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OLYMPIC MYTH AS A MANIFESTATION
OF MYSTICAL NOCTURNE IN THE FORMATION
OF SPORTS AND DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS
OF STATES

Abstract. The article analyses the Olympic myth based on two regimes of
the imaginary according to G. Durand’s theory. After reviewing this approach
in detail, it was proved that the Olympic myth is a necessary element of a per-
son’s socio-political life, which accompanies him throughout his life and forms
the imagination about sports and sports diplomacy. It is proved that it is both an
epistemological basis and a source of human imagination in contrast to day and
night content, recalling, in particular, extraversion related to the day, activity,
light and introversion related to night rest, passivity and darkness.
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In G. Durand’s system, special attention is paid to the three structures asso-
ciated with the two regimes. Examples of heroic diurnal, dramatic nocturne are
given, and it is also determined that it is a manifestation of the mystical nocturne
and anthropological trajectory in sports diplomacy. The study of the Olympic
myth based on this methodology will reveal a new subjectivity of psychological
processes of human imagination. It is shown that the essence of sports and dip-
lomatic relations is to recognize that it is a means used by the imagination under
the influence of ancient mythology.

In the context of Durand’s theory, the main known Olympic myths and four
main periods of the progress of sports-diplomatic relations are analysed. The ar-
ticle examines the activities of states such as the USA, Great Britain, Germany,
North Korea and others. The author found that it is the mystical nocturne that
dominates diplomacy and has more grounds to influence the imagination in the
social environment.

There is no doubt that this theory can outline the sports and diplomatic events
of states, the possible prospects for their development, considering the formation
of further ideas.

Keywords: Olympic myth, sports-diplomatic relations, mystical nocturne, an-
thropological ferry, imaginer, sociology of imagination, the theory of imaginary.

OJIIMIIMCBhKUMN MI® K BUAB MICTUYHOTIO HOKTIOPHA
YV ®OPMYBAHHI CIIOPTHBHO-TUIIJIOMATUYHUX
BI/IHOCUH JIEP;KAB

Amnoranisi. Ha ocHOBi 1BOX pexxnmiB yssBHOTO 3a Teopieto JK. /lropana aHasri-
3yeTbest Ouimmiticbknii Mid. JleTanbHO pOTISHYBITH TeH Ti/IXi 1, BUBHAYEHO, 110
Ourimmificbkuil Mip — 11e HeOOXiJHMIT eJleMEHT COIiaTbHO-TTOJITHYHOTO KUTTSI
JIOJINHU, SIKUN CYTIPOBOJUKYE i1 IPOTATOM SKUTTS Ta (DOPMYE YSBY TIPO CIOPT Ta
CIOPTUBHY JuIlIomMaTilo. /loBeneHo, 1o BiH € 0{HOYACHO eIIiCTeMOJIOTiYHOIO OC-
HOBOIO Ta JIKEePEeJIOM JIIOJICHKOI YSBU Y IPOTUCTABJICHH] IEHHOTO Ta HiYHOTO 3Mi-
CTy, HaraJylouu, 30KpemMa, eKCTpaBepcilo, N0 HaJeKUTb 10 JHS, 10 MisJIbHOCTI,
JIO CBITJIa Ta IHTPOBEPCIIO, AKA HAJIEKUTD 10 HIYHOTO BiAIIOYNHKY, ITACUBHOCTI Ta
110 TEMPSIBH.

Y cucremi K. [liopana ocobsmBa yBara HpUAIISIETHCS TPHOM CTPYKTypaM,
MOB’sI3aHUMU 3 J[BOMa pexkuMamu. HaBenmeHno mnpukiaau repoiuHoro aiypHy,
J[paMaTUYHOIO HOKTIOPHY, & TAaKOK BU3HAYEHO, 1[0 € BUSIBOM MiCTUYHOTO HOK-
TIOPHY Ta aHTPOIIOJIOTIYHUM TPAEKTOM Y CIIOPTUBHIN annomartii. Jociimxenns
Oumnimmilicbkoro Miy Ha OCHOBI 11i€l METO0JIOTIT 1aCTh 3MOTY PO3KPUTU HOBY
cy0’€KTUBHICTD TICUXOJIOTIYHUX MPOIIECIB JOACHKOT ysiBU. OKpPECIeHOo, 10 CYTh
CMIOPTUBHO-IUTIIIOMATUYHUX BiZITHOCUH Y BUSHAHHI TOTO, TI[0 Tie — 3acib, SIKuil BU-
KOPUCTOBYE ysIBA TTi/i BINTABOM aHTUYHOT MihoJIoTii.

