UDC: 351 : 631.115.8
DOT: https://doi.org/10.32689,/2617-
2224-2019-17-2-238-249

Prylipko Sergii Mykhailovych,
PhD in Economics, Associate Professor, Doc-
toral Candidate of the Department of Public
Administration and Public Service, National
Academy for Public Administration under the
President of Ukraine, 03057, Kyiv, Str. An-
tona Tsedika 20, tel.: (067) 708 36 79, e-mail:
agroadvice @ukr.net

ORCID: 0000-0002-6116-328X

Ipuninxo Cepeiii Muxaiinosuu,
Kanouoam exoHoMiuHux nayx, oyenm, 0ok-
mopanm Kxagpeopu nyorMHO020 YNpasninms
ma ny6aiunoi cayscou, Hauionarwna axade-
Mist Oeparcasiozo ynpasainis npu IIpesuden-
moai Yxpainu, 03057, m. Kuis, syn. Anmona
Iedixa, 20, men.: (067) 708 36 79, e-mail:
agroadvice @ukrnet

ORCID: 0000-0002-6116-328X

Hpununxo Cepeeii Muxaiinoguu,

Kanouoam sKOHOMUMCCKUX HAYK, O0ueHm, 0OKMopanm xapeopvl nyoiuunoz0 ynpasienus u
nybauunou cayxcovt, Hayuonamnas axademus ocyoapcmeennozo ynpagienust npu Ilpesu-
denma Yxpaunot, 03057, 2. Kues, yi. Aumona Ileduxa, 20, men.: (067) 708 36 79, e-mail:
agroadvice @ukr.net

ORCID: 0000-0002-6116-328X

HISTORY OF BECOMING AND DEVELOPMENT
OF COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT IN UKRAINE
AT THE END OF XIX — AT THE BEGINNING

OF XX CENTURIES

Abstract. The article states that the cooperative movement has become wide-
spread in order to overcome the socio-economic problems of rural communities
and restructuring of the social system at the end of XIX — at the beginning of
the XX centuries in various regions of Ukraine, which subsequently became the
national socio-economic phenomenon. The formation of service cooperatives was
carried out through the creation of agricultural partnerships and their associa-
tions in cooperative unions, federations and development centers. It was proved
that the formation of a cooperative movement did not take place without the
intervention of public authorities, which in addition to the adoption of relevant
normative documents constantly tried to impose their party ideology to the
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citizens through collaboration with cooperative system. It was established that
at the same time the cooperative institutions influenced on the political life of
the country through the financing of parties and fulfilling the propaganda work
among the population.

It was determined that the spread of cooperation was due to the mass invol-
ving of cooperatives and their institutions to the cultural-educational, informa-
tion-educational and upbringing work. In particular, the special attention was
paid to the creation of cooperative circles, schools, libraries, carrying out of de-
monstrative shows and exhibitions, organization of hire stations of agricultural
machinery and equipment.

The expediency of taking into account the historical experience of the for-
mation and development of cooperation as a social and economic phenomenon
in the state in the current conditions of the reform of decentralization of power
and the emergence of rural united territorial communities was summarized. It
was noted that it is necessary to focus the attention on the main ideological and
organizational principles of the revival and development of the Ukrainian co-
operative movement, education of nationally conscious members of society,
raising the cultural-educational and financial-economic level of the population
for the successful development of rural areas of Ukraine.

Keywords: agrarian policy, cooperation, cooperative movement, cooperative
association, informational-educational activity.

ICTOPIAA CTAHOBJIEHHS TA PO3BUTKY KOOIIEPATUBHOIO
PYXY B YKPAIHI B KIHII XIX - HA IIOYATKY XX CT.

