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VERBALIZATION OF «<BUCHA MASSACRE»
CONCEPT IN THE ENGLISH NEWS DISCOURSE

The research aims at comprehending verbalized Bucha massacre concept content and structure in the news
discourse. To achieve the aim the following tasks are to be attained: 1) to single out conceptual features of Bucha
massacre concept; 2) to analyze means of their verbalization in the English news discourse; 3) to specify content
and structure peculiarities of Bucha massacre concept in the news discourse. The scientific novelty is that the
article carries out a conceptual analysis of the content and structure of the newly emerged concept. Lexicographic
and definitional analyses allow distinguishing context-independent conceptual features meanwhile quantitative
corpus-based approach in complex with discourse analysis assist to identify salient constituents of the conceptual
features, to broaden their content, to discern an additional context-dependent conceptual feature, to define the
concept structure. The obtained results reveal Bucha massacre concept content and structure through its verbalized
context-dependent and context-independent conceptual features. Verbal means used in the English (British and
American) news discourse actualize and specify context-independent conceptual features: mass killing of Ukrainian
civilians; defenseless victims; atrocity;, Russian war crimes and crimes against humanity which is presented as
a cluster of subfeatures crime — evidence of the crime — investigation of the crime; Russian war criminal; the
place of the massacre, and generate context-dependent contextual feature genocide, thus, forming perception of
Bucha massacre concept by the international community in general and English language community in particular
as a symbol of aggression against Ukraine. All conceptual features are closely interwoven, as one and the same
constituents simultaneously verbalize more than one conceptual feature, hence, constructing a diffuse chainlike
concept structure.

Key words: concept, conceptual feature, concept structure, Bucha massacre, verbalization, verbal means,
English news discourse.

Amnresqina lemuyk. BEPBAJIISAIIIA KOHIEINITY «BUCHA MASSACRE» B AHITIOMOBHOMY
HOBUHHOMY JUCKYPCI

Cmamms npuceauena 0ocnioxcennio Konyenmy Bucha massacre (Bywancoka pizanuna) ma 3acodie
tlo2o eepbanizayii 6 HOBUHHOMY OUCKYpci. Memoio HayKoeoi po36iOKU € po3 ACHeHHA 3MiCMy Ma BU3HAYEHH:
ocobrnugocmell CMpyKmypu 03HA4eH020 8epOai308AH020 KOHYENM) 8 AH2IOMOBHOMY HOBUHHOMY OUCKYPCI, 07
00CACHEHHS. AKOI HeOOXIOHO SUPIWUMU HACMYNHI 3A60AHHA. GUOKpEMUMU KOHYENMYydalbHi O3HAKU KOHYenmy
bByuancevka pizanuna;, npoananizysamu 3acoou ixwvoi eepbanizayii 6 aHelOMOBHOMY HOBUHHOMY OUCKYPCI,
demanizyeamu 3Micm ma 6UHAYUMU 0COONUBOCHT CIPYKIMYDU 3A3HAYEHO20 KOHYENTNY 8 AHTIOMOBHOMY HOGUHHOMY
ouckypci. Hayxoea nosusna nonseae 6 momy, wo y cmammi enepuie 30iliCHEHO KOHYENmyaibHuli aHaiz amicmy
ma cmpyKkmypu HO80ymeopeHo2o koHyenmy Bucha massacre. 3anyyenns nexcuxoepagiunozo ma Oeiniyitinoco
AHANi3y 003601ULO BUOKPEMUMU KOHMEKCMYATbHO He3ALeNHCH] KOHYENMYanbHi 03HAKU 00CTIONCYBAHO20 KOHYEenmy,
a KiNbKICHULL KOPNYCHULL NiOXI0 Y KOMIAEKCE 3 OUCKYPCUBHUM AHALI30M 0a8 3Mo2y i0eHmuikysamu ixui carieHmmi
KOHCMIMYyeHmu, pO3Wupumu 3mMicmoge HanoGHEeHHsl KOJHCHOI O3HAKU, GUOKDEMUMU 000amKO8Y KOHMEKCHYaIbHO
3A71€JICHY KOSHIMUBH) O3HAKY, BUSHAYUMU CIPYKmYpY Konyenmy. Ompumani pe3yromamu 00800mby, ujo 6epOaibHi
3acobu, 8UOKpeMaeHi 8 aH2TOMOBHOMY (OPUMAHCLKOMY A aMEPUKAHCLKOMY) HOGUHHOMY OUCKYPCI aKmyanizyioms
i 0Oemanizyroms KOHMEKCMYalbHO HE3ANeHCHI KOHYEeNnnyanibHi 03HAKU: MACco8e 8OUBCMBO YKPAIHCLKO2O MUPHOO
HaCeNeHHA; De33aXUCHI JHCePMBU; OEHHI 1OUUHU MA SNOYUHU NPOMU HOOSHOCMI, WO PENPe3eHMOBANA K1ACMEPOM
NIOO3HAK 3104UH — OOKA3U 3NI0YUHY —> PO3CNIOYBAHHS 3NOUUHY; POCIIICOKUL 60EHHUL 3T0YUHEYb; MICIO PI3AHUHU,
ma 2eHepyiomb KOHMEKCMYAIbHO 3071eHCHY O3HAKY 2eHOYUO, MAKUM YUHOM (DOpMYIOYU CHPULIHAMNIL KOHYenmy
byuancvka pizanuna npedcmagHuKamu MidCHaApPOOHOI CRITbHOMU, 30KpeMA AHSTOMOBHOT, K CUMBOLY POCIUCHKOL
3aeapbHuYbKoi 8itiHU npomu Yxpainu. Bci koHyenmyanvHi 03HAKU MiCHO nepeniemeti Mixc co0010, OCKIIbKU OOHI i
mi J1c KOHCMIMYeHmMU 00HOUACHO 6ePOANi3VIOMb OLlblL HIJC 00HY 03HAKY, Y MAKULl CROCIO KOHCMPYI0IouU Ougy3Hy
JIAHYIOINCKOBY CIMPYKNYPY KOHYENM).

Kniouogi crosa: konyenm, KOHYenmyaibHa 03HaAKa, Cmpykmypa konyenmy, Byuanceka pizanuna, sepbanizayis,
6epbanbHi 3aco0U, AHSTOMOBHUL HOBUHHUL OUCKYDC.

Problem statement. On the 24th of February = Ukraine, Kyiv. On their way to Kyiv Russian
2022 Russia escalated the war that started in military forces moved into the city of Bucha
2014 by invading more Ukrainian territories. killing and executing the Bucha dwellers.
One of their aims was to occupy the capital of These dramatic events are known to the world
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community as Bucha massacre. As any other
events they are reflected in human cognition in
the form of a mental structure which, for its part,
obtains a verbal realization. This fact stipulates
the necessity to research into new verbalized
phenomena of our reality.

First and foremost, people receive information
about recent events from mass media (the events
of the Russo-Ukrainian war are not an exception),
i.e. mass media are primary sources of providing
knowledge about new conceptualized political,
social and other events, facts, phenomena of
the objective modern reality for society and
correspondingly language community. As
concepts are predominantly appear in the mass-
media in a verbalized form (visual images are of
auxiliary character), mass media discourse gives
ideas about means and ways of these concepts
actualization in the modern language, in the
linguistic picture of the world. Thus, mass media
discourse, particularly news discourse, is an
appropriate empirical base to study verbalized
concepts.

However, concepts, generated by recent
dramatic events in the world, and simultaneously
modeling this new reality by linguistic means,
are lack of scientific studies.

Literature review. Concept as a mental struc-
ture storing human knowledge about the world,
information about phenomena and people’s expe-
rience has been and still is a subject of numer-
ous studies [7; 17; 19; 21; 22]. Such constantly
increasing scientific interest is explained by the
dynamic nature of concepts. As J. Parthemore
states, concepts are inclined to change, as they
exist «in a state of continuous motion» [27]. This
statement sustains the idea that the contents of
concepts are continuously acquiring new con-
ceptual features that reflect the changes in our
perception of the world. Moreover, new events
of the existing reality generate new concepts and,
as B. Skowronek remarks, mental concepts are in
constant interaction with the language, exchang-
ing information with one another [30], these new
concepts immediately obtain linguistic, i.e. ver-
balized forms.

Ifto accept L. W. Barsalou’s ideas of linguistic
forms as important instruments to comprehend
meaning and encode conceptual content [6],
word associations can be understood as pointers
to the conceptual features, and words themselves
as embodiments of these features. This assump-
tion is sustained by the statement that concepts
and their properties emerge in any language in
the form of words and phrases which semanti-
cally interpret them modifying human knowledge
of the world [4]. M. Gentilucci makes an asser-
tion about word potential to influence physical
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actions directed to the objects which they (words)
denote [18]. In his turn, Borghi concludes about
the properties of language to improve our think-
ing capabilities and change our social setting [7].
These conclusions seem to be appropriate either
for perceptual interpretation of the events and,
furthermore, concepts that “develop from aggre-
gating information” [5] about these events. In
other terms, words not only verbally reflect the
content of concepts in the linguistic world pic-
ture along with their perception by the represen-
tatives of a definite language community but also
form the perception and create associations (e.g.
the name of Bucha immediately evokes associa-
tions with massacre) by identifying conceptual
features.

In this connection there arises a question to
what extent conceptual features depends on the
context (linguistic, visual, situational). D. Fra-
ssinelli and A. Lenci argue for L. W. Barsalou’s
premise that concept properties can be context-
independent and context-dependent, i.e. proper-
ties that are strongly associated with a concept in
essence and those that are associated with it only
in a particular context [16; 5]. This assumption
can be extrapolated to the research into concep-
tual features actualization in linguistic contexts
of the mass media discourse to find out whether
a concept obtains context-dependent features in
addition to context-independent ones, i.e. defined
on the basis of lexicographic analysis.

