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TENDENCY OF DISTANCE EDUCATION
DEVELOPMENT IN THE SYSTEM
OF INDEPENDENT EDUCATION

Abstract. The issues of distance learning in the system of continuous educa-
tion have been presented in this article. The leading tendency in its development
has been proved. The views of scholars on the different aspects of the distance edu-
cation problem are described. It is made clear that the most researchers consider
distance learning as an innovative educational product, and as the most effective
means of ensuring continuing education, the content of which depends on the
events occurring in society. It has been established that the generator of changes
in the practice of distance education in the whole world became the United King-
dom Open University, which gave a high prestige to distance learning, and also
encouraged the emergence of such universities in many, both developed indus-
trial and developing countries. It is proved that the process of transition from
industrial to informational society involves the introduction of the newest peda-
gogical technologies into the educational process of higher educational institu-
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tions, provides opportunities for updating the content and methods of teaching,
the ways of presenting educational information, the use of computer technolo-
gies with high power. The importance and necessity of purposeful realization of
scientific, comparative-pedagogical analysis of foreign experience in organizing
distance learning, which will stimulate the mobile introduction of world innova-
tions into the national system of pedagogical education and increase the possi-
bilities of its integration into the world of pedagogical space, is emphasized. It has
been established that with the formation of socio-economic, scientific and per-
sonal preconditions, distance education has acquired its historical significance
for a person and society, has found a corresponding embodiment in real reality, its
development is closely intertwined with the development of social and economic
relations.

Keywords: distance education, continuous education, Open University, com-
puter technologies, information technologies.

TEHJAEHIIT PO3BUTKY ZIPICTAHIIII?IHOI‘O HABYAHHA
B CMCTEMI HEIIEPEPBHOI OCBITA

AHoranis. Po3riigsHyTO MUTaHHS 1MO/I0 TUCTAHIIIHHOTO HAaBYAHHS B CHUCTE-
Mi HerlepepBHOI OCBiTH, OOTPYHTOBAHO Ta BU3HAYEHO MPOBIIHI TEH/EHIIT HOTo
po3BuTKy. CxapaKTepr30BaHO IMOIJISIN HAYKOBIIB CTOCOBHO Pi3HMX aCIIE€KTiB
npobIeMH JUCTAHIIAHOI OCBiTH. 3’s1COBAHO, 10 OiLIBINICTh AOCHIIHUKIB PO3-
[JISIIAI0Th JUCTAHITITHE HAaBYAHHS SIK IHHOBAIIIWHWI OCBITHIN MPOYKT Ta Haii-
edeKTUBHIIINI 3aci6 3a06e311e4eHHS HellePEPBHOI OCBITH, 3MICT SIKOTO 3aJI€KUTh
BiJI TTO/1iiA, 1110 BiIOYBAIOTHCS B CYCHiIbCTBI. [eHepaTopoM 3MiH y MPaKTHI -
CTaHIIHOT OCBITH i IPECTUIKY AMCTAHIIITHOTO HABYAHHSI, a TAKOJK TIOSIBU TIOIi6-
HUX YHIBEPCUTETIB ¥y 6araThOX PO3BUHEHMX i KpaiHaX, [0 PO3BUBAIOTHCS, CTaB
Binkputnii yaisepcuter Cnomydenoro KopoaiBcrsa. /loBeseHno, 1o mpoiiec
mepexoay Bijl iHAyCTpiasbHOTO 10 iH(MOPMAIiHOTO CycHiJbcTBa Nepegadadae
3aMpOBA/IKEHHST Y HABYATbHO-BUXOBHUI TIPOIIEC BUIIMX HABYATbHUX 3aKJIA/IiB
HOBITHIX TeJaroTiYHNX TEXHOJIOTIH, 3abe3Ieuy€e MOKJIUBOCTI JIJIsi OHOBJIEH-
HsT 3MIiCTy U MeTO/iB HaBYaHHs, CIOCOOIB TOMaHHs HaBYalIbHOI iH(opMarii,
BUKOPUCTAHHSI KOMITIOTEPHUX TEXHOJOTIH, SIKi MalOTh BEJUKI TOTY>KHOCTI.
Harosomyerbest Ha BasKJIMBOCTI U HEOOXiHOCTI IiJIeCIIPSIMOBAHOTO 3ilic-
HEHHsI HayKOBOTO, TIOPiBHSIBHO-TTEAaroriyHOro aHasisy 3apybisKHOTO JOCBiLy
I[0/I0 OpraHizaiii AMCTAaHIIHHOTO HaBYaHHS, SIKE CTUMYJIOBAaTHMe MOOiIbHE
3aIPOBA/I)KEHHS CBITOBUX IHHOBAINN y BITUM3HSHY CUCTEMY I1€/IaroTivHOI OC-
BiTH Ta 30i/bIIyBaTHME MOKJIMBOCTI 1i iHTerparii y CBITOBUI IeaaroriyHuit
pocTip. 3 GOPMYBaHHSIM COIIAIbHO-eKOHOMIYHIX, HAYKOBHX i1 0COOUCTICHUX
HepelyMOoB, IUCTaHIliiHa OCBiTa Ha0yJia CBOTO iCTOPUYHOTO 3HAYEHHSI [IJIST JIfO-
JIMHU 1 CYCIIJIbCTBA, 3HANIIIA BiJIIOBIIHE BTIJIEHHS B peasibHill AiliCHOCTI, i1
PO3BUTOK TiCHO TIEPEIJIITAETHCS 3 PO3BUTKOM CYCITIJIBHUX 1 eKOHOMIYHUX BiJl-
HOCHH.