AHoTanig. 3a3HayeHo, 10 3 MeTOI TMOJOJAHHS COIiaJbHO-eKOHOMIY-
HUX MPOGJIEM CIIBCHKMX IpoMajl i 1mepeOyaoBu CYCIiJIBHOTO JIaay HaIPUKIHII
XIX — Ha mouyatky XX CT. y pi3HMX perioHax YKpaiHu MmoupeHHst HabyB Koolie-
paTUBHUI PYX, SIKUI 3TOJIOM CTaB 3arajibHO/IEP;KAaBHUM COIiaIbHO-eKOHOMIYHUM
spuiieM. MopMyBaHHsT 00CIYrOBYIOUOI KOOTIEpallil 3/iHCHIOBAIIOCh YePe3 CTBO-
PEHHSI CiTbCHKOTOCTIOAPCHKUX TOBAPUCTB Ta X 00'€IHAHD Y KOOIIEPATHBHI CITiJI-
KM, COI03U Ta IIeHTPU po3BUTKY. /loBe/IeHO, 1110 CTAaHOBJIEHHST KOOIIEPAaTUBHOTO PY-
Xy He BiztbyBasiocst 6e3 BTpy4YaHHst OpraHiB Jep:KaBHOI BJIAIH, sIKi KPiM IPUIAHSTTST
Bi/IIIOBI/THNX HOPMATUBHUX JJOKYMEHTIB IOCTII{HO HaMarajncs HaB's3aT rpoma-
JlaM MMapTiliHy 1/1e0J0ri0 Yyepe3 CIIiBIPAIlio 3 KOONepaTUBHOIO cucTeMolo. Bera-
HOBJIEHO, 1110 KOOTIepaTUBHI YCTAaHOBH BIIMBAJIM HA MOJITUYHE JKUTTSI KPalHU ye-
pe3 (hiHaHCcyBaHHS MaPTiil Ta MPOBEIEHHS ariTaiiiiHoi pobOTH cepejl HaceJIeHHSI.

3’sicoBaHo, 1110 MONIMPEHHs KooTiepallii BizdyBaIocs yepes MacoBe 3ilCHEH-
H4 KOOIEPAaTUBAMU Ta iX IHCTUTYIISIMU KYJBTYPHO-TIPOCBITHUIIBKOI, iH(pOpMa-
I{iTHO-KOHCYJIBTaTUBHOI Ta OCBITHBOI po6OTH. 30KpeMa, 0co0JIMBa yBara Hpu-
JIJISIACST CTBOPEHHIO KOOMEPAaTUBHUX TYPTKIB, MIKiJ, 6Gi0/Ii0TEK, MPOBEIEHHIO
JIeMOHCTPAIlITHUX 1TOKa3iB 1 BUCTaBOK, OpraHi3allil MPOKaTHUX CTaHI[iN CiJIbChKO-
rOCIIOZIAPCHKOI TEXHIKM i 001 iHAHHSI.

PesiomoBano J011i/IbHICTD BpaxyBaHHS iCTOPUYHOTO JIOCBily CTAHOBJIEHHI i
PO3BUTKY KooTlepallil K COIliaJibHO-eKOHOMIYHOTO SIBUIIA y JiepsKaBi 32 cydac-
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HUX YMOB TIPOBeZIeHHsT pepopMuU JlerieHTpastisailii MoOBHOBa)KEHb BJIAANU Ta IO-
SIBUL CLJTBCHKUX 00’ €THAHNX TEPUTOPIaIbHUX TPOMa/L. 3a3HAYEHO, IO JIJIsT Y CITIITHO-
T'O PO3BUTKY CIJTbCHKUX TEPUTOPIN YKPAiHW CJIiJ/l 30CEPEINTH YBAry Ha OCHOBHUX
1/1e0JIOTIYHO-OPTaHI3aIi MHUX 3aCca/1aX BIIPOJIPKEHHS 1 PO3BUTKY YKPAIHChKOTO KO-
OTIEPATUBHOTO PYXY, BAXOBAHHI HAI[IOHATBHO CBiJIOMUX YJIEHIB CYCITIJIbCTBA, Tijl-
BUIIEHHI KYJIBTYPHO-OCBITHBOTO Ta (PiHAHCOBO-eKOHOMIUHOTO PiBHST HACEJIEHHSI.

