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THE STUDY OF THE FOOD SECURITY OF THE
COUNTRY IN THE CONDITIONS OF THE CRISIS

Abstract. The paper examines the country’s food security in a crisis. The
main threats to Ukraine’s food security include political threats, excessive im-
port thresholds, food price disparities, poor solvent demand of the population,
underdeveloped system for analyzing, assessing and forecasting the dynamics of
the agro-food market. To increase the level of food security of the country, state
policy is a prerequisite, which can ensure the stable development of the domestic
agro-industrial complex against the background of risks and threats.

The main risks that threaten the state of food security of Ukraine in the near
future are identified, namely: an increase in the share of cultivated areas under
technical crops, which leads to a decrease in the share of cultivated areas for food
crops; the absence of analogues of imported equipment and, consequently, the
reduction of the pace of modernization of a number of branches of the agro-in-
dustrial complex; insufficient development of the infrastructure of transporta-
tion, movement of goods and storage of food products; macroeconomic factors
and fluctuations of the exchange rate; rising prices for material and technical re-
sources and energy resources; epizootic risks, the manifestation of which is most
likely to occur in the event of the emergence and spread in the country of cells of
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particularly dangerous and quarantine diseases of animals, including those with
imported animals — carriers of pathogens or the movement of pathogens from the
territory of adjacent states.

It is concluded that ensuring food security is first and foremost a complete
self-sufficiency, or maintenance of a critical minimum level of production. The
identified food security risks create threats that can lead to non-compliance with
the food safety margin. To ensure the sustainability of economic development,
implementation of state regulation measures aimed at stabilizing and maintain-
ing food security of the country is necessary.

Security, measures of state regulation, crisis, food safety, risks. It is concluded
that ensuring food security is first and foremost a complete self-sufficiency, or
maintenance of a critical minimum level of production. The identified food se-
curity risks create threats that can lead to non-compliance with the food safety
margin. To ensure the sustainability of economic development, implementation
of state regulation measures aimed at stabilizing and maintaining food security of
the country is necessary.

Keywords: security, measures of state regulation, crisis, food safety, risks.

NOCJIIKEHHS ITPOIOBOJIBYOI BE3IEKHU KPATHU
B YMOBAX KPU3U

Anoranig. /[ocsipkeHo pogoBosibay Gesneky Kpainu B ymoBax kpusu. Oc-
HOBHVMH 3arpo3aMy MPOJOBOJIBYOT Oe3lekn YKpaiHu MOKHA BBaXKaTH TI0JIi-
TUYHI 3arpPO3U, ITepeBUIIeHHS TTOPOTOBOTO PiBHS IMIIOPTY, IUCITPOIIOPIIiS I[iH Ha
MPOZIOBOJIBYOMY PHUHKY, CIaOKMil IMIaTOCIIPOMOKHUIT MOMUT HACEJEHHs, CJia-
6OpO3BUHEHA CHCTEMa aHaJli3y, OMIHKU i TPOrHO3YBaHHS JUHAMIKUA PO3BHUTKY
arporpoI0BOJILYOTO PUHKY. JIJIsT TTiIBUIIIEHHST PiBHSI ITPOIOBOJIