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The  state  of  territorial  communities  
and  analysis  of  their  investment 

attractiveness

Abstract. Today, the acute problem is the state of local budgets, indicating the 
limited financial resources. As a result, local authorities cannot perform properly 
the functions and tasks assigned to them. Now Ukraine is in need of effective, 
dynamic and highly professional institutions of state power.

Quantitative indicators are important in assessing the effectiveness of local 
communities, but they must be taken into account in a strong correlation. It is ex-
tremely important to measure the population of the community, which depends 
on how much money from the budget the local community for their needs will 
receive.

As a matter of fact, the use of the statistical indicator of the population in the 
territorial context indicates that it is taken into account during the formation 
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of many important budget-forming indicators. This indicator is used both in the 
calculation of indicators of provision of the population of the territorial com-
munity with social infrastructure, and in the calculation of other expenses in the 
system of inter-budgetary relations. The number of permanent residents of the 
territorial community is used for the calculation.

The main elements of ability territory communities is their size and popula-
tion. The larger the area is, the more it allows to implement infrastructure, invest-
ment and innovation projects. This indicator affects the prospects of the territo-
rial community of Ukrainian and foreign investment and innovation resources, as 
well as increases the competitiveness of the region.

Key indicators of territorial communities allow to distribute local communi-
ties according to their level of ability and investment attractiveness.

Of course, to create an effective policy for the development of territorial com-
munities, it is not enough to use only quantitative indicators of the population. It 
is important to rely on qualitative indicators, such as the satisfaction of the local 
population, the level of communication of public authorities with the public and 
the like.

Keywords: financial solvency, investment attractiveness, territorial commu-
nity, economic development of regions, local governments.

Стан  територіальних  громад  та  аналіз  їхньої 
інвестиційної  привабливості

Анотація. На сьогодні гострою проблемою є стан місцевих бюджетів, ко-
трий вказує на обмеженість фінансових ресурсів. Як наслідок, місцеві орга-
ни влади не можуть виконувати належним чином покладені на них функції 
та завдання. Наразі Україна відчуває потребу в ефективних, динамічних і 
високопрофесійних інститутах державної влади.

Кількісні показники є важливими під час оцінювання ефективності міс-
цевих громад, однак вони мають враховуватися в жорсткій кореляції. Вкрай 
важливим є показник чисельності населення громади, від якого залежить 
скільки грошей з державного бюджету отримає місцева громада на власні 
потреби.

На практиці використання статистичного показника чисельності насе-
лення в територіальному розрізі вказує на те, що він враховується під час 
формування багатьох важливих бюджетоутворюючих показників. Даний 
показник застосовується як під час розрахунку показників забезпеченості 
населення територіальної громади об'єктами соціальної інфраструктури, 
так і під час розрахунку інших витрат в системі міжбюджетних відносин. 
Для розрахунку використовується чисельність постійного проживаючого 
населення територіальної громади.

Основними елементами спроможності територіальних громад є їхня пло-
ща та кількість населення, що проживає на ній. Чим більша територія, тим 
більше вона дозволяє реалізувати інфраструктурні, інвестиційні та іннова-
ційні проекти. Даний показник впливає на перспективу місцевої територі-
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альної громади щодо залучення українських і закордонних інвестиційних та 
інноваційних ресурсів, а також збільшує конкурентоспроможність регіону. 

Основні показники територіальної громади дають змогу розподілити міс-
цеві громади за рівнем їхньої спроможності та інвестиційної привабливості.

Звичайно, для створення ефективної політики розвитку територіальних 
громад недостатньо використання тільки кількісних показників населення. 
Важливо опиратися й на якісні показники, такі як задоволеність місцево-
го населення, рівень комунікації державних органів влади із громадськістю  
тощо.

Ключові слова: фінансова спроможність, інвестиційна привабливість, те-
риторіальна громада, економічний розвиток регіонів, органи місцевого само- 
врядування.

Состояние  территориальных  общин  и  анализ  
их  инвестиционной  привлекательности

Аннотация. На сегодня острой проблемой является состояние местных 
бюджетов, которое указывает на ограниченность финансовых ресурсов. Как 
следствие, местные органы власти не могут выполнять надлежащим образом 
возложенные на них функции и задачи. Сейчас Украина испытывает потреб-
ность в эффективных, динамических и высокопрофессиональных институ-
тах государственной власти.