Kmouogi ciioBa: arpapHa 1moJiiTuka, Koornepaitist, KoorlepaTuBHUI PyX, KOoIie-
paruBHe 00’eHaHHs, iIHPOPMAIIITHO-OCBITHS AisJIbHICTb.

NCTOPUA CTAHOBJIEHUA U PASBUTUA KOOIIEPATUBHOTO
ABUGKEHUA B YRPAMHE B KOHIIE XIX - HAYAJIE XX BEKA

Annortanusa. Omnpe/iesieHo, 4TO JJIsT [IPEOJI0JIEHHUsT COIMAJbHO-9KOHOMUYe-
CKHUX MPOBJIEM CeTbCKUX OOIMMH 1 M3MEHEHUs OOIECTBEHHOTO CTPOsI B KOHIIE
XIX — nauane XX BeKa B Pa3JIMuHBbIX peTHOHAX YKPauWHbBI KOOIepaTUBHOE JIBU-
JKeHHUe TOJIyYnIO IUPOKOE PACIPOCTPAHEHUE U CTAJI0 OOIIErOCyAapCTBEHHBIM
COIMATBbHO-9KOHOMUYECKUM siBjierreM. CTaHOBJIeHNE 0OCTyKIBAIOIIE KooTie-
paIu OCyIIEeCTBIISIIOCH Yepe3 CO3/aHte CETbCKOX03sIIICTBEHHBIX 00TIECTB U X
0ObeITMHEHUIT B KOOTIePaTUBHBIE COOOIIECTBA, COI03bI U TIEHTPBI pa3BuTus. Jlo-
Ka3aHo, 4To (hOpMUPOBAaHUE KOOIIEPATUBHOTO JIBVIKEHUS HE MPOUCXOAUIO Oe3
BMeIaTebCTBA OPraHOB TOCY/JaPCTBEHHON BJIACTH, KOTOPble KPOMe TIPUHATHS
COOTBETCTBYIOIIMX HOPMAaTUBHBIX JOKYMEHTOB ITOCTOSIHHO IBITATNCH HABS3ATh
OOIIMHAM TTAPTHITHYIO UIEOJIOTHUIO Y€PE3 COTPYAHUIECTBO C KOOTIEPATUBHOMN CH-
CTEMOIi. YCTaHOBJIEHO, YTO B TO JK€ BpeMsl KOOIlepaTUBHbIE YUPEeKACHUS BIAUSIIN
Ha MOJUTUYECKYIO )KM3Hb CTPaHbI ITyTeM (DMHAHCUPOBAHUS APTUI U TIPOBe/Ie-
HIST aTUTAIIMOHHON PabOThI CPe/I HACETEHSI.

Boisicueno, uto pacpocTpaHeHue Koolepaluy IIporucxo/ o 13-3a MacCoOBO-
IO OCYIIECTBJIEHUS KOOIlepaTuBaMU U UX HUHCTUTYIUSIMU KYJIBTYPHO-IIPOCBETH-
TEJLCKON, MH(MOPMAITMOHHO-KOHCYIBTATUBHON 1 06pa3oBaTeabHOil paboThl. B
YaCTHOCTH, 0c0O0€e BHUMAHUE YAEJSIIIOCh CO3AaHUI0 KOOTIEPATUBHBIX KPYIKKOB,
1IKOJI, GUGJIMOTEK, MTPOBEIEHUIO JEMOHCTPAIMOHHBIX MEPOIPUSITUN U BBICTA-
BOK, OpPraHU3aIMK IIPOKATHBIX CTAHIIUN TEXHUKU U 060PYIOBAHUSL.

