archetypes and the sociology of
imaginary).

Presentation of the main research
material. Forecasting is not limited
to attempts to predict the whole pic-
ture of the future, although it is based
on knowledge by observing tenden-
cies and patterns of development of
processes in various spheres of human
sustaining activity. Social forecasting,
in a broad sense, accumulates problems
that are related to different areas of sci-
entific knowledge. In a narrow sense,
social forecasting reveals the prospects
for the development of social relations.
The peculiarity of the theoretical and
methodological basis of prognosis is
the need to constantly consider the
new circumstances and the impossi-
bility of obtaining a single result that
would be used with one hundred per-
cent confidence. This fact is noticed by
many researchers working in the field
of social prognosis.

For Example, S. Feder notes that
in the field of forecasting, scientists al-
ways face the problem of not being able
to be unambiguously sure of the cor-
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rectness of the received forecast!. The
researcher himself criticizes the possi-
bility of obtaining a ‘single result’, i.e.
an accurate answer to the prognostic
issue, and, referring to J. Armstrong,
who adds that predictions with a single
result do not avoid uncertainty, they
expand the boundaries of surprise only.
Another important remark concerns
the need to provide alternatives in
forecasting, i.e. finding and obtaining
different results, for their comparison
and use. That is why S. Feder suggests
using both quantitative (mathemati-
cal) and qualitative (analytical) me-
thods when developing predictive
models [5].

According to W. Dunn, forecasts of
any kind: regardless of whether they are
based on an expert’s judgment, simple
extrapolation of historical trends, or
technically complex econometric mod-
els-show a tendency to errors based on
false or implausible assumptions, on
systems of institutional motivations
that increase the possibility of errors, as
well as on the rapidly increasing com-
plexity of issues that arise in the chang-
ing modern world [6]. Confirmation of
this opinion is found in the work of P.
Tetlock ‘Expert Political Judgment: How
Good Is It? How Can We Know? |7],
where cases are described shortcomings
of expert judgment, in particular, that
experts may know less than they be-
lieve, and that their predictions cannot
in part exceed random assumptions. D.
Gardner, assessing the accuracy of ex-
perts’ probabilistic judgments about a
wide range of events, from the stability
of multinational states to the growth

! Hereinafter, the author highlights in italics. —
0.S.
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prospects of emerging markets and the
risks of interstate conflict, found con-
firmation of the real stability of such
psychological phenomena as self-con-
fidence, retrospective bias, self-serving
biases in counterfactual reasoning, and
the difficulty of surpassing even simple
statistical models [8].

It is necessary to pay attention to
such problems as affective prediction
errors and erroneous perception of fore-
casting models by the general public.

Analysing the possibilities of pre-
dicting the results of the US presiden-
tial election, K. Dowding notes that
when building models, it is necessary
to consider the constant variability of
public sentiment, use relevant and veri-
fied data to obtain reliable results in
forecasting [9]. According to research
by S. Westwood, S. Messing, Y. Leikes,
the public has difficulty understanding
and responding correctly to probabi-
listic predictions [10]. The experiment
conducted by C. Norris, A. Dumville,
D. Lacy confirms that people are very
bad at predicting their emotional reac-
tions to future events, often overesti-
mating both the intensity and duration
of their reactions, especially to nega-
tive events, which, in fact, distinguish-
es the problem of affective prediction
ervors [11].

Besides, K. Dowding focuses on
threats from the public’s incorrect un-
derstanding of forecasts, because usu-
ally the public does not consider es-
timates of the probability of forecasts
and does not understand that they may
have an error. As a result, people over-
estimate or underestimate the reliabil-
ity of forecasts. That is, the difference
between studies based on different cri-
teria causes scepticism about any pro-




posed forecast, which in turn tarnishes
the reputation of the discipline (prog-
nosis). Conversely, what is perceived
as a forecast also influences judgments
about the (un)success of the model. In
short, ‘as many people, as many judg-
ments’ [12].