Mass media discourse is a reliable source for
researching into new concepts, their notional
features and means of verbalization, particu-
larly news discourse. This assumption is based
on news properties not only to describe the facts
but to build the reality, as news, on the one hand,
relies on the norms, values and ideologies of a
definite society, on the other hand, influences
them reflecting a larger world [36; 13]. News
discourse is generally defined as any new infor-
mation presented by the media aimed at provid-
ing knowledge about ongoing events [36, p. 30;
37, p. 4]. It is obvious that the events described
in the article can be interpreted differently as well
as the suggested reaction to them. The main rea-
son for this fact is various language means used
in the mass media discourse of a particular lan-
guage community [2]. Notwithstanding that mass
media discourse involves various extralinguistic
means, language is the most complex and signifi-
cant in the process of creating senses in the social
context [1] as language does not merely reflect
the world but designs and composes it [3, p. 1].
Developing N. Fairclough’s idea about texts as
social spaces [15, p. 6], news discourse can be
interpreted as a space where cognition and rep-
resentation of the world along with social inter-
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action occur through language. All these provide
a solid grounding for an assumption about news
discourse potential to create new senses and
therefore new conceptual contents and features.

News discourse is predominantly studied
within Critical Discourse Analysis framework.
Scientists’ interest is focused on research into
various means of shaping readers’ perception
of the world’s events. Yu Xiaofan and Zh. Hai-
cui analyze linguistic means, modality, news
sources, and sociohistorical contexts to com-
pare different images and attitudes to the same
event (the Extradition Bill Incident) created in
two newspapers China Daily and The Guardian
[38]. Brexit phenomenon and language strategies
of its reflection in the Times news discourse are
in the focus of G. Rubing and Sh. C. Sandaran’s
research [28]. Y. Mai and A. Jocuns have stud-
ied the New York Times and China Daily news
discourse to find out what linguistic means and
images were employed to convey different ide-
ologies in their highlighting Covid-19 pandemic
[24]. Having chosen headlines of news reports
as a research subject, D. R. Sari made conclu-
sions about figurative language and specificity
of the vocabulary used by a journalist to create
eye-catching headlines [29]. It is apparent that
exactly language means are of primary interest in
all these studies as well as in majority of similar
pieces of research.

There is one more significant issue related
to news discourse analysis — a subject-matter of
newspaper articles which is always some ongo-
ing events. Nowadays considerable bulk of news
is devoted to the Russo-Ukrainian war which
finds its reflection in recent scientific research
[14; 31]. Russia’s unprovoked and unjustified
military aggression against Ukraine has resulted
in numerous Russian war crimes, crimes against
humanity, and other horrors of war, and this con-
sequently has led to emergence of such new con-
cepts as Bucha massacre, Azovstal resistance,
siege of Mariupol, Mariupol theatre airstrike,
Izum mass graves, Destruction of the Kakhovka
Dam, and others, which immediately obtain ver-
balized forms and are highlighted in news dis-
course.

This study is focused on Bucha massacre
concept as a reflection of one of the most atro-
cious Russian war crimes and its verbal actu-
alization in the English news discourse. The
research aims at comprehending verbalized
Bucha massacre concept content and structure
in the news discourse. To achieve the aim the
following tasks are to be attained: 1) to single
out conceptual features of Bucha massacre con-
cept; 2) to analyze means of their verbalization
in the English news discourse; 3) to specify con-

tent and structure peculiarities of Bucha massa-
cre concept in the news discourse.

The research is carried out on the basis of
«Cognitive and communication studies» labora-
tory at the department of Germanic philology and
methods of teaching foreign languages, the State
institution «South Ukrainian National Pedagogi-
cal University named after K. D. Ushynsky».

Methodology. The research was carried out in
three phases. The first phase was aimed at iden-
tifying context-independent conceptual features
of Bucha massacre concept and involved lexico-
graphic and definitional analyses of the concept
name. A quantitative corpus-based approach was
employed at the second phase which suggested
data collection. The corpus consists of 57 articles
about Russian war crimes in Bucha, published on
the websites of «The Guardian», «BBC newsy,
«The New York Times», «CBS news» in the
period from March, 2022 to December, 2022, and
includes 56484 tokens in total. The third phase is
data analysis. AntConc text analysis along with
contextual, quantitative and lexico-semantic
analyses was applied to distinguish salient verbal
constituents of context-independent and context-
dependent (if any) conceptual features of Bucha
massacre concept in the English news discourse.

Results and discussion. Lexicographic
analysis of the concept name. To identify con-
ceptual features of Bucha massacre concept the
definitional analysis of its name has been carried
out on the basis of seven English dictionaries [10;
12;20; 23; 25; 26; 32]. The results of the concept
name “massacre” analysis allow to single out
the following conceptual features: (1) mass Kkill-
ing of people which is realized by such semes
as «killingy, «murdery, «slaughtery; «a lot of
peopley, «a large numbers of people», «many
peopler; (2) defenseless victims, this feature is
verbalized by the semantic components «people
who cannot defend themselvesy, «helpless or
unresisting human beings»; (3) atrocity is actu-
alized by the semes «cruel», «violenty, «brutaly,
«indiscriminatey, «wantony which are combined
with the seme «killing».