PesiomupoBaHa 1e1ecooOpa3HOCTh ydeTa MCTOPHUYECKOTO OIbITa CTAHOBJIE-
HUS ¥ Pa3BUTHS KOOIlepaluy KaK COIMaIbHO-9KOHOMUYECKOTO SBJIEHUS B TO-
Cy/lapcTBe B COBPEMEHHBIX YCJIOBUSIX MPOBeIeHNS peopMbl /lelieHTpaau3alun
MOJTHOMOYMIT BJIACTH U TIOSIBJICHUSI CEJILCKUX OOBEAMHEHHBIX TEPPUTOPUAID-
HbIX 00IUH. OTMEYEHO, UTO VIS YCIEITHOTO Pa3BUTUSI CEJIBCKUX TEPPUTOPHIL
YKpauHbl HEOOXOAUMO COCPEAOTOYNTh BHUMAHKME HAa OCHOBHBIX HE0JIOTHYE-
CKM-OPraHM3aIMOHHBIX [PUHIIMIAX BO3POXKAEHUS W Pa3BUTUS YKPAUHCKOTO
KOOIIEPaTUBHOTO /IBUKEHNUS, BOCIIMTAHUN HAIIMOHAJIBHO CO3HATEJIbHBIX YJIEHOB
00111eCTBa, MOBBIEHUN KYJIBTYPHO-06pa30BaTEIbHOTO U (PHHAHCOBO-9KOHOMU-
YEeCKOI'o YPOBHSI HaceJeHMUsI.

KimoueBble cioBa: arpapHasl IOJUTHKA, Koollepalus, KoollepaTUBHOe JIBU-
JKeHue, KoonepaTuBHoe o0beinHenne, MHGOPMAIMOHHO-06pa3oBaTeIbHast 1esi-
TeJIbHOCTb.
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Problem statement. Cooperation,
as a national social and economic phe-
nomenon, is an important component
of the development of agrarian rela-
tions and way of life in rural areas.
The active phase of the formation and
development of the cooperative move-
ment in different regions of Ukraine fell
to the end of the 19*" and early 20" cen-
turies. Such tendencies were preceded
by several reasons. First of all, deterio-
rating social and economic situation in
rural areas occurred in the process of
its formation. The creation of different
types of cooperatives also prompted
the emergence of such problems as lack
of funds, high cost and low quality of
goods in shops, the need for intensifi-
cation of agriculture, the need to im-
prove the competitiveness of indus-
tries in the agricultural sector through
the introduction of specialization [1,
p. 15]. Subsequently, cooperatives be-
gan to take an active part in the social
and economic life of the state thanks
to the widespread spread. In addition
to activating their activities in the ag-
ricultural sector, they encouraged the
creation of various socially useful and
religious institutions, provided funds
for the needs of the army, the construc-
tion of hospitals, organized for mem-
bers of the special mutual assistance
funds, provided financial assistance to
the victims of bad crop and the unem-
ployed [2, p. 13, 15]. The history of the
formation of cooperative relations and
cooperative experience can be used in
practice, since in the light of the best
traditions of the past; the formation of
cooperative relations in the retrospect
can play an important role in the de-
velopment of modern agrarian policy
of the state [3, p. 5].

Analysis of recent publications on
research issues. A lot of native scien-
tists engaged in (researched) the issues
of the formation and development of
the cooperative movement in the late
19* and early 20" centuries in Ukraine
[1-15]. However, the causes of the
emergence and spread of cooperation
as a national social and economic phe-
nomenon, the integrated approach,
taking into account the political com-
ponent, defending national interests,
and the organizational foundations for
the functioning of cooperatives and
their institutions are not followed in
the scientific works.

The purpose of the article to clarify
the role of cooperation as a national so-
cial and economic phenomenon and to
define the main principles of the deve-
lopment of the cooperative movement
in Ukraine taking into account the sys-
temic approach.