Kimouogi ciioBa: jucTanIliiine HaBYaHHs, HeTlepepBHA OCBiTa, BIIKPUTHH YHi-
BEPCUTET, KOMIT'IOTEPHI TEXHOJIOTI, iHopMaIlifiHi TEXHOJIOTII.
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TEHAEHIIMN PA3SBUTHUA
AUCTAHIIMOHHOTO OBYYEHHA
B CUCTEME HEIIPEPBIBHOI'O OBPA3OBAHUA

AmnHoramusi. PaccMOTpPeHbI BOTIPOCHI TI0 AUCTAHIIMOHHOMY O0YY€HUIO B CHC-
TeMe HeIlpepbIBHOTO 00pa3oBaHusi, 0G0CHOBAHbBI U ONPEIETEHBl OCHOBHBIE TEH-
JneHnuu ero pasputus. OXapakTepu30BaHbI B3TJISAAbl YUYEHBIX TI0 PA3JUUYHBIM
acreKTaM Ipo6JIeMbl AUCTAHIIMOHHOTO 00pa3oBaHus. BoisicHeHO, 4TO OOJIBIINH-
CTBO HCCJIeIOBATENIENl pacCMATPUBAET IMCTAHIIMOHHOE O0yueHre Kak WHHOBA-
[IMOHHBI 00pa30BaTEJbHbII MPOAYKT U 3((HEKTUBHOE CPEACTBO 0OECTICUeHSI
HENpepbIBHOTO 0Opa30BaHusl, COJEPKAaHIe KOTOPOTO 3aBUCKUT OT COOBITHIA, TIPO-
UCXOANIMX B 001ecTBe. [eHepaTtopoM U3MEHEHH B TPAKTUKE AUCTAHIIMOHHOTO
06pa30BaHusI U TPECTHIKA TUCTAHIIMOHHOTO O0YYEHMsI, a TaK/Ke TTOSIBJIEHUS 10~
MOOHBIX YHUBEPCUTETOB BO MHOTUX Pa3BUTHIX M CTPaHAX, KOTOPbIE Pa3BUBAIOT-
cs, ctan OTkpoiThiil yHuBepcuter Coenunennoro KoposescrBa. /lokazano, 4yto
MPOIIECC TIEPEX0/Ia OT MHAYCTPUATIBHOTO K MH(MDOPMAIIMOHHOMY OOIIECTBY MPe/-
HoJIaraeT BBeJIeHHE B y4eOHO-BOCIIMTATEIBHBIN TIPOIECC BHICIINX YYeOHBIX 3a-
BeJICHUI HOBEHINX TearOrmYecKuX TEXHOJOTHH, 06eCIeYMBaeT BOSMOKHOCTH
JUIst OOHOBJIEHUSI COJIEP/KAaHUsI M METOL0B 00y4eHUsI, CIIOCOOOB IPEICTaBIeHNUS
yueOHOI mH(POPMAIIUU, UCTIOJIB30BaHIEe KOMITBIOTEPHBIX TEXHOJIOTHIT, KOTOPbIE
umeioT 60Jibie MOTHOCTH. OTMEYaeTcst BAKHOCTh U HEOOXOAUMOCTD IeJIeHa-
MIPABJIEHHOTO OCYIIECTBJIEHUS HAYYHOTO, CPABHUTEIBHO-TIEATOTMYECKOTO aHa-
Ji3a 3apy0OesKHOTO OIbITA TI0 OPTAHU3AIIH TUCTAHITHOHHOTO 00YY€HsI, KOTOPOE
OyleT CTUMYJIMPOBATh MOOUJIBHOE BBEJEHNE MUPOBBIX WHHOBAIMII B OTEYECT-
BEHHYIO CHCTEMY MearornyecKoro o6pa3oBaust U yBeJUUNBATh BO3MOKHOCTH
ee MHTEeTpaly B MUPOBOE Iejiarorudeckoe mpoctpanctso. C popmMupoBanuem
COIUATTbHO-9KOHOMUYECKUX, HAYYHBIX U JTMYHOCTHBIX MPEITOCHIIOK JAUCTAHITH-
oHHOe 0Opa3oBaHue 0603HAYNIIO CBOE UCTOPUYECKOE 3HAYECHUE [/ YeJIOBEKa U
00111eCTBa, HAIILJIO COOTBETCTBYIOIIEE BOILIONIEHUE B PEATbHOI AefiCTBUTETHBHOC-