Contextual analysis of Wikipedia article about
the Bucha massacre allows distinguishing addi-
tional characteristics of the above-mentioned
conceptual features. Wikipedia article describes
the Bucha massacre (Ukrainian: buchanska riza-
nyna) as «the mass murder of Ukrainian civil-
ians and prisoners of war by the Russian Armed
Forces during the fight for and occupation of the
city of Bucha as part of the Russian invasion of
Ukraine» [9]. Thus, (1) mass Kkilling of people
acquires not only quite definite victims’ identi-
fication including «civilians» and «prisoners of
wary but also victims’ nationality verbalized by
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lexeme «Ukrainiany; (2) defenseless victims is
additionally actualized by word combinations
«hands bound behind their backsy», «shot at
point-blank rangey. Besides, three more concep-
tual features were discerned: (4) Russian war
crimes and crimes against humanity: «unlaw-
ful killings», «summary executionsy, «torture
chambery, «mutilated and burnt bodies», «raped
girlsy; (5) war criminal: «Russian Armed
Forcesy, «Russian soldiers». An integral con-
stituent of the analyzed concept is a Ukrainian
toponym Bucha, a city in Kyiv Oblast, which
verbalizes conceptual feature (6) the place of the
massacre: «the city of Buchay, «part of the Rus-
sian invasion of Ukrainey.

Thus, regarding to the results of the lexico-
graphic analysis of the noun «massacre» and
«Bucha massacre» phenomenon, the so-called
context-independent conceptual features of
Bucha massacre concept are defined as fol-
lows: (1) mass killing of Ukrainian civilians;
(2) defenseless victims; (3) atrocity; (4) Rus-
sian war crimes and crimes against humanity;
(5) Russian war criminal; (6) the place of the
massacre.

Buscha massacre concept verbalization
means in the English news discourse. AntCon
text analysis of the selected corpus allows dis-
cerning verbalization means, i.e. lexemes and
their collocations, of the distinguished concep-
tual features which are analyzed on the basis of
their frequency indexes (from the highest to the
lowest ones), regardless of their morphological
characteristic.

Conceptual feature (1) mass killing of Ukrai-
nian civilians is verbalized by the following
lexemes: bodies (260), civilian (s) (226), to kill
(deliberately) (145), dead (137), to shoot (106),
mass (78) / deliberate (7) / intentional (3) kill-
ing (s) (67), many civilians / men and women /
children (67), indiscriminate fire (32), to die (36),
Ukrainians (34), death (34), massacre (21),
murder (s) (18), hundreds (15), thousands (14),
scores (13), dozen (8).

The most frequent verbal means are «bodies»,
«civiliansy, «to killy, «dead» and «to shooty.
These quantitative results demonstrate the core
content of the conceptual feature (1): the act, the
way and evidence of deliberate annihilation of
the civilians in Bucha. It is clearly seen from the
following examples: «When videos and photos
emerged in April showing bodies of dozens of
civilians strewn along a street in Bucha, Ukrai-
nians and the rest of the world voiced horror and
outrage» [NYT, 23.12.2022]. «Dozens of civil-
ians who died during the Russian occupation
of the Ukrainian city of Bucha were killed by
tiny metal arrows from shells» [The Guardian,
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24.04.2022]. «[...] at least 300 civilians had been
killed» [BBC, 5.04.2022]; «Russian soldiers
shooting civilians» [BBC, 12.05.2022]; «Bucha
murders: German report says Russian troops dis-
cussed killing civilians» [BBC, 7.04.2022]. «In
a suburb called Bucha, we found a civilian mas-
sacre» [CBS, 16.10.2022].

To have a deeper understanding of verbal
actualization of the conceptual feature (1), it is
mandatory to observe the concordances of the
key words. The first fifteen hits show (the further
245 hits demonstrate practically the same) that
«bodies» is collocated either with «civiliansy
or its contextual synonym «men and women (in
civilian clothes)» in combination with definite
number of the dead («at least 410 civiliansy,
«dozens of civilians») that emphasizes the idea
of mass and unprovoked murder of Ukrainian
citizens in Bucha. This contextual collocation
explains the frequency of «civilian(s)» which is
the second frequent lexeme in the list.

«Civilians» 1is collocated, besides numerals,
predominantly with such lexemes as «killingy,
«murder», «dead», «massacringy, directly actu-
alizing conceptual feature (1). It is noteworthy
that a national identification of the civilian pop-
ulation is verbalized mainly indirectly by top-
onyms (Ukrainian town of) Bucha, Kyiv suburb,
etc. The emphasis is laid on the fact of mass kill-
ing of the Ukrainian citizens, not on their ethni-
cal origin.

Consequently, the third lexeme in frequency
is a verb «fo kill» in the Passive Voice — which
is obvious because Ukrainian civilians were
subjected to deliberate acts of violence causing
death. Contextual analysis clearly shows that
«killed» 1s collocated with nominations of the
objects of violence exactly naming the victims
(Oleksandr Khmaruk, Tetiana, Olha Sukhenko
and others). In such a way mass media draw the
international community’s attention to horrors in
Bucha, in particular, the UN war crimes tribunal
to carry out an investigation. As for the «doer of
an action», here direct nominations of those who
committed war crimes prevail: Russians, Russian
troops, Russian paratroopers, Russian soldiers,
Russian forces. However indirect nominations
are also used: by Russian fire, bullets, metal darts
from Russian artillery, etc., simultaneously indi-
cating the murder weapons and the murderers by
the adjective «Russian». It should be noted that
these lexical means also verbalize conceptual
features (4) Russian war crimes and crimes
against humanity and (5) Russian war crimi-
nal that will be analyzed further.