Presentation of the main material.
Ideological leaders who propagated
their ideas with a view to overcom-
ing social and economic problems and
restructuring the social order played
an important role in spreading the
cooperation in rural areas. For exam-
ple, penetration of the ideas of coop-
eration on the territory of Naddnipry-
anshchyna was held in the 1860’s and
1870’s. There were different points of
view on the importance of cooperative
relations in society among the public.
Some scientist defined cooperation
as a form of social and economic deve-
lopment, which ultimately should
lead to the construction of socialism,
that is, a new social system. In contrast,
others defined it as a way of protec-
ting the material interests of the
people.
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Thus, according to Sadovskyi’s
conviction, cooperation can develop
without violating the fundamental
principles of society and the state. The
socialist essence of the cooperation was
argued and supported by M. Draho-
manov, M. Levitskyi, M. Ziber, S. Po-
dolynskyi, M. Tuhan-Baranovskyi,
V. Pekarskyi and others. They associ-
ated with cooperation the possibility of
radical restructuring of the social sys-
tem, the achievement of social harmo-
ny and justice. Representatives of the
Populist Movement V. Dziubinskyi,
P. Chervinskyi, F. Shcherbyna were
engaged in developing a concept for
the introduction of collective manage-
ment. The values of collectivism and
unity, mutual assistance, education,
honesty and integrity in activities were
promoted in the cooperative environ-
ment [4, p. 16, 23].

It was found out that the activity
of the cooperative movement was at
the beginning of the 90’s of the 19t
century in the South of Ukraine, and
its significant development was ob-
served after the revolutionary events
of 1905-1907. By 1917 there were
about 2,3 thousand cooperatives in the
region. The spread of the cooperative
movement dates back to the time of the
Ukrainian national revival. The inte-
rests of cooperatives in the State Duma
were represented by a small number of
deputies, who set themselves the task
of adopting a general cooperative law
[2,p. 11].

It was established that the coopera-
tive movement in Ukraine did not de-
velop in itself at the national level. For-
mation, development and control over
the distribution of it were entrusted to
the state authorities. Some politicians
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used a cooperative system to impose
party ideology on rural communities
through mutually beneficial coopera-
tion. Thus, the revolutionary events
of 1905-1907 forced the authorities to
implement a series of liberal measures
for cooperative activities. A new phe-
nomenon was the growing interest in
cooperation by political parties, which
evaluated its value in different ways.
Some people completely supported it,
others treated with a reservation [1,
p. 18-19].

The development of cooperation
was facilitated by the holding of local
and provincial congresses. At the 2"
All-Russian  Cooperative Congress,
which took place in Kyiv in the summer
of 1913, an important step was taken in
establishing Ukrainian cooperation as
an independent economic force. At the
turn of 1915-1916, the government
was invited to consider the draft coop-
erative legislation, but the Council of
Ministers rejected its adoption because
of the reluctance to give up control
over cooperation. The draft law was
adopted in the State Duma after the
February Revolution of 1917 with mi-
nor changes in the wording prepared
by the cooperators. The struggle for
democratic rights and freedoms for
their own activities contributed to the
activity of the cooperative movement,
forcing the authorities to go to legisla-
tive acts and to treat it as an effective
force in the public and political life of
the country [5, p. 11]. During the peri-
od of the rise of the national and social
struggle of the Ukrainian people during
1917-1920, the cooperative movement
became more widespread, becoming a
national social and economic phenom-
enon [6, p. 31].




In 1917, cooperatives acted as the
only organized structure in Podillia
that became the pillar of the economic
policy of the Ukrainian Central Rada
on the positions of Ukrainian state-
hood, in every way supporting the
struggle for Ukraine’s independence.
The activities of institutions and or-
ganizations during the administration
of the Directory were determined by
the targeted policy of the governments
of the UPR to strengthen cooperation
as the main force capable of solving all
economic problems of the country. In
1917-1919, the Bolsheviks persecuted
and repressed members of the associa-
tions and their unions. In 1920, the co-
operative organizations of the region
were reorganized in accordance with
the requirements of decrees. Ideology
of reforms and methods of their imple-
mentation were aimed at the destruc-
tion of the cooperative movement |7,
p. 15].