Количественные показатели важны при оценке эффективности местных 
общин, однако они должны учитываться в жесткой корреляции. Крайне важ-
ным является показатель численности населения общины, от которого зави-
сит сколько денег из государственного бюджета получит местная община на 
собственные нужды.

На практике использование статистического показателя численности на-
селения в территориальном разрезе указывает на то, что он учитывается при 
формировании многих важных бюджетообразующих показателей. Данный 
показатель применяется, как при расчете показателей обеспеченности насе-
ления территориальной общины объектами социальной инфраструктуры, 
так и при расчете других расходов в системе межбюджетных отношений. Для 
расчета используется численность постоянного проживающего населения 
территориальной общины.

Основными элементами способности территориальных общин является 
их площадь и количество проживающего населения. Чем больше террито-
рия, тем больше она позволяет реализовать инфраструктурные, инвестици-
онные и инновационные проекты. Данный показатель влияет на перспективу 
местной территориальной общины по привлечению украинских и зарубеж-
ных инвестиционных и инновационных ресурсов, а также увеличивает кон-
курентоспособность региона.

Основные показатели территориальной общины позволяют распределить 
местные общины по степени их способности и инвестиционной привлека-
тельности.
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Конечно, для создания эффективной политики развития территориаль-
ных общин недостаточно использования только количественных показате-
лей населения. Важно опираться и на качественные показатели, такие как 
удовлетворенность местного населения, уровень коммуникации государст-
венных органов власти с общественностью и т. д.

Ключевые слова: финансовая независимость, инвестиционная привлека-
тельность, территориальная община, экономическое развитие регионов, ор-
ганы местного самоуправления.

Problem statement. The territory 
of the community, the number of resi-
dents and the level of investment at-
tractiveness are important elements of 
the socio-economic system, which is 
aimed at achieving the main goal — im-
proving the quality of life of the local 
population and the economic develop-
ment of the country as a whole. There-
fore, it is necessary to analyze the main 
indicators of territorial communities 
and determine the economic potential 
of the regions for their further develop-
ment.

Analysis of recent research and 
publications. The study of problems 
of socio-economic development of re-
gions was performed in the works of 
well-known scientists such as O. Vasy-
lyk, I. Vahovych, V. Pylypiv, S. Popov,  
G. Kozoriz, O. Kyrylenko, V. Kravchen-
ko, I. Lunina, V. Oparin, L. Tychkovska, 
I. Radionova, S. Yuriy, etc. Given the 
analysis of the works, both local and 
foreign scientists considering contem-
porary challenges for socio-economic 
development there is a need for in-
depth study of economic potential of 
the regions of Ukraine in the conditions 
of decentralization of power.

Formulation of the objectives of 
the article. The purpose of the article is 
to analyze the main indicators of terri-

torial communities, to determine their 
economic potential and investment at-
tractiveness.

Presentation of the main material 
of the study. The analysis was carried 
out at the end of 2018, the indicators of 
which characterize the population and 
the area of the united territorial com-
munities (UTC), namely: the number 
of UTC in Ukraine, the total population 
in these UTC, the total area of which is 
occupied by UTC from the area of the 
region, the average population and the 
average area of one UTC by regions.

As it can be seen from table, the po- 
pulation in Ukraine, which lives in all 
UTC as of 1.01.2018 amounts to 5,581 
mln people, or 13,2 % of the total pop-
ulation. The area occupied by UTC 
is 164 thousand km2, or 28,5 % of the 
total area of Ukraine. On average in 
Ukraine 8,4 thousand people live in one 
UTC, and the area of one UTC on aver-
age is 247 km2.

Vinnytsia region contains 34 UTC. 
The population that lives in these UTC 
amounts to 241,8 thousand people, or 
15,4 % of the population of the entire 
region. This is 2,2 % more than the ave- 
rage in Ukraine. The average number 
of people in one UTC is less than the 
national average by more than 1000 
people and is 7112 people per UTC. 
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The area of UTC in Vinnytsia region 
amounts to 3,89 km2. This is 14,7 % of 
the area of the region, which is almost 
half of the average in Ukraine. Also, the 
average area of one UTC is more than 
half that of the state and is 115 km2.