TH, €€ Pa3BUTHE TECHO MEPEIIETAETCS ¢ Pa3BUTHEM OOIIECTBEHHBIX 1 9KOHOMU-
YECKUX OTHOIIEHUIA.

KiioueBble cioBa: IUCTaHIMOHHOE OOydYeHUe, HEMpepbhiBHOE 0OpasoBaHUeE,
OTKPBITHII YHUBEPCUTET, KOMITBIOTEPHBIE TEXHOJIOTUH, MH(POPMAIIMOHHbBIE TEXHO-
JIOTHH.

Target setting. Today, the need for
continuous education is a natural phe-
nomenon. The rapid development of
technologies prompts changes. Con-
tinuous improvement is a feature of the
professional life of a modern person.
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Distance learning involves the use of
advanced technical means. An impor-
tant requirement for student learning is
the organization of educational process
in the system of continuous education
in the information society, where the




methodological, theoretical, educa-
tional techniques are updated in educa-
tional process.

Analysis of basic research and
publication. The problem development
and application of distance learning
technologies is wide. Studies of domes-
tic and foreign scientists are diverse in
nature, namely:

* study of general tendencies and
perspectives development of distance
learning in the system of continuous
education. To this issue, were devoted
the works of T. Andersona, V. Andru-
shchenko, R. Harrisona, T. Desiatova,
I. Ziaziuna, V. Kremenia, M. Moore,
D. Taylor, J. Hess, B. Shunevycha and
others. Scientists have established that
the development of distance learning
is divided into periods that coincide
with the beginning of industrialization,
informatization, society globalization,
and also consists of different genera-
tions of media;

* use of information technology in
the process of distance learning. The
mentioned problem was dealt with
by G. Ball, V. Bykov, B. Hershunskyi,
J. Grimm, O. Dovhiallo, P. Klifford,
M. Jacobsen etc. The researchers stu-
died the impact of these technologies
to improve the system of distance edu-
cation, they found out that informa-
tion technologies are gradually replac-
ing traditional means and methods of
transmission of educational materials
and provide educational services of dif-
ferent nature in remote areas;