In 1920, the USSR initiated mea-
sures for the nationalization of coop-
eration in accordance with the De-
crees of the People’s Commissars of
the RSFSR “On Consumer Communes”
of March 20, 1919, and “On the Asso-
ciation of All Types of Cooperative Or-
ganizations” of January 27, 1920. As a
result of the implementation of these
decrees in action, the amateur coopera-
tive system of Ukraine was destroyed.
Together with the spread of coopera-
tion among the general population,
its rapid revival was facilitated by the
new economic policy in the early 20’s
[8]. At that time, cooperatives contrib-
uted to the development of agriculture.
Therefore, the party leadership sought
through a cooperative system to attract
peasants (farmers) to the idea of socia-

lism. Some of them believed that no
cooperation should be adapted to the
NEP, but rather the NEP is needed to
cooperate. This approach allowed pro-
moting the ideas of socialism through
mutually beneficial cooperation with
the peasantry, which was the majority
of the population of Ukraine, avoiding
confrontation with it [9, p. 13].

At the beginning of the 20™" centu-
ry, the anti-Ukrainian position of the
Polish authorities, which perceived
Ukrainian cooperation as a means of
independence, was observed in the
north-western Ukrainian lands. In ac-
cordance with the Orders of the Presi-
dent of Poland “On Industrial Law”
dated 1926 and “On Construction Law”
dated 1928, the representatives of the
administration massively closed the
Ukrainian cooperatives and hindered
their registration because of inconsis-
tency with the established sanitary
norms. In the 1930s, Ukrainian co-
operation in Poland was under state
control. Thus, in accordance with the
new legislation during 1934—1935, 435
Ukrainian cooperatives passed under
the influence of Polish cooperative
unions [10, p. 11-13].

The overwhelming majority of typi-
cal cooperatives in terms of the organi-
zational and legal form of management
were agricultural societies that began to
function in Ukrainian provinces since
the end of the 19" century. The mas-
sive spread of the cooperative move-
ment began in 1908 with the adoption
of a model statute of an agricultural
society, which provided for their sim-
plified registration procedure. Thus, as
of January 1, 1912, 34 cooperatives had
already been operating in Ukraine, and
their number reached more than 100
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units in 1915. Until 1918, there were
the following types of societies func-
tioned: procurement, marketing, pro-
cessing and multifunctional in Ukraine
[11, p. 135-137]. Thanks to the pur-
chase and sale cooperation, there were
carried out the purchase and sale of
agricultural products, consumer goods,
tools, agricultural machinery, seeds,
and fertilizers [12, p. 11]. In 1922, since
2416 officially operating cooperative
agricultural societies, almost all were
registered as universal. In 1926, there
were 4545 units [9, p. 16]. In the con-
ditions of the growth of specialization
and marketability of agriculture, in the
rural communities are actively creat-
ing beetle, fruit and vegetable, milk,
machine and tractor and other types of
societies. The practice of cooperation
in Ukraine proved that such organiza-
tional forms were more self-sufficient
than collective farms [13, p. 11].

The lack of special knowledge of the
governing bodies for managing coop-
eratives and lack of knowledge of the
peasants in the principles of coopera-
tion often led to the instability of their
work. The low activity of the peasants
and the insufficient number of quorums
at meetings often paralyzed the work of
the cooperative. Separately, there were
problems in fulfilling the obligations
assumed by the members. Subsequent-
ly, the problems began to be solved by
introducing various methods of organi-
zational, and in some cases, administra-
tive influence through the imposition
of penalties, bringing the perpetrators
to justice in court and excluding them
from the cooperative [4, p. 28].

It should be noted that the organi-
zation of the activity of agricultural co-
operatives and the attraction of more
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members to them in the overwhelming
majority was due to the work of coope-
rative organizations with the rural
population through the introduction
of various methods and forms of co-
operation. Among them: carrying out
cultural and educational activities,
training of skilled workers, providing
information and consulting services,
distributing special educational litera-
ture, setting up of cooperative librar-
ies, organizing exhibitions, conducting
demonstration shows, and the creation
of rolling stations of agricultural ma-
chinery and equipment.