Conceptual feature (2) defenseless victims is
closely interwoven with the first one as «defense-
less victims» are deliberately killed civilians,
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massacred men, women and children of Bucha.
Therefore, there are lexemes that simultaneously
verbalize two conceptual features: mass Kkilling
of Ukrainian civilians and defenseless victims.
It provides grounds to claim that conceptual fea-
ture constituents of Bucha massacre concept
are characterized by diffusivity meanwhile con-
ceptual features form a chainlike structure.

Defenseless victims feature is actualized in
the analyzed news reports by such words and
word combinations as: civilian (s) (226), people
(145), men (67), son (s) (55), victim (s) (51),
family (46), children (40), women (27), daugh-
ter (s) (24), (civilian / massive) casualties (10),
innocent (9), boys (6), girls (5) collocated with
lexemes denoting inability to defend themselves
or evidence of such inability: (shot) in the head
(63) at close range (7), hands bound (27) / tied
(34) (behind their back) (68), unarmed (9), to
force (to be forced) / to make / to order / to tell
to kneel (9), on (their, his, her, our) knees (7),
hostage (s) (6), blindfolded (3), taped eyes (3),
beaten (3). The following examples illustrate
verbalization of the conceptual feature in con-
text: «On a single day, Kaplishny said that he
had picked up about 30 bodies — 13 of whom
were men whose hands had been tied and who
had been shot in the head at close range» [NYT,
4.04.2022]. «Massacre of innocents: The Times
reports many victims had been bound» [The
Guardian, 3.04.2022]. «People were on their
knees, blindfolded...» [CBS, 16.04.2022]. «Rus-
sian soldiers took civilians hostage, kept them on
their knees with their hands tied and their eyes
taped» [NYT, 23.03.2022]. In such a way news
coverage foregrounds the fact of Bucha popula-
tion’s defenselessness in the face of unprovoked
Russian aggression: innocent unarmed town
dwellers of Bucha were seized by Russian invad-
ers and held against their will (hostage) becom-
ing victims of outrageous violence (kept on their
knees, blindfolded, eyes taped, hand bound / tied,
shot in the head at close range, etc.).

All the violent, destructive actions against
defenseless victims of Bucha are accumulated
in the conceptual feature (3) atrocity which is
mainly verbalized by the name of the feature, i.e.
the word (Russian) atrocity (s) (105), and by the
lexemes frantic / horrific / widespread / parox-
ysm of / flurry of violence (24), terror (14), bru-
tal (14), brutality (13), terrible (12), horrifying
(8), indiscriminate (attack, fire, assaults, murder,
etc.) (8), horror (s) (6), outrageous (5), cruelty
(4), cruel (4), rampage (3), violent (3), chilling
(2), horrible (2), savage (2), butchery (1), mur-
derous (1), wanton (1), nightmare (1).

Analysis of contextual use of the lexemes that
verbalize conceptual feature (3) gives a clear

picture, firstly, how Ukraine and international
community perceive and react to the Bucha
massacre horrifying events — it is shock, hor-
ror, revulsion, outrage and condemnation: «Brit-
ain’s foreign secretary, Liz Truss said she was
appalled by atrocities in Bucha» [The Guardian,
3.04.2022]; «[...] new revelations of Russian
atrocities emerge, fueling outrage among Ukrai-
nians and across much of the world» [NYT,
22.05.2022]; «Biden said he’d seek more sanc-
tions after reported atrocities in Ukraine» [CBS,
4.04.2022]; «Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshi-
masa Hayashi said he was «deeply shocked by
news of the exceptionally cruel acts of violence
against civilians near Kyiv» [CBS, 4.04.2022];
«CBS News reporter Debora Patta has seen vio-
lence and death at close range before. But the
atrocities she witnessed in Bucha, Ukraine this
week stood out, and overwhelmed her» [CBS,
3.04.2022]; «Putin’s frantic violence is wiping
out innocent families and knows no boundsy, she
[Annalena Baerbock] wrote on Twitter» [The
Guardian, 3.04.2022].

Secondly, once again the focus is on the town
of Bucha where the atrocities were committed,
Russian army who are responsible for them, and
civilians against whom the acts of violence were
directed.

As for the contextual use of the lexeme «ter-
ror», it is mainly collocated with the words
denoting actions that form a part of war (cam-
paign), a period of violent actions (stage, month,
33 days), the extent of these actions (scope,
level), and also with verbal means which express
the high degree of fear felt by the victims of Rus-
sian terror («unimaginable terror», «put terror in
the hearts of those who remained», «terror will
prevail», «terror and butchery only growsy, etc.),
thus, emphasizing the fact that Russian occu-
pants brought terror and death to this particular
Ukrainian suburb and committed atrocities from
the beginning of their control of Bucha till their
final retreat.