Y xontekcti Teopii K. /ltopana npoaHasnizoBaHO OCHOBHI Bifomi Oimtiii-
cbKi Mihu Ta YOTMPHU OCHOBHI TePioAM MPOrpecy CHOPTUBHO-AUIIOMATHYHUX
BiHOCUH. [locikyerbes nidnbHicTh nep:xkan, Takux gk CIIA, Beauka bpura-
nig, Himeuyunna, KH/IP ta in. 3’scoBano, 1110 camMe MiCTUYHUI HOKTIOPH JOMiHY€E
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B JIMIIJIOMATii Ta Ma€ OiJiblle IMiICTaB BIUIMBY Ha ysIBY B COI[aJbHOMY Cepejo-
BUIIII.

Hewmae cymHIBY, 1110 1151 T€OPist MOKE OKPECTIOBATH CIIOPTUBHO-AUIIJIOMATHY-
Hi TOZIiT /iep:kaB, MOKJIMBY MEPCIEKTUBRY iX PO3BUTKY 3 OTJISLY Ha (DOPMYBaHHS
MOJANBIINX YSABJIEHbD.

Kmouosi ciroBa: Omimirificbkuii Mi, CIOPTUBHO-AUIIIIOMATUYHI BilTHOCHHH,
MiCTUYHUI HOKTIOPH, aHTPOTIOJIOTIUHUI TPAEKT, iMaskiHeD, COIi0JIOTis ysBY, Te-
Opis ySABHOTO.

OJIUMIIUMCKUIN MUD KAK NMPOABJEHUE MUCTUYECKOIO
HOKTIOPHA B ®OPMUPOBAHUU
CIIOPTUBHO-IUIIJIOMATUYECKUX OTHOIIEHUI
TOCYIAPCTB

Annoramusi. Ha ocHoBe ByX pesknMoB BooGpazkaemoro 1o teopu JK. /liopa-
Ha anasmsupyercst Omumnuiickuii Mud. [Toapo6HO paceMOTPEB aHHbI TOXO,
ObLI0 [0Ka3aHo, yTo OuuMnuiickuit Mud — 910 HEOOXOAUMBII HJIEMEHT COIHU-
AJIbHO-TIOJIUTUYECKO KU3HU Yes0BeKa, KOTOPBIN COIIPOBOXKIAET ero B TeYeHue
KU3HU U (hOPMUPYET NPeJICTaBIeHNe O CIIOPTe U CIOPTUBHON AuTioMaTuu. /lo-
Ka3bIBaeTCsl, YTO OH SIBJISIETCS OJJTHOBPEMEHHO 3MHUCTEMOJIOTMYECKON OCHOBOH 1
HCTOYHUKOM Y€JIOBEYECKOTO BOOOPAKEHUST B MPOTUBOMOCTABJIEHUHN JTHEBHOTO
HOYHOTO CO/iep:KaHusl, HAlIOMUHAs, B YACTHOCTH, 9KCTPABEPCUIO, UTO OTHOCUTCS
KO JIHIO, K JIeSITeJTbHOCTH, K CBETY, U MHTPOBEPCHIO, KOTOPasi OTHOCUTCS K HOYHO-
MY OT/IBIXY, TACCUBHOCTH U K TEMHOTE.

B cucreme JK. [liopana ocoboe BHUMaHHWe YAETSIETCS TPEM CTPYKTypaM,
CBA3aHHBIM C IByMs pexkuMamu. [IpuBesieHbl npuMepsl Tepouyeckoro JuypHy,
JIPaMaTUYecKOro HOKTIOPHA, a TaKsKe OIlpeieJieHO, YTO ABJISeTCs TPOsIBICHUEM
MHUCTHYECKOTO HOKTIOPHA M aHTPOIIOJIOTMYECKUM TPAeKTOM B CIIOPTUBHOM AMII-
aomarun. Vceaenosanne Onumnuiickoro Muda Ha OCHOBE IaHHON METO/I0JIOTUH
TIO3BOJIUT PACKPBITH HOBYIO CYOBEKTUBHOCTD TICUXOJOTUYECKUX MPOIIECCOB de-
JIOBeYeCcKoro BooOpaskenust. OuepueHo, 4To CyTh CIIOPTUBHO-IUTLIOMATHYECKIX
OTHOIIIEHUH B TPU3HAHUK TOTO, YTO 3TO CPEICTBO, KOTOPOE UCIIOJIb3YeT BOOOpa-
JKeHUe 11071 BJUSHIEeM aHTUYHON MU(bOJIOTHH.