It was established that for the edu-
cational activity, close cooperation
was established between cooperatives
with rural houses and huts-reading
rooms. There were created cooperative
corners, circles, schools and libraries,
where lectures, holidays, parties and
performances were usually held. The
main reason for the establishment of
cooperative circles and schools was
that there were few qualified special-
ists in the village to teach peasants (far-
mers) the basics of agrarian produc-
tion. At the same time, the government
organized schools to train young peo-
ple for agriculture only, depriving the
rest of the rural population of educa-
tion. Qualified specialists were invited,
namely: agronomists, veterinarians and
gardeners for lectures on short-term
courses in cooperative schools. [14,
p. 18—19]. Thanks to the training acti-
vities of ordinary peasants, it was hoped
to be involved in the use of advanced
achievements in agricultural science
and technology, which in turn should
have affected the increase in the profit-
ability of their farms. The best achieve-
ments in the field of plant growing and




livestock were introduced into practice
through the provision of information
and advisory services.

The organization of agricultural
exhibitions demonstration of new me-
thods of management greatly contrib-
uted to the popularization of the idea
of cooperative movement and increas-
es the productivity of peasant farms.
In particular, demonstration fields
and sites were created to demonstrate
the benefits of using new technolo-
gies for land cultivation in the South
of Ukraine. Cooperatives organized
rolling mills, where it was possible to
use the technique and new advanced
equipment for a moderate fee [2, p. 13].

During the 80’s of the 19" and early
20™ centuries, institutions such as co-
operative unions, unions, specialized
systems and other institutions played
a significant role in shaping the co-
operative movement in recognition of
the role and importance of cooperation
with the rural population and its scale
in almost all regions of the country.
Thus, regional cooperative associations
(unions) were intermediaries, coordi-
nators and controllers of the activities
of local unions. They helped to finan-
cially and economically strengthen the
existing and the emergence of new al-
liances, especially savings and credit
treasuries, sought state assistance in
expanding the lending of peasants’ of-
fices and societies with cheap loans,
adjusted supply of peasants through
unions with relatively cheap goods, or-
ganized sales of agricultural products,
and supported various kinds of indus-
trial unions. In addition, the unions en-
gaged in the training of cooperatives in
the village, promoted the knowledge of
members of the unions, as well as na-

tional and civic consciousness of the
peasants, and their unification in pro-
tecting their rights [15, p. 9].

The social processes that took place
during the years of the Ukrainian
Revolution significantly improved the
conditions for the activities of coop-
erative organizations. The approval of
the “Regulations on Cooperative So-
cieties and their Unions” contributed
to the creation of new cooperatives
and cooperative unions in Ukraine.
All-Ukrainian cooperative congresses,
which took place in April and Sep-
tember 1917, called for the creation of
their own national Ukrainian coopera-
tive centres. All-Ukrainian coopera-
tive unions began their work. Coopera-
tive institutions financed a variety of
Ukrainian and all-Russian socialist
parties, campaigned (carried out pro-
paganda work), and influenced the
country’s political life. In 1918, a Pro-
gram was adopted at the All-Ukrainian
Cooperative Congress. It provided for
the creation of new national coopera-
tive centres. Due to the implementa-
tion of the measures, the cooperative
network comprised 14 to 18 thousand
organizations with almost 7 million
members, and the number of their
unions exceeded 200 units. In April
1920, the All-Ukrainian Cooperative
Union (Centrospilka), which united
in its composition all the national co-
operation centres and thus completed
the administrative structure of the co-
operative system of the country, began
work [8].