* use of media, information and com-
munication technologies in distance
learning. To this issue, devoted his stu-
dies such researches as C. Woodleya,
R. Hurevych, S. Kozei, C. Meredith,
G. Onkovych et al., who defined mo-

dern approaches to the educational pro-
cess, focusing on the teacher’s use of
interactive technologies and networks,
treating them as interactive interaction;

 definition of the computeriza-
tion influence on psychological and
pedagogical aspects of distance learn-
ing technologies. The mentioned prob-
lems were dealt with by M. Zhaldak,
Ye. Heltyshcheva, J. McQuaid and
others. The authors note that teach-
ers have to understand how electronic
materials online are perceived and also
be aware about the dangerous aspects
overuse of computer programs and
emergence of addiction;

* study of the consequences of the
use of virtual worlds. These issues
are highlighted in the written works
R. Vitsilaki, M. Castells, O. Kyvliuk,
N. Tapsis etc., who disclosed the vir-
tualization features within the educa-
tional environment of informational
pedagogy and emphasized that virtual
learning environment contributes to
greater interaction between students in
study and their joint work in distance
and mixed learning;

* organization of independent work
of students, determination of the ways
to increase the efficiency of feedback
of teachers with students. To these
problems, were devoted the studies of
C. Dobbyn, V. Kozakov, O. Mukoviz,
F. Chetwynd and others. Specialists
have established that the use of com-
puter technologies forms the ability for
independent cognitive activity, inde-
pendent work is considered as a method
of training in the field of distance edu-
cation, feedback is mainly carried out in
the form of written remarks.

The analysis of scientific and peda-
gogical sources shows that the issue of
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determining the tendencies of distance
learning in continuous education sys-
tem was not specifically studied by sci-
entists.

The purpose of the paper is to clari-
fy the main tendency of distance learn-
ing development in the system of mo-
dern continuous education.

The statement of basic materials.
Education in the modern world is a
social and spiritual basis of human life.
The development of society directly
depends on the qualitative training
of specialists, the level of their know-
ledge. Provision and formation of a high
intellectual level of a person can be fa-
cilitated by distance education, which
offers wide opportunities for obtaining
educational services in an unlimited
geographical area.

The distance education is increas-
ingly being implemented globally also
in Ukraine. By right, it can be consid-
ered an innovative educational pro-
duct. It can be considered as one of the
means of implementing the principle of
promoting educational services among
various categories of persons who have
some restrictions in full-time educa-
tion.

Distant education is the education
of modern society; it is the organization
of education throughout life. Today,
distance learning has been seen as the
most effective means of providing con-
tinuous learning.

Adult education and continuing vo-
cational education are closely linked
to human life. V. Andriushchenko,
1. Ziaziun, V. Kremen confirm that “to-
day the society needs a professionally
mobile specialist capable of moving up
the vertical steps in his field, and in pa-
rallel — from one branch to another.
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The preparation of such specialist is an
urgent problem of high school” [3].

The national strategy development
of continuous education throughout
life envisages providing support for
young professionals after the comple-
tion of the institution of vocational
education, improving the quality of
educational services of the vocational
education system, and creating and
providing support to organizations
providing educational services for the
adult population [9, p. 71].

Consequently, every country tries to
stimulate the development of its citi-
zens and encourage them to participate
in continuous education, since it is in-
formation and knowledge that is the
basis of competitiveness and its eco-
nomic growth.

At the present stage of develop-
ment, the idea of continuous learning
has become widespread throughout the
world. In many countries of the world:
the United Kingdom, Spain, Canada,
Korea, Finland, France, Germany, Swe-
den, Japan, the concept of continuous
education formally forms the basis of
state policy in education. Similar pro-
cesses take place in the countries of
Eastern Europe — Poland, Hungary,
Ukraine, Slovakia [5, p. 42].