Volyn region has 40 UTC, the total 
population of which is 271 thousand 
people, or 26,3 % of the population of 
the entire region. Despite the average 
population in UTC in Ukraine, this in-
dicator of the Volyn region exceeds it 
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Vinnytsia 34 241 800 3 894 1 568 723 26 513 15,4 14,7 7 112 115

Volyn 40 271 900 8 993 1 035 729 20 144 26,3 44,6 6 798 225

Dnipropetrovsk 56 417 800 15 617 3 227 831 31 974 12,9 48,8 7 461 279

Donetsk 9 121 600 3 460 4 187 576 26 517 2,9 13,0 13 511 384

Zhytomyr 45 434 000 15 976 1 232 008 29 832 35,2 53,6 9 644 355

Zakarpattia 6 71 400 616 1 255 322 12 777 5,7 4,8 11 900 103

Zaporizhzhia 36 282 200 12 872 1 722 382 27 180 16,4 47,4 7 839 358

Ivano-Frankivsk 23 212 900 2 370 1 374 770 13 928 15,5 17,0 9 257 103

Kyiv 9 96 700 2 044 1 748 505 28 131 5,5 7,3 10 744 227

Kirovohrad 13 95 800 2 400 949 835 24 588 10,1 9,8 7 369 185

Luhansk 8 81 100 4 462 2 163 205 26 684 3,7 16,7 10 138 558

Lviv 35 281 300 3 832 2 511 238 21 833 11,2 17,6 8 037 109

Mykolaiv 28 190 800 8 726 1 140 609 24 598 16,7 35,5 6 814 312

Odesa 24 246 900 7 963 2 372 015 33 310 10,4 23,9 10 288 332

Poltava 39 263 900 7 528 1 405 991 28 748 18,8 26,2 6 767 193

Rivne 25 171 400 4 697 1 159 587 20 047 14,8 23,4 6 856 188

Sumy 28 211 100 7 973 1 092 092 23 834 19,3 33,5 7 539 285

Ternopil 40 327 300 5 394 1 049 061 13 823 31,2 39,0 8 183 135

Kharkiv 12 151 700 3 753 2 678 371 31 415 5,7 11,9 12 642 313

Kherson 26 181 000 7 798 1 045 549 28 461 17,3 27,4 6 962 300

Khmelnytskyi 39 445 500 10 706 1 271 246 20 645 35,0 51,9 11 423 275

Cherkasy 26 160 000 3 478 1 216 734 20 900 13,1 16,6 6 154 134

Chernivtsi 26 268 300 3 206 903 636 8 097 29,7 39,6 10 319 123

Chernihiv 37 355 500 16 396 1 011 536 31 865 35,1 51,5 9 608 443

Ukraine 664 5 581 900 164 152 42 216 766 575 844 13,2 28,5 8 406 247

Developed by the author on the basis of open sources.
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twice. The average population in one 
UTC is 6 798 people, which is 1 608 
people less than the average number 
in Ukraine. The total area of all UTC 
in the Volyn region is 8,99 thousand 
km2, or 44,6 % of the area of the region, 
which is 16% more than the average in 
the country. The average area of one 
UTC is 225 km2, which is almost equal 
to the state average.

The largest number of UTC is con-
tained in Dnipropetrovsk region — 
there are 56 of them with the number 
of inhabitants of 417 thousand people, 
or 12,9 % of the total area. This indica-
tor is at the level of the average popu-
lation in UTC in Ukraine. On average, 
in one UTC of Dnipropetrovsk region 
the number of residents equals to 7 461 
people, which 1000 people less than the 
average in the country. The area of all 
UTC of the region is 15,61 thousand 
km2, or 48,8 % of the total area of the 
region, which is 23 % more than the 
national average. The average area of 
one UTC is 279 km2, which is slightly 
higher than the average in Ukraine.

In Donetsk region there are 9 UTC, 
the total population of which equals to 
121 thousand people, or 2,9 % of the to-
tal area, this figure is less (by more than 
10 %) than the average in Ukraine. The 
average number of people in one UTC 
is the highest in Ukraine and is 13 551 
people, this figure exceeds the average 
by more than 5 000 people in the coun-
try. The total area of all UTC Donetsk 
region is 3,46 thousand km2, or 13 % 
of the total area of the region, which is 
half the average in Ukraine. The aver-
age area of one UTC is 384 km2 and ex-
ceeds the national average.