Right-bank Ukraine agricultural
cooperation tried to unite disparate
societies in order to coordinate their
work as a result, the Kiev Central Ag-
ricultural Society was founded. Al-
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though its activities began to unfold in
1916, and it was not the only centre for
agricultural cooperation for Ukraine.
It did a unifying, organizational and
educational function [5, p. 12]. There
were formed such powerful specialized
systems as Dobrobut, Cooptakh, Plo-
dospilka, Nisinniesoiuz, Ukrsiltsukor
and Buriakospilka in the general struc-
ture of agricultural cooperatives of
Ukraine. Due to uniting, agricultural
cooperation has become a powerful and
highly effective instrument capable of
achieving rapid modernization of the
agrarian sector of Ukraine’s economy
[9, p. 17]. Subsequently, FARMER,
All-Ukrainian Union of Agricultural
Cooperatives began to operate on the
Left-bank Ukraine. However, due to
the proliferation of mass collectiviza-
tion in Ukraine in 1929, its activities
were completely stopped.

In the 1926-1930, the bulk and
selling cooperation had a three-stage
structure on the territory of the Vo-
lyn Voivodship. Cooperatives of the
1%t degree united in the county or dis-
trict unions, thus creating cooperatives
of the 2" degree. The latter united in
Centrosoiuz, National Centre of Com-
mon Purchasing and Sales Coopera-
tives as cooperatives of the 3™ degree.
At the end of 1934, there were 282 co-
operatives of the 1st degree and 4 dis-
trict associations of cooperatives in the
Volyn Voivodship that were subordi-
nated to Centrosoiuz [12, p. 11].

Conclusions and prospects for
further researches. Thus, at the end
of the 19" and early 20" centuries, the
cooperative movement has become
widespread becoming a national social
and economic phenomenon. It is con-
firmed by the existence of a significant
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number of cooperative organizations,
large cooperative unions and develop-
ment cooperation centres. The forma-
tion of service cooperatives was carried
out mainly through the creation of ag-
ricultural societies. However, it should
be noted that with the approval of the
totalitarian system and the imposition
of collectivization by the rural commu-
nities, the cooperative movement be-
gan to gradually lose its position on the
territory of Ukraine. Nevertheless, the
analysis of the formation and spread
of the cooperative movement in rural
communities in this period allows us to
draw the following conclusions:

Firstly, it had an important place
in the social and political, social and
economic life of the state, forming new
values of life from the peasants, deve-
loping their initiative, amateur action,
personal responsibility to themselves
and the community for the results of
their actions, and the ability to solve
complex issues through interaction
with other members;

Secondly, cooperatives and their
associations were guided by common
cooperative principles in the process
of their development, namely: meet-
ing the needs of the participants and
improving their living conditions, vo-
luntary entry and exit from the associa-
tion, participation in the formation of
the financial base of the cooperative at
the expense of share contributions, and
the implementation of management on
a democratic basis;

Thirdly, the desire of the authorities
to control cooperative formations led
to the legislative regulation of their ac-
tivities through various decrees, laws,
decrees, rules and other legal docu-
ments;




Fourthly, the cultural-educational,
informational and consultative and ed-
ucational work of cooperative entities
was essential in addition to providing
services to the population in various
spheres of economic activity, which
consisted in the wide propagation of
the leading ideas, the education of
conscious cooperatives, and the intro-
duction of new knowledge in agricul-
ture.

It should be noted that during the
period of mass spread of cooperation in
Ukraine in the late 19" and early 20
centuries, the political component in
the formation of a cooperative move-
ment is clearly followed, which con-
sists not only in the adoption of rele-
vant normative documents by the state
authorities, but also in attempts to im-
pose a party ideology through the co-
operative system. An important place
in the retrospective analysis was the
experience of organizing the activities
of both the cooperatives themselves
and their institutional environment.

Consequently, it is expedient to
take into account the historical experi-
ence of the formation and development
of cooperation as a social and economic
phenomenon in the state in the current
conditions of the reform of decentra-
lization of power and the emergence of
united territorial communities, espe-
cially in rural areas, in further research.
In particular, the main principles of
dissemination of the ideological and
organizational principles of revival and
further development of the Ukrainian
cooperative movement, upbringing of
nationally conscious members of so-
ciety, and raising the cultural, educa-
tional and economic levels of the rural
population, as a prerequisite for the

successful development of Ukrainian
rural areas deserve attention.
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