Realizing that virtually every sphere
of life requires knowledge and high
qualification, people begin to study or
return to study, having already a certain
basis. Confirmation of this thesis can
be found in the “Action Plan on Adult
Education and Continuous Learning
in Quebec”, Canada: “Globalization,
competition and technology develop-
ment require continuous education and
training for adults in the workplace. In
the modern socio-economic context,




every adult should be guaranteed re-
gardless of their labor market situa-
tion, continuous learning support and
support in their efforts to improve, as
well as improve their knowledge on a
general basis, so that they are aware of
changes in technologies” [2, p. 15].

The idea of teaching a person
throughout their life in all states and
at all times remained relevant, never
losing its vitality, thereby confirming
the eternal desire of a man to know the
world around them and at the same
time change it. People who already have
higher education continue to study.
The scientist J. Heckman confirms that
knowledge is the result of learning, and
skills learned in childhood influence
further learning and achievements |7,
p. 1-34].

Another great German poet, play
writer and thinker J. Goethe wrote:
“Our predecessors could be content
with the level of education they re-
ceived in their youth. As for us, then
we must start learning again every five
years if we do not want to fall behind
life”.

The process of transition from in-
dustrial to information society at the
end of the second half of the twentieth
century envisaged introduction of the
newest pedagogical technologies into
educational process of higher educa-
tional institutions, provided oppor-
tunities for updating the content and
methods of teaching, ways of submit-
ting educational information.

During this time, in the educational
systems of many countries in the world,
the significant structural changes have
happened, due to the significant influ-
ence of scientific and technological pro-
gress on the vital activity of the society.

Every worker begins to need the higher
education necessary for the survival of
the mankind.

A well-known Polish scientist B. Su-
chodolski emphasizes that “the speed of
technological change imposes the obli-
gation on every employee to continu-
ously update their basic training ..”
[13, p. 61].

It should be noted that one of the
progressive forms of education that
provided a system of training and con-
tinuous support at the high qualifica-
tion level of specialists was distance
education, which corresponds to the
principles of innovative development of
the society in interests of every person.

The global tendency of transition to
non-traditional forms of education can
be traced also in the growth of the num-
ber of universities that are training on
these technologies. The long-term goal
of developing distance learning in the
world is to enable every student who
is studying anywhere to do a course in
any educational institution. This in-
volves moving from limited concept of
physical movement of students from
country to country to the concept of
mobile ideas, knowledge and learning
to share knowledge through the ex-
change of educational resources. Global
distribution of communication chan-
nels ensured the fulfillment of this task
[6, p. 26].

Leading domestic and foreign scien-
tists (B. Bykov, C. Woodleya, G. Gas-
kell, T. Desiatov, C. Dobbyn, M. Zhal-
dak, H. Kozlakova, V. Kukharenko,
V. Kusherets, C. Meredith, V. Oliinyk,
J. Richardson, G. Wilmot, B. Holm-
berg, F. Chetwynd, B. Shunevych, etc.)
have contributed to scientific works on
the development of distance learning.
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Investigation by researchers has
identified the place of distance educa-
tion as an educational technology in
the context of continuous education,
which appeared, on the one hand, as
the response of educational systems to
the objective tendencies of globaliza-
tion and informatization, the growth
of the dynamics of socio-economic de-
velopment, and on the other hand — as
a reaction to the rapid development of
information and communication tech-
nologies and the possibility of their
application in educational practice.
Therefore, the formation and develop-
ment of distance education is closely
intertwined with the development of
social and economic relations.

American researchers G. Wilmott,
B. Holmberg have emphasized that tra-
ditional and distance education can not
be opposed, because, despite the diffe-
rent methods used, the essence of the
educational process remains unchanged
8, p. 114-122].

Distance learning is not the inven-
tion of the twentieth century. This idea
has more than two hundred years his-
tory and coincides with the intensive
development of mail, which allowed
sending of educational materials (cor-
respondence training).

In the process of study, it was found
out that correspondence education
originated in Europe earlier than in
North America [12]. This means that
the industrialization of society in Eu-
rope from the point of view of the
theory of industrialization of teaching
provisions by O. Petersa [10, p. 19-34]
began earlier than in the countries of
North America.