Zhytomyr region has 45 UTC, the 
number of inhabitants equals to 434 

thousand people, or 35,2 % of the pop-
ulation of the entire region, which is 
three times more than the average in 
the country. The average population 
in one UTC is more than the average 
in Ukraine by more than 1000 people 
and equals to 9 644 people per UTC. 
In Zhytomyr region, the total area of 
all UTC is the highest in the state and 
equals to 15,97 thousand km2, or 53,6 % 
of the area of the region, which exceeds 
the average for Ukraine by 25,1 %. The 
average area of one UTC is 355 km2 and 
it is above the national average.

Zakarpattia region is the smallest 
region the country, the number of cre-
ated UTC equals to 6. The total num-
ber of people residing in these UTC is 
also the smallest in Ukraine and equals 
to only 71 thousand people, or 5,7 % 
of the total population of the region. 
This figure is almost three times lower 
than the national average. The average 
population of one UTC in Zakarpattia 
region equals to 11 900 people, which is 
more than 3000 more than the average 
in Ukraine. The total area of all UTC 
equals to 616 km2, or 4,8 % of the area 
of the region, this figure is six times less 
than the average for the state. Also, the 
average area of one UTC is the smallest 
in Ukraine — 103 km2.

In Zaporizhzhia region there are 36 
created united territorial communi-
ties, the total number of inhabitants 
of which equals to 282 thousand peo-
ple, or 16,4 % of the population of the 
whole region. This figure is 3,2 % higher 
than the average for Ukraine. In one 
UTC the average number of population 
equals to 7 839 people, which is almost 
the same as the average for the country. 
The area occupied by UTC in Zapo- 
rizhzhia region equals to 12,87 thou-
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sand km2, or 47,4 % of the total area of 
the region, which exceeds by 18,9 % the 
average in Ukraine. The average area of 
one UTC is 358 km2 and is well above 
the national average.

In total, 23 UTC operate in Ivano-
Frankivsk region. The number of resi-
dents equals to 212 thousand people, or 
15,5 % of the population of the entire 
region, this figure is 2,3 % higher than 
the average for the state. The average 
population in one UTC is higher than 
the national average by more than 1,000 
people and equals to 9,257 people per 
UTC. The total area of all united terri-
torial communities in Ivano-Frankivsk 
region equals to 2,37 thousand. km2, or 
17 % of the area of the region, which 
is almost half the average for Ukraine. 
The area of one UTC averages 103 km2 
and, together with this figure in the Za-
karpattia region, is the smallest in the 
country.

In the Kyiv region there are only 9 
united territorial communities, like in 
the Donetsk region. The total number 
of residents in UTC of the region equals 
to 96 thousand people, or 5,5 % of the 
population of the region. This indicator 
of the population is half the average for 
the entire territory of Ukraine. In one 
UTC, the average population equals to 
10 744 people, which is more than the 
average for the country by 2,338 people. 
The area occupied by UTC of Kyiv re-
gion equals to 2 thousand km2, or 7,3 % 
of the total area of the region, which is 
almost four times less than the average 
for Ukraine. One UTC occupies an ave- 
rage area of 227 km2, which is almost 
equal to the average of the state.

In the Kirovohrad region there 
are 13 UTC. The number of residents 
equals to 95 thousand people, or 10,1 %  

of the total population of the region, 
and it almost corresponds to the na-
tional average. The average population 
of one UTC equals to 7,369, which is 
1,000 less than the national average. 
The area of the Kirovohrad region 
which is occupied by UTC equals to 
2,4 thousand km2, or 9,8 % of the total 
area of the region, which is three times 
less than the average of the country. On 
average, the area of one UTC is signifi-
cantly less than the average for Ukraine 
and equals to 185 km2.

Luhansk region contains 8 UTC. The 
living population equals to 81 thousand 
people, or 3,7 % of the total population 
of the region, which is 10 % less than 
the average in Ukraine. In one UTC of 
Luhansk region the average number of 
residents equals to 10 138 people which 
is 1 732 persons more comparing with 
the average population in UTC in the 
state. The total area occupied by UTC 
equals to 4,4 thousand km2, or 16,7 % of 
the area of the region, which is less by 
11,8 % of the national average. The area 
of one UTC is the highest from the ave- 
rage in Ukraine and equals to 558 km2.