In general, the above judgments re-
garding the problems indicated at the
beginning of the article, it should be
noted that usually when developing a
predictive model based on patterns or
tendencies determined in the course
of observations, it is assumed that in
the future, if the specified conditions
are maintained, the corresponding
tendencies and patterns will have the
appropriate dynamics, which will lead
to an appropriate result. If certain pa-
rameters of the situation change, the
result will be different. However, there
is always the possibility that not all
conditions are tracked or considered,
and a change in one of the unaccount-
ed parameters can radically change the
whole picture.

In other words, although modern
forecasting has long overcome the
limitations of narrow discipline when
extrapolation was built based on exclu-
sively special knowledge in economics,
sociology, demography, ecology, en-
ergy or geopolitics, nevertheless, the
scientific and expert environment is
quite conservative in its essence, and
therefore seeks to apply the usual ap-
proaches and methods and is suspicious
of experimental methodological devel-
opments until they acquire universal
recognition. And this imposes certain
restrictions on prognostic models.

In this context, the statement, for
example, that modern economic laws
do not work in societies with a ‘non-

Western” mentality or are (and in the
future, it is not known how many will
be) in a specific, for example, psycho-
logically excited state [131, p. 7197—
198], not only acquire a completely
different connotation but also leads
to the need to emphasize the problem
of applying psychologically-based ap-
proaches in social forecasting, this is
determined by improper attention to
the role of the psychosocial factor in
public life and underestimation of its
impact on the development of society
as a whole [14].

Given the above, the developments
of the French sociologist Gilbert Du-
rand and the Ukrainian School of Ar-
chetypes (USAR) deserve attention.
In contrast to the classical approaches,
built-in line with positivist knowledge,
G. Durand proposes to set a broader fo-
cus (or context) in the study of social
reality, which allows not only to reveal
new dimensions of the studied phe-
nomena and processes but also to iden-
tify new aspects and properties, which
are usually ignored or not considered
by traditional approaches. In particu-
lar, the classical (structural) approach
of G. Durand is complemented by such
sections as the sociology of depths,
which is a methodological and concep-
tual development of Jung’s ideas, and
the sociology of the imaginary, which
actually focuses on the study of the
imaginary phenomenon [15].

Close to Gilbert Durand’s ideas in
terms of the methodological and con-
ceptual development of K. Jung’s ana-
lytical psychology, in particular, the
archetypal approach, are the develop-
ment of the Ukrainian school of arche-
types, which for more than ten years
in a row sharpens the methodology of
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social archetypes on public administra-
tion.

In my previous publications [16—
18], I repeatedly noted that the actu-
alization of the problem of the mass
(collective) unconscious, including
the archetype, which acts as a horizon
and context for understanding the phe-
nomena of social reality, is not only a
return to the archaic foundations of
spirituality. It can also determine the
direction of the future because arche-
types embody the hopes and dreams of
the people. In the archetypal ideas, im-
ages, symbols, etc., are hidden the deep
nature of the desires, expectations, as-
pirations, and hopes of people, which
arises as a result of the joint work of
consciousness and the collective un-
conscious. And since, the archetype
can be considered as information that
has socio-managerial value, therefore,
the appeal to the social archetype in
modern social studies, in particular in
public administration, is quite natural.

As for the phenomenon of the imag-
inary, it is appropriate to specify the
content of the central concept of G. Du-
rand’s theory ‘L’imaginaire’ (French)?.
The concept does not have an exact lit-
eral translation, a more or less approxi-
mate equivalent is the ‘world of the
imaginary’, so it is used literally in the
appropriate transcription (‘imaginer’).
Imaginary means both imagination as
ability, and what is imagined (imagi-
nary, which is reproduced through
fantasy), and the one who imagines,
and the process itself (imagination as a
function) and, finally, all that is com-

2 An approximate English equivalent is the im-
agery term.
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mon, preceding and uniting all these
components.