“If you are going to implement
an industrialized form of education”,

a4

O. Peters warns, “you must be prepared
to live with problems that the indus-
trialization of education brings” [10,
p. 19-34].

To launch the Open University of
the United Kingdom, which offered full
programs for university degrees, cour-
ses and the use of innovative methods,
new technical means of training, has led
to changes in practice of distance edu-
cation throughout the world. The Open
University has given high prestige to
distance learning and encouraged the
emergence of similar universities in de-
veloped industrialized countries such
as Canada, Germany, Japan, as well as
in the developing countries.

Throughout the history of the dis-
tance education development in Eu-
rope, the spread of its scale was ob-
served; mainly “open universities”,
which constantly used new technical
means. Audio recordings were used to
teach the blind, as well as to teach for-
eign languages all classes of students.
Laboratory complexes were used for
teaching such subjects as electronics
and radio engineering.

In the United States, distance edu-
cation arose on the basis of television
education. In the early 30s, the Uni-
versity of ITowa, Purdue University,
College of Kansas began experimental
television programs that became ac-
credited only in the 1950s. The West-
ern Reserve University was the first to
conduct a series of television courses.

The rapid dissemination of educa-
tional television contributed to the
satellite technology, which appeared
in the 60’s years of the twentieth cen-
tury. Funding in the United States
and Canada at the federal level experi-
ments such as the Appalachian Educa-




tion Satellite Project demonstrated the
possibility of teaching through satel-
lite television. The first state-of-the-
art learning system Learn/Alaska was
created in 1980. Twenty-four-hours it
broadcasted a non-riding educational
program, and a privately owned com-
pany the Texas-based TI-IN Network,
now transmits various courses for high
school students in the United States
through the satellite.

The emergence of fiber optic com-
munication systems in the late 80’s
and early 90’s has made it possible to
significantly expand the use of high-
quality audio and video systems for
two-way communication in education.
Today, the communication system pro-
vides dual-channel interactive video,
Internet services, as well as the basis
for computer telecommunication and
asynchronous Internet programs of-
fered to distance students.

Speaking about the distance educa-
tion, one should keep in mind the crea-
tion of single information and educa-
tional space for the educational process,
where to introduce various electronic
sources of information (network): vir-
tual libraries, databases, consulting
services, electronic schoolbooks, and
cyberclasses. The main thing in the or-
ganization of distance learning is the
creation of electronic courses, the de-
velopment of didactic foundations of
distance learning, the training of coor-
dinators (tutors) [6, p. 30].

The possibilities of distance learn-
ing are rapidly increasing due to com-
munication with computers. Tens of
thousands networks are connected to
the Internet, and millions of people
around the world are using the Global
Network [1].

Computer networks are the great
way to deliver course materials to stu-
dents who are in any part of the globe.
The teacher organizes the course, selects
the educational material, recommends
the literature, and gives a task. Students
perform tasks and participate in discus-
sions, tests and conferences online.

It is believed that with the forma-
tion of socio-economic, educological
(belonging to the development of edu-
cation), scientific and personal prere-
quisites, distance education has ac-
quired its historical significance for man
and society and has found appropriate
implementation in real life [5, p. 41].

The implementation of distance
learning process in higher education,
advanced training and postgraduate
education, the implementation of dis-
tance learning programs is the training
basis of potential specialists, the re-
training of working professionals, part-
time or unemployed women, ethnic
minority workers, and jobless people,
physically disadvantaged individuals
whose qualification level is inadequate
or should be improved.

Important in improving the national
educational system in Ukraine is the
implementation of scientific, compara-
tive and pedagogical analysis of foreign
experience in the organization of dis-
tance education that will stimulate the
mobile introduction of world innova-
tions into the domestic system of peda-
gogical education and increase the pos-
sibilities of integration into the world
of pedagogical space. So, an important
source of information for the develop-
ment of distance education in Ukraine
is the world experience.