The atrocities committed against civilians in
Bucha are actually Russian war crimes. Conse-
quently «Russian war crimesy is an integral con-
stituent of Bucha massacre concept. Conceptual
feature (4) Russian war crimes and crimes
against humanity is presented as a cluster of
subfeatures: crime — evidence of the crime —
— investigation of the crime. The subfeature
crime is actualized in the English news discourse
by the linguistic means that generally character-
ize Russian deeds in Bucha as war crimes and
crimes against humanity and specify their types:
to kill (145), (apparent) Russian war crime (117),
to shoot (106), killing (s) (67), Russia’s / Rus-
sian invasion of Bucha (50), (despicable, indis-
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criminate) attack(s) (34), to commit (33), (sav-
age / dark) Russian occupation of Bucha (30),
to execute (27) torture (24), assault(s) (18), to
burn (18), (apparent / summary) execution (s) (of
civilians / detainees / captured) (18), murder(s)
(18), rape (s) (16), (constant, indiscriminate,
heavy) shelling (16), to detain (13), crimes
against humanity (12), destruction (12), bomb-
ing (of civilians / civilian infrastructure, targets /
children) (9), tortured (7), raped (5), to slaugh-
ter (5), looting (4), sexual crimes (4), to squash
by tanks (3), slaughter (2), to mow down (1), to
flatten by tanks (1), to use children as «human
shields» (1).

The following fragments illustrate verbalized
conceptual subfeature in the news discourse:
«Halyna Tovkach, 55, is searching for the body
of her husband, Oleg, 62. His death, she says,
is part of a war crime in which Russian soldiers
also killed two young boys and their mother»
[The Guardian, 2.04.2022]. «They were all shot»
Russia is accused of war crimes as Bucha reveals
horror of invasion» [The Guardian, 3.04.2022].
«Russian forces were guilty of murder, torture,
rape and looting» [The Guardian, 3.04.2022].
«Human Rights watch reported documented
cases of rape and summary executions» [NYT,
6.04.2022]. «If these crimes are determined to be
part of a widespread or systematic attack on the
civilian population based on a state policy, they
could also amount to crimes against humanity»
[NYT, 6.04.2022].

The given examples clearly demonstrate that
all the crimes, starting from Russian invasion
itself, against peaceful people of Bucha (rapes,
tortures, looting, violent attacks, shelling and
bombmg of the civilian targets) are perceived by
the English language community as war crimes
and crimes against humanity and verbalized by
appropriate linguistic means. Adjectives like
savage, dark, despicable (attacks, occupation,
invasion), constant, heavy, indiscriminate (shell-
ing, bombing), apparent, summary (executions),
horrific, fascist, terrible (war crimes) emphasise
the highest degree of Russian unprovoked mili-
tary aggression against Ukrainians in Bucha, the
severity of their war crimes.

It is apparent from the list of the subfeature
verbalizers that such lexemes as fo kill, (mass)
killings, murders, to shoot, etc. have been already
mentioned as the constituents of conceptual fea-
ture (1). This sustains the claim about their diffu-
sion, i.e. mutual penetration which is definitely
manifest itself in the following example: «Kill-
ing of civilians in Bucha and Kyiv condemned as
«terrible war crime» [The Guardian, 3.04.2022].

Conceptual subfeature evidence is verbalized
as follows: (the) dead (117), (mass) grave (s)

32

(95), evidence (87), video (s) (65), photo-
graph (s) /photos (62), (apocalyptic / haunting /
horrible / gruesome / shocking) satellite images
(40), basement (34), cellar (26), witness(es)
(23), dead bodies (20), (human / burned)
remains (9), (Bucha witness) testimony(ies) (4),
crime scenes (3), torture chamber (3), gunshot
wounds (17), bloodstained mattress (1). These
linguistic means focus the readers’ attention on
the documented evidence (video, photos, satel-
lite images of crime scenes; witnesses’ testimo-
nies) of definite types of Russia’s war crimes
(looting, rape, torture, murders, etc.) in Bucha
thus actualizing the essence of the conceptual
subfeature in the mass media discourse: «I’ve
looked at photos of a mass grave and read tes-
timonies of rape and torture» [The Guardian,
6.04.2022]. «An analysis of satellite images by
The New York Times rebuts claims by Russia
that the killing of civilians in Bucha, a suburb
of Kyiv, occurred after its soldiers had left the
town» [NYT, 6.04.2022]. «The Ukrainian mili-
tary released video of what it called a basement
torture chamber, showing a line of people with
their hands tied and gunshot wounds to the
head. More evidence of Russian war crimes,
said Ukraine» [CBS, 5.05.2022].

It is noteworthy that lexeme «evidence» is
typically collocated either with «Russian war
crimes» or with «Russian attacks on civiliansy,
«Russian atrocities / violence against civilians»
which are classified as war crimes and crimes
against humanity.