In Lviv region there are 35 united 
territorial communities. The popula-
tion that lives on their territory equals 
to 281 thousand people, or 11,2 % of 
the population of the region, and al-
most corresponds to the national ave- 
rage. The average number of people in 
one UTC i equals to s 8,037, which is 
also almost the same as the average for 
Ukraine. The total area occupied by 
UTC in Lviv region equals to 3,8 thou-
sand km2, or 17,6 % of the area of the 
region, which is 10 % less than the ave- 
rage for the state. Also, the average area 
of one UTC is half that of the country 
and equals to only 109 km2. 
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There are 28 UTC in Mykolaiv, 
the total number of the population in 
them equals to 190 thousand people, or  
16,7 % from the population of area 
that exceeds an average indicator of 
the state. In one UTC of the Mykolaiv 
region the average number of the po- 
pulation equals to 6 814 people that 
1592 people less than an average on 
the country of an indicator. The total 
area of all UTC of the region equals to  
8,7 thousand km2, or 35,5 % of the area 
of the region, which is 7 % more than 
the average for Ukraine. On average, 
one UTC occupies an area that equals 
to 312 km2, which is also higher than 
the national average. 

There are 24 united territorial com-
munities in Odesa region, with a total 
population of 246 thousand people, 
which equals to 10,4 % of the popula-
tion of the region, which almost corre-
sponds to the average population of the 
state. The average number of the popu-
lation in one of UTC is 1 882 persons 
above the national average and equals 
to 10 228 people on one UTC. The area 
occupied by UTC Odessa region equals 
to 7,9 thousand km2, or 23,9 % of the to-
tal area of the region, this figure is less 
by 4,6 % of the average in Ukraine. On 
average, one UTC occupies an area that 
equals to 332 km2, this figure is higher 
than the national average.

In the Poltava region there are 39 
UTC. The total number of people resid-
ing in these UTC equals to 263 thou-
sand people, or 18,8 % of the population 
of the region, which is 5,6 % higher than 
the national average. In one UTC, the 
average population equals to 6,767 peo-
ple, which is below the national average 
of 1,639 people. In Poltava region UTC 
occupy the territory that equals to  

7,5 km2, or 26,2 % of the total area of the 
region, which is approximately equal to 
the average for Ukraine. The average 
area of one UTC is 193 km2, which is 
below the national average.

Rivne region has 25 UTC. The pop-
ulation living in them equals to 171 
thousand people, or 14,8 % of the total 
population of the region. This indicator 
corresponds to the average population 
in the state. The average number of the 
population residing in one UTC equals 
to 6856 people, this figure is below the 
average for Ukraine. UTC of Rivne 
region cover an area that equals to  
4,6 km2, or 23,4 % of the area of the re-
gion, which is less than 5,1 % of the na-
tional average. One UTC occupies an 
average area of 188 km2, and it is below 
the average for Ukraine. 

In Sumy region 28 united territo-
rial communities were created, the to-
tal population residing in these UTC 
equals to 211 thousand people, or  
19,3 % of the population of the region, 
it is 6,1 % more than the average in 
Ukraine. In one UTC of Sumy region 
the average population equals to 7 539 
people, which almost corresponds to 
the average population of the state. 
The area occupied by UTC equals to 
7,9 km2, or 33,5 % of the total area of 
the region, which is 5 % more than the 
average state. The average area of one 
UTC equals to 285 km2, which is higher 
than the national average. 

In Ternopil region there are 40 
UTC, the number of inhabitants in 
which equals to 327 thousand people, 
or 31,2 % of the total population of the 
region, which is 18 % more than the na-
tional average. The average population 
in one UTC equals to 8 183 people and 
corresponds to the average population 
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in Ukraine. The total area of the united 
territorial communities of Ternopil re-
gion equals to 5,3 km2, or 39 % of the 
area of the region, which is 10,5 % more 
than the national average. The average 
area of one UTC equals to 135 km2 and 
it is below the national average. 

Kharkiv region contains 12 UTC. 
The total population that resides in 
UTC region equals to 151 thousand 
people, or 5,7 % of the population of the 
region, this figure is 7,5 % less than the 
average for Ukraine. In one UTC, the 
average number of residents equals to 
12,642 people, which is 4,236 more than 
the state average. The area of all UTC 
of Kharkiv region equals to 3,7 km2, or 
11,9 % of the total area of the region, 
which is less by 16,6 % of the average 
value in Ukraine. The average area of 
one UTC equals to 313 km2, which is 
much higher than the national average.