B xontekcre teopun K. /[topana nmpoaHaan3npoBaHbl OCHOBHbIE U3BECTHBIE
OusmmMnuiickue Mugbl ¥ yYeTblpe OCHOBHBIX IepHojia Iporpecca CIOPTUBHO-
JIUIJIOMAaTHYeCKUX OTHolleHui. B crtaTbe wuccienyercs: nedaTesbHOCTb TOCYy-
napcrs, Takux Kak CIITA, Beaukobpuranus, Tepmanus, KH/IP u ap. ¥Ycranos-
JIEHO, YTO UMEHHO MMCTUYHUI HOKTIOPH JOMUHUPYET B JUIJIOMATUM U UMeeT
GoJIbIlie OCHOBAHUIT BO3/EHCTBYS HA BOOOPasKeHNE B COUANBHON Cpee.

Her comuenus, uto ganHas Teopust MoskeT 04epynBaTh CIIOPTUBHO-IAILIOMA-
THYECKUE COOBITHSI TOCY/IAPCTB, BO3MOKHYTO MEPCIIEKTHBY UX PA3BUTHSI C YYETOM
(bopmMupoBaHus AaIbHENIITNX TPe/ICTaBICHU.

Kmouessle cioBa: OsnmMnuiickuii Mud, CHOpTUBHO-AUIIIIOMAaTHYECKHE OTHO-
HIeHUsT, MUCTUYECKUI HOKTIOPH, aHTPOIIOJIOTUYECKU I TPaeKT, UMaskKMHep, COINO-
JIOTUST BOOOPasKEHUsT, TEOPHST BOOOPAKAEMOTO.
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Problem statement. The history of
the sport as a component of interna-
tional relations dates back thousands
of years and has its roots in the ancient
Olympic Games. This period was the
time of the formation of mythological
consciousness and European civiliza-
tion in general, within which Olymp-
ism was born. The first sports compe-
titions and sports-diplomatic relations
were part of rituals dedicated to gods
and heroes. Myths about the Olympian
gods, the exploits of Hercules, the Tro-
jan War influenced the modern world-
view and became the cornerstone of
the formation of the sports industry in
general and sports competitions, physi-
cal education, foreign and humanitar-
ian policy in sports in particular. That
is why the great potential for their
objective study contains an appeal to
G. Durand’s scientific heritage. He
developed a structural theory, which
reflects the structuralism and study
of mythology through the methods of
C. Jung, S. Freud, G. Dumerzil, A. Cor-
ben, C. Levi-Strauss, G. Bashlar and
M. Eliade.

Analysis of recent publications.
Some aspects of the topic are consid-
ered in a number of fundamental works,
among their authors should be noted
R. Jones, F. Matyshak, W. Mabillard
and M. Maffesoli. However, the study
of the sociology of the imaginary in
sports, as a rule, did not have a wide
scientific and practical use and did not
become the subject of interest of spe-
cialists representing other areas of the
humanities.

The purpose of the article is an
analysis of the methodological poten-
tial of G. Durand’s theory in general
and the selection and characteristics of

the mystical nocturne, in particular, for
the study of modern sports and diplo-
matic relations through the prism of the
Olympic myth.

Presentation of the main research
material. Sport plays an important role
as a means of promoting social integra-
tion and economic development in dif-
ferent geographical, cultural and po-
litical contexts. It is also worth noting
that it is a powerful tool for strengthen-
ing public ties, promoting the ideals of
peace, brotherhood, solidarity, non-vio-
lence, tolerance and justice. Along with
the positive potential, sport reflects
the complexity and contradictions of
social relations. Understanding sports
as a unique tool for attracting, mobiliz-
ing and inspiring people is historically
based on the mythological worldview
of each individual.

In the modern world, the myth is a
necessary element of human social life,
which constantly follows it. Expressing
his point of view, the British thinker B.
Malinowski in his mythological con-
cept identifies the social context in the
problem of myth [1]. In turn, according
to the American Jungian R. Jones, the
myth is a collective ‘dream’ of a whole
generation of people at a certain histori-
cal moment. It turns out that the whole
nation fell asleep at the same time’ [2].
The value of this phenomenon is deter-
mined by the significance of the myth
for a particular social group.