When the first images of Russian war crimes
and crimes against humanity in Bucha appeared
in mass media, Ukraine and its allies demanded
an investigation. The subfeature investigation of
the crime includes the actions aiming at discover-
ing the truth about Russian war crimes and crimes
against humanity in Bucha along with doers of
these actions. Consequently, it is realized in the
news discourse by quite definite linguistic means:
to find (evidence / bodies / the dead) (151), (to carry
out / to open) investigation (s) (43), to identify (32),
to document (25), to discover (atrocities / evidence /
mass graves / victim s bodies) (28), to collect (evi-
dence / bodies / the dead) (18), to investigate (13),
to reveal (atrocities / evidence / corpses) (5), inquiry
(3), exhumation (2). Investigators of the Russian
crimes are nominated as follows: Ukraine (297),
Ukrainian officials (45), (Ukrainian, international,
independent human rights, police) investigators
(37), journalists (24), reporters (23), International
Criminal Court (12), Ukrainian authorities (12),
Ukraine's chief prosecutor (8), prosecutors (7),
(news) correspondent (7), (EU / non-governmen-
tal) organizations (7), Human Rights Watch (6),
International war crime experts (2), the Ukrainian
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prosecutor-general (2), military intelligence offi-
cials (1), the video investigation team (1).

The frequency indexes distinctly show that a
principal goal of the concerned parties is to find
out and reconstruct all the details of war crimes
committed in order to force Russia to bear the
whole responsibility for them. The concordances
of conceptual subfeature constituents sustain
this idea: «It was essential fo find evidence on
the extent of Russian fascist crimes» [NYT,
19.05.2022]; «Ukraine has begun a war crimes
investigation into Russia’s actions in Bucha»
[BBC, 6.04.2022]; «The International Crimi-
nal Court is already investigating possible war
crimes and other atrocities» [NYT, 13.03.2022];
«But prosecutors and military intelligence offi-
cials were investigating early on, collecting evi-
dence to try to identify the perpetrators respon-
sible for the mass killing, torture and rapes ...
in Bucha» [NYT, 22.05.2022]; «Human Rights
Watch reported documented cases of rape and
summary executions» [NYT, 3.04.2022]; «they
[CBS news correspondents] saw evidence of
atrocities: civilians shot in the head with their
hands bound; at least one resident apparently
cut down by Russian tank fire ...; mass graves
filled with nearly 300 bodies» [CBS, 5.04.2022];
«New York Times reporters and photographers
documented the bodies of dozens of people killed
in their homes and in the woods, and even set on
fire in a vacant parking lot» [NYT, 30.04.2022].

It is apparent that «Ukraine» takes a leading
position in the frequency rank among the lex-
emes nominating investigators of the Russian
war crimes. It should be noted that investiga-
tions in Bucha are carried not only by Ukrainian,
European and International official institutions
but also by non-governmental organizations,
journalists and reporters. These means of verbal-
ization reveal a strong intention of international
community to assist Ukraine in bringing the truth
about Bucha massacre to light.

Conceptual feature (5) Russian war criminal
logically develops the content of the conceptual
feature (4) in the English mass-media discourse
obtaining verbal realizations: Russia (260), Rus-
sian soldiers (167), Russian forces (139), Rus-
sian troops (114), Putin (86), military (forces)
(74), Moscow (42), Kremlin (24), (Russia’s)
the 64" (motorized rifle) brigade (22), Russian
paratroopers (from the 234" Air Assault Regi-
ment) (14), perpetrators (12); Russian army (9),
paratrooper unit (based in Pskov) (3), culprit (2),
army of terrorists (1). The analysis of the con-
ceptual feature verbalizers allows us to conclude
that Russia, Putin and his army are presented as
war criminals in the news reports dedicated to
the atrocities in Bucha: «Russia stands accused

of «terribley war crimes, as western leaders
condemned the killings of unarmed civilians in
Bucha» [The Guardian, 4.04.2022]; «However
it is done, seeking justice against Mr. Putin and
others responsible for war crimes in Ukraine is
a goal for the longer term» [NYT, 6.04.2022];
«The evidence suggests that Russian troops
killed recklessly and sometimes sadistically.
Hundreds of civilian bodies were discovered
after the troops finally retreated in late March»
[NYT, 30.04.2022].

In addition to general notions like «soldiersy,
«military forcesy, «troops», etc. this concep-
tual feature is actualized by the names of con-
crete Russian military units, their commanders
and definite number of those who committed
war crimes in Bucha (the 64th (motorized rifle)
brigade, the 234th Air Assault Regiment, para-
trooper unit based in Pskov): «Ukrainian inves-
tigators have already identified /0 soldiers from
the 64" Brigade and accused them of war crimes»
[NYT, 22.05.2022]; «... the perpetrators of the
massacre along Yablunska Street were Russian
paratroopers from the 234th Air Assault Regi-
ment led by Lt. Col. Artyom Gorodilov» [NYT,
23.12.2022]. These nominations identify those
who are precisely responsible for the war crimes
in Bucha and therefore build a strong cogni-
tive association in people’s minds between war
crimes / crimes against humanity committed in
Bucha and definite criminals’ names or numbers
of their military unit.