26 United territorial communities 
were created in Kherson region. The 
number of inhabitants equals to 181 
thousand people, or 17,3 % of the popu-
lation of the region, which is higher by 
4,1 % for the average in the state. The 
number of inhabitants in one UTC 
equals to 6,962 people, this figure is less 
by 1,444 people on the national ave- 
rage. The total area of all UTC in the 
Kherson region is equal to the national 
average and equals to 7,7 km2, or 27,4 % 
of the area of the region. Also, the aver-
age area of one UTC equals to 300 km2, 
which is higher than the average of the 
country. 

In Khmelnitsky region there are 39 
UTC, the total number of people living 
in these UTC is the largest in Ukraine 
and equals to 455 thousand people, or 
35 % of the population, this figure is 
higher than the average for the state by 

21,5 %. The average population in one 
UTC equals to 11,423, which is more 
than 3,000 more than the national ave- 
rage. In Kherson region, the area of all 
UTC equals to 10,7 km2, or 51,9 % of 
the total area of the region, this figure 
is almost twice the average for Ukraine. 
The area of one UTC is above the na-
tional average and averages 275 km2. 

Cherkasy region has 26 UTC. The 
number of residents living in UTC data 
equals to 160 thousand people, or 13,1 % 
of the total population of the region. 
This indicator corresponds to the na-
tional average. In one UTC, the aver-
age population equals to 6 154 people, 
which is more than 2 000 people less 
than the average in Ukraine. Also, the 
total area of all UTC in Cherkasy re-
gion equals to 3,4 km2, or 16,6 % of the 
area of the region, which is almost half 
the average of the country. On average, 
the area of one UTC equals to 134 km2, 
which is much less than the average in 
the state.

In Chernivtsi region there are 26 
united territorial communities. The to-
tal number of residents in them equals 
to 268 thousand people, or 29,7 % of 
the population of the region, exceeding 
16 % of the average in the country. In 
Cherkasy region, the average popula-
tion of one UTC equals to 10,319 peo-
ple, this figure exceeds the average for 
the state by 1,913 people. The total area 
of all UTC equals to 3,2 km2, or 39,6 % 
of the area of the region, which is almost 
twice the average in Ukraine. Also, the 
area of one UTC is almost half the na-
tional average and equals to 123 km2. 

There are 37 UTC in Chernihiv re-
gion. The population in them equals 
to 355 thousand people, or 35,1 % of 
the total population of the region, and 
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it is almost three times more than the 
average in Ukraine. On one UTC the 
average number of population equals 
to 9,608 people which is 1,000 people 
more than the average for the country. 
In Cherkasy region, all UTC occupy the 
largest area in the state which equals to 
16,3 km2, or 51,5 % of the total area of 
the region, which is 23 % higher than 
the national average. Also, the area of 
one UTG is almost twice the average 
area of one UTC in Ukraine equals to 
447 km2.

As it can be seen from the analysis, 
UTC occupiy a significant area in all 
regions, which are home to more than  
13 % of the population of Ukraine. In 
four regions, namely Zhytomyr, Terno-
pil, Khmelnytsky and Chernihiv, the 
population in UTC exceeds 30 % of the 
total population. Also in three regions 
(Zhytomyr, Khmelnytskyi, Cherni-
hiv) UTC occupy more than 50 % of 
the region. In particular, it should be 
noted that in five regions the number 
of population in UTC does not exceed  
10 % of the total population of the re-
gion (Donetsk, Zakarpattia, Kyiv, Lu-
hansk and Kharkiv regions).

Conclusion. When determining the 
economic potential of communities and 
their level of investment attractiveness, 
the indicator of the area of the territo-
rial community is decisive. It is worth 
noting that the actual population of the 
community is an important element for 
obtaining financial assistance from the 
state budget.

Analyzing the efficiency of territo-
rial communities it is important to rely 
not only on quantitative indicators but 
also on qualitative indicators, such as 
satisfaction of the population of the 
territorial communities, participation 

of the local the population in the pro-
cesses that occur in the community and 
the level of communication and infor-
matization of the local population with 
government authorities. 
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