From a methodological point of
view, the study of myth should be based
on the principles of systematics, objec-
tivity and historicism, which provide
consideration of sports and diplomatic
relations in the context of socio-politi-
cal, cultural development of human so-
ciety as a whole and one of its most im-
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portant areas as international relations.
The range of participants in sports and
diplomatic relations is extremely wide:
states, government agencies in the field
of sports, international and national
sports associations, athletes, coaches,
sports professionals, the media, the fan
movement and business structures, etc.
The most singular of this list are three
main social groups of sports-diplomatic
relations: athletes, diplomats and fans.
According to the Ukrainian political
scientist S. M. Kulyk, ‘sport, like diplo-
macy, is a kind of model of the world.
Athletes, like diplomats, are anthropo-
logical actors who make decisions and
act at their own risk. In their game,
they adhere to the principle of fair
play, traditions, protocol and etiquette
(opening/closing of the Games, award-
ing participants), rank and titles (for
example, the title of master of sports
and diplomatic rank awarded for life),
rotation, respect for decisions/agree-
ments, (in sports: coaches, judges; in
diplomacy: heads of state, delegations).
Many of them are national heroes in
their countries, and sport has become
a kind of national idea’ [3]. This indi-
cator is fundamental for finding fea-
tures like the formation of groups of
fans from different sports. According to
M. Maffesoli, the nature of their inter-
nal relations and the position of man in
them, these socialites (or groups) re-
semble the existing tribes (tribius) with
the only difference that are formed not
on the principle of consanguinity but
rather based on effective unity. Sports,
music, fashion, etc. may be of interest to
members of such new tribes. In contrast
to classical ‘tribalism’ with its inher-
ent stability, fans are characterized by
‘neo-tribalism’, which is characterized

by fluidity, extravagance, emotional ex-
citement, the spontaneity of life mani-
festations intertwined with the current
life of these social groups, form every-
day life, in a peculiar way ‘fitting into
the usual banality’ [4].

Asearly as 776 BC, the first Olympic
Games were held, confirmed by written
sources. This date is considered the be-
ginning of the history of the Olympics
[5]. We have many legends and myths
about the origin of the Olympic Games,
the characters of which were quite di-
verse. The Olympic myth has spread
and lives not only in literature and the
human imagination, it immediately
finds a way out in everyday human ac-
tivities, in particular in the forms and
directions of sports.

Despite the intuitive clarity of the
concept of myth, which breaks through
from the depths and is realized in
the processes taking place in society,
G. Durand developed a theory of ‘soci-
ology of imagination’. In this case, the
term ‘imagination’is used as a substitute
for the French word ‘imaginer’, which
means not only the imaginary but also
the imaginer, i.e. the subject, object and
imagination at the same time. Sociol-
ogy of the imaginary argues that man
has one thing: the imaginer, only the
myth, only the collective unconscious,
which in its internal, inherent in the
imaginary logic postulates and creates
an idea of the object, and most impor-
tantly, the idea of the subject [6]. The
moment imagination is freed from the
shackles of reason with its rules and
principles comes the moment when
imagination is not afraid of the absurd
and can combine concrete or abstract
realities to create a new form, or a new
concept of views on myth, which can
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avoid submission to principles. G. Du-
rand classifies myths into the following
three groups: heroic, dramatic and mys-
tical, which correspond to two regimes
of imagination: day (diurne) and night
(nocturne). After describing a specific
myth, it is possible to find this myth in
a large number of cultural realizations
at different times and in different con-
texts, the basis on which myth criticism
can be built [10].

Among the most famous Olympic
myths are the following:

* the myth of the Olympic Games,
organized by the son of Zeus as Hercu-
les, who performed twelve legendary
feats. In honour of one of these feats
and began to hold the Olympic Games;

¢ the myth of the Founding of the
Olympic Games in honour of the vic-
tory in the chariot race of Pelops, the
grandson of the great Zeus, over King
Enomay.

¢ the myth that the King of Elida
as Ifit organized the Olympic Games in
agreement with Lycurgus, the people’s
legislator of Sparta, to confirm the de-
sire to end wars and live in peace [7].

All these myths belong to the diurne
as a heroic, masculine daily myth, at the
centre of which the person who opposes
death wants to be first and achieves the
goal. Thus, the daily myth has become
an auxiliary force in the preservation of
traditions, the formation of sports and
diplomatic relations, equal opportuni-
ties and the desire to win. If we analyse
the achievements of countries at the
Olympic Games, the closest to the diur-
nal regime are the following countries:
the USA (2802 medals), Great Britain
(873 medals) and Germany (824 med-
als). They are characterized by superi-
ority in politics, achievements, deeds

and actions, as well as in the expression
of their culture and traditions in sports
8].