Conceptual feature (6) the place of the
massacre is mainly verbalized by the Ukrai-
nian toponym (city of) Bucha (567): «despi-
cable attacks» on Ukrainian civilians in Buchy
[BBC,3.04.2022]; «gruesome scenes in Bucha»
[CBS, 4.04.2022]; «the bodies of men in civil-
ian clothes lying on the streets of Bucha» [NYT,
6.04.2022]; more rarely by synonymic word
combinations suburb of Kyiv / (Kyiv suburb)
(34), region of Kyiv / Kyiv region (22), subur-
ban town (2), Ukrainian town (2): «Journalists
entering a Ukrainian town have found dead bod-
ies strewn on a streety [BBC, 2.04.2022]. « When
a column of Russian tanks drove into the Kyiv
suburby» [NYT, 3.04.2022]. Occasionally meta-
phoric nominations are used to emphasise the
scale of tragedy: symbol for all Russian crimes /
of death and atrocity | of savagery of the war (3):
«In Bucha, a symbol of Death and Atrocity, life
returns» [NYT, 17.05.2022], «Bucha quickly
became a symbol of the savagery of the war»
[NYT, 31.03.2022]. Yablonska (Yablunska) street
(32), Vokzal’na Street (18), Ivana Franka street
(8), Antonia Mikhailovskoho street (1), Ivana
Rudenka street (1), Rydzanych street (1) are
noteworthy godonyms of Bucha as these streets
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are known for the most horrifying evidence of
Russian war crimes and crimes against human-
ity (especially Yablunska street that is proved
by the frequency index. It is explained by the
fact that Yablunska street was actually a front-
line through which Russian paratroopers tried to
force their way to Irpin and finally to Kiev) and
respectively defined as verbalizers of the con-
ceptual feature (6): «six people [...] tortured and
killed at one end of Ivana Franka Street» [NYT,
22.05.2022], «We identified 36 of the Ukrainian
victims killed along Yablunska Street» [NYT,
21.12.2022], «multiple bodies scattered along
Yablonska street» [NYT, 6.04.2022], «An older
man lay in nearby Rydzanych Street for several
weeks» [The Guardian, 10.04.2022].

Discourse analysis of the selected articles
allowed to identify a context-dependent concep-
tual feature (7) genocide. The United Nations
Convention defines genocide as «any of the fol-
lowing acts committed with intent to destroy, in
whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or
religious group: killing members of the group;
causing serious bodily or mental harm to mem-
bers of the group; deliberately inflicting on
the group conditions of life calculated to bring
about its physical destruction in whole or in part;
imposing measures intended to prevent births
within the group; forcibly transferring children
of the group to another group» [35]. Basing on
the definition, it may be concluded that all Rus-
sian war crimes and crimes against humanity
committed in Bucha can be qualified as genocide
that respectively obtains relative verbal reflec-
tion. Hence, conceptual feature (7) is mainly ver-
balized by its name genocide (43).

The analysis of genocide concordances reveals
that the lexeme is mostly used in context of Rus-
sia being accused of genocide for its atrocities
in Bucha by Ukrainian president Zelenskiy and
other world leaders (former Prime minister of
the UK Boris Johnson, EU leaders, EC president
Ursula von der Leyen, EU foreign policy chief
Josep Borell, the Polish leader, etc.).

The following linguistic means actualize
conceptual feature (7) contextually: (wide-
spread / total) destruction of a neighboring
nation (3), (we / Ukrainians are being) destroyed
and exterminated (3), the elimination of Ukraini-

ans / the whole nation (2), the torture of the whole
nation (1), Russians aim to eliminate as many
Ukrainian as they can (1): «Indeed, this is geno-
cide — the elimination of the whole nation and
the people», Zelenskyy told «Face the Nation»
[CBS, 3.04.2022]. «The Ukrainian leader said
Russia’s invasion is about «the destruction and
extermination» [CBS, 4.04.2022], etc., empha-
sizing the core essence of the verbalized feature,
i.e. total annihilation of the Ukrainian citizens in
Bucha.

Conceptual feature genocide accumulates the
constituents of conceptual feature Russian war
crimes and crimes against humanity as all these
crimes are genocide attributes. A similar phenom-
enon has been observed in other conceptual fea-
tures constituents (e. g. mass killing is a Russian
war crime). As it has been mentioned, one con-
ceptual feature logically develops each of the fol-
lowing features, hence forming chainlike connec-
tions. Overall, these observations give ground to
state that conceptual features of Bucha massacre
concept create a diffuse chainlike structure.

Conclusion. In sum, the presented findings
reveal Bucha massacre concept content and
structure through its verbalized context-depen-
dent and context-independent conceptual fea-
tures. Verbal means used in the English (Brit-
ish and American) news discourse actualize and
specify context-independent conceptual features:
mass killing of Ukrainian civilians; defenseless
victims; atrocity; Russian war crimes and crimes
against humanity which is presented as a cluster
of subfeatures crime — evidence of the crime —
investigation of the crime; Russian war criminal;
the place of the massacre, and generate context-
dependent contextual feature genocide, thus,
forming perception of Bucha massacre concept
by the international community in general and
English language community in particular as a
symbol of aggression against Ukraine. All con-
ceptual features are closely interwoven, as one
and the same constituents simultaneously verbal-
ize more than one conceptual feature, hence, con-
structing a diffuse chainlike concept structure.
The methodology used in the present research
can be applied to analyzing other Russo-Ukrai-
nian war concepts that is a perspective line for
further studies.
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