Speaking about the comparative
analysis, it should be noted that even
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Plato used the method of comparative
analysis to characterize the features of
the Spartan and Athenian educational
systems [4, p. 31-43]. In Renaissance
and Reformation times education be-
comes a matter of “international” in-
terest. There is a mutual interest of
the representatives of different coun-
tries in teaching experience, needs
for its comparison with the domestic
one; there is an exchange of “personal
educational visits”. With such visits in
the middle of the seventeenth century
Ya. Komenskyi traveled several Eu-
ropean countries (England, Sweden,
Lithuania, Poland), to propagandize
ideas of general education, advanced
methods of studying Latin, the basis of a
classroom education system, etc. It was
Ya. Komenskyi in the article “The Way
of Light”, and then in the fundamental
seven volume treatise “General advice
on the correction of human cases” who
has substantiated the provisions on the
creativeness of international coopera-
tion and mutual assistance in the edu-
cational sphere [11, p. 7].

Today, one of the leading provi-
ders of online courses in Europe is
the British Open University, German
Open University (Fern Universitat of
Germany), the University of Twente
(Netherlands), the Oslo Institute (NKI
Nettskolen), they specialize in com-
puter and information technologies,
distant courses are not dependent on
time and space in the system provid-
ing administrative, social, educational
goals. They offer hundreds online dis-
tance courses. Distance learning is also
developing successfully in Australia,
Canada, where need is dictated by lo-
cal specifics: large, low-population and
inaccessible areas.
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Great progress in development
of distance education is made by the
countries of other regions of the world.
Examples of mega universities include:
Chinese Teleuniversities, Indira Gan-
dhi National Open University, South
African University, Sukhothai Tampa-
riat Open University, and University of
Anadolu.

It should be noted that the Ameri-
can Open University, the New Nova
Southeastern University and the Uni-
versity of Phoenix are the leaders in
distance education.

The process of informatization of
society is one of the most significant
global processes at present. None of the
spheres of modern life was left beyond
the influence of information technolo-
gy. According to S. Sysoieva, the infor-
mation society produces a large amount
of diverse information that comes to a
person from sources of different degrees
of reliability, and therefore search, criti-
cal assessment, structuring, work with
information is the strategic knowledge
that each person must have for orienta-
tion in space of information and creat-
ing their own ideas about the surround-
ing world [14, p. 121-127]. In the last
decade, distant education in the world
has experienced rapid development and
radical change.

Conclusions.

Thus, the formation of distance
learning is a natural process of de-
velopment of a higher education sys-
tem that has developed from the early
form distance learning (correspondent
training) to modern (learning through
information and communication tech-
nologies), which took place in parallel
with the transformation of the society
into information, post-industrial, with




development of continuous education.
Throughout the whole life, the concept
learning was shaped by the influence of
environmental factors on the basis of
experience gained in the development
of education systems and is an example
of dialectical transition to a qualitative-
ly new stage in development of educa-
tion systems — continuous education.

Conclusions. The leading ten-
dency in the development of distance
learning in the system of continuous
education can be attributed to: globali-
zation, competition and constant de-
velopment of technologies; significant
influence of scientific and technologi-
cal progress on the vital activity of the
society; innovative development of the
society in the interests of every person;
the transition from a limited concept of
physical transfer students from coun-
try to country to concepts of mobile
ideas, knowledge and learning; global
distribution of communication chan-
nels; rapid development of information
and communication technologies and
wide possibilities of their application in
educational practice; creation of a sin-
gle information and educational space
for the organization of educational
process; development of didactic fun-
damentals of distance learning; special
training of coordinator teachers and
some others.

Perspective directions of further sci-
entific researches of this problem are:
development of modern forms, meth-
ods, technical means of distance educa-
tion; definition of the essence and the
study of the possibilities of using infor-
mation, computer, media technologies
in distance learning programs, courses;
analysis and systematization of the
views of scientists, analysts, and educa-

tors; comparison of domestic and for-
eign technologies of distance learning.
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