More dramatic and generalized is
the dramatic nocturne as a female night
myth, which is characterized by cyclic-
ity, the presence of the plot of overcom-
ing death through rebirth. The notion
of time and reason plays a significant
role in this case. Influenced by the plots
of ancient mythology and the study of
relations, W. Mabillard identified four
main periods of progress in sports and
diplomatic relations. They are a good
reflection of the kind of nocturne dra-
matic because the structure of the dra-
ma is precisely the alternation of oppo-
site elements: suffering and happiness,
successes and failures, gains and losses.
Each phase of a dramatic story entails a
phase with the opposite sign, which is a
specific tension. The presented sports-
diplomatic periods form that cyclicity
and the phenomenon of the dramatic
nocturne in new manifestations in
events and the ratio of sports and the
sphere of international relations in the
development of human society.

The scientist refers to the first pe-
riod of historical sports diplomacy. It
covers the time from the birth of the
ancient Olympic Games to the end of
the nineteenth century, i.e. the revival
of Olympic traditions in modern times
and the creation of the International
Olympic Committee (IOC). This is a
period of success, prosperity and gradu-
al inclusion of sport in the orbit of inter-
national relations and diplomacy. From
the end of the nineteenth century to
the Second World War, the second pe-
riod begins. It is a time of suffering, loss,
development of sports, international
sports movement and the formation of
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sports diplomacy in the oppressive to-
talitarian conditions. The next, third
period is the Cold War (1949-1991).
It is the brightest because, in the con-
ditions of the bipolar world and active
involvement of sports in the diplomatic
sphere, new achievements are constant-
ly appearing, which keep sports as a key
tool of diplomatic relations for a long
time. In turn, the modern period, which
has begun after the end of the Cold War
as a result of the collapse of the USSR
and the bloc system, and it now exists.
Sport acquires global features, the term
‘sports diplomacy’ is included in aca-
demic discourse and international prac-
tice, international interaction in sports,
as well as the interaction of sports in-
stitutions with various actors in inter-
national relations, has several cyclical
phases that are constantly moving from
progress to regress [9]. Each of these
periods is represented by a wide range
of research works, and in each of them,
there is a manifestation of the dramatic
nocturne, which formed an Olympic-
related myth cyclicity in the history of
the sport.

The mystical nocturne needs special
attention because it is mostly covered
by sports and diplomatic relations.
Like the dramatic nocturne, it contains
a feminist nature, a female nocturnal
myth that overcomes death through its
inclusion in itself. Diplomats are char-
acterized by the dominance of the mys-
tical nocturne. They tend to find com-
promises, are conformist, easily adapt to
any conditions, establish comfort, safe-
ty and harmony by establishing rela-
tions. As it is known, situational experi-
ence to this day also has manifestations
of the myth of the mystical nocturne.
During the Olympic Games in Ancient

Greece, as well as for seven days before
and seven days after their end, a sacred
truce was established, the violators of
which were severely punished [10]. Tt
was a kind of sports diplomacy of antiq-
uity and a manifestation of the mystical
nocturne. Trying to absorb and trans-
form the danger that meets on the way,
the mystical nocturne makes it a part of
itself, which is confirmed in sports and
diplomatic relations. There are many
manifestations of the mystical noc-
turne regime. One of the most famous
occurred in 2008 when the armed con-
flict in South Ossetia began. The first
shots were fired on the opening day of
the Summer Olympics in Beijing, later
the conflict was also called the ‘five-day
war’. The London Summer Olympics in
2012 also did not contribute to the end
of the civil war in Syria.

An example of the transition from
a mystical nocturne to a heroic diurne
in sports is the 2018 Olympic Games,
which took place in Pyeongchang,
South Korea. The city is located 80 ki-
lometres from the border with North
Korea only, which constantly provokes
the international community with its
missile and nuclear tests. That’s why
there have been proposals to postpone
the Olympics or a possible boycott of
the Games. Nevertheless, the efforts
of the IOC leadership were success-
ful. South Korea invited North Korea
to participate in the Games and with-
in a few weeks, it was agreed that the
DPRK would send athletes and cultur-
al figures to South Korea [11].

The above list of events suggests
that the most significant imprint in
sports and diplomatic relations leaves
the myth that belongs to the mystical
nocturne regime.
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Conclusions and prospects for fur-
ther researches. Therefore, it should
be concluded that any state that claims
a global or regional status in world poli-
tics today must have at its disposal the
tools of ‘soft power’. The great potential
of its formation and use in sports con-
tains a mythological analysis using the
principles inherent in G. Durand’s the-
ory. Deepening historical knowledge
about the phenomenon of the Olympic
myth as such, based on the diurnal and
nocturne regimes that expand the pos-
sibilities of sports diplomacy based on
an understanding of the behaviour of
individual actors (social groups and en-
tire states), can become the basis for the
formation of holistic sports and diplo-
matic concept. Further research in this
direction remains promising in the con-
text of research on sports and diplomat-
ic relations of each country separately.
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