In the focus of the above transcrip-
tion, the imaginer is worth looking at
the well-known from ancient times
a purely human mechanism, which
R. Merton called ‘self-fulfilling proph-
ecy’ (self-fulfilling prophesy) [19]. We
are talking about the fact that an in-
dividual or tribe under the suggestive
pressure of foresight unconsciously
provokes expected events, even very
unfavourable for themselves. For ex-
ample, from the ethnographic litera-
ture, there are cases when the curse of
a shaman led to the death of a young
healthy person. It is no secret the influ-
ence of forecasts on the course of large-
scale historical events (for example,
the doctrine of the world proletarian
revolution). As A. Nazaretian rightly
points out, nowadays is full of similar
episodes. These are not only religious-
mystical or esoteric projects but also
theories presented in scientific form.
[20, p. 197].

Returning to the problematic as-
pects of social forecasting outlined at
the beginning of the article, it should
be noted that against the background
of the outlined difficulties, or rather
limitations that exist in the field of so-
cial forecasting, focusing on the need
to analyse the irrational sphere of mass
(collective) consciousness, in the unity
of its conscious and unconscious com-
ponents may seem untimely. How-
ever, underestimating the significance
of such an analysis may be unjustified
negligence, because considering the
motivational component of human be-
haviour, which is influenced by both
conscious and unconscious compo-




nents, can significantly expand the
methodological arsenal of forecasting.

Usually, the predictive algorithm
consists of understanding the past
through the focus of the present and the
present, as a result of past development,
based on this, the future is perceived as
a projection of real, very specific pro-
cesses and tendencies operating in the
present, at the further stage of society’s
development. It is an extrapolation of
tendencies, an approach that does not
always work where the past, in deter-
mining the present, does not help to
achieve the desired future. As, for ex-
ample, in the case of Ukraine, which in
its history has had no long experience
of either state or nation-building.

In such a situation, another fore-
casting algorithm is needed, which
should probably, firstly, present the
image of the desired future, secondly,
focus on existing examples that will set
the direction of movement in the right
direction, and on this basis, thirdly, de-
velop appropriate strategies based on
the realities that already exist. In this
case, it is appropriate to apply a differ-
ent research strategy. It is called a ‘ret-
roduction’: explanation is achieved by
establishing a real fundamental struc-
ture or mechanism responsible for cre-
ating the observed pattern. Based on a
retrospective analysis in a theoretical
explanation, the researcher can move
from real phenomena to structural
causes and mechanisms that generate
them, that is, conclude unobservable
entities and factors that consider the
observed patterns [21-23].

In itself, a retro production is an in-
tuitive and creative process rather than
logical, because creative imagination
and analogy are used for inverse rea-

soning from data to explanation, from
experience in the empirical plane to
possible structures in the real plane. At
the same time, re-productive logic sug-
gests that you determine the desired (or
undesirable) future state of the system/
object yourself and determine ways to
achieve (or avoid achieving) this state.
And it is here that models that consider
the motivational structures of the mass
(collective) conscious and unconscious
become an invaluable helper. This al-
lows you to predict certain desired (or
undesirable) results, identify possible
necessary (or dangerous) solutions to
assess the conditions that will contrib-
ute (or not contribute) to achieve the
intended.

Conclusions and prospects for
further researches. The forecast can
perform both a preventive and motiva-
tional function. The warning forecast
outlines the possible negative conse-
quences of the expected future and
forces to look for alternative ways or
compromise solutions to prevent it. A
motivational forecast, on the contrary,
can become a driving force (including
an unconscious one) for the implemen-
tation of a given project of the future
(both positive and negative). Thus,
when developing a forecast, it is neces-
sary to consider not only the features
of a situation but also the appropriate
(characteristic of the situation) psy-
chological state of social groups and
communities. In turn, this actualizes
the request for generalization of the
best practices of socio-psychological
science and the definition of psycho-
logical principles in predicting social
processes, which requires painstaking
work, which in modern realities is de-
termined by the need for rational influ-

257




ence on political, socio-economic and
humanitarian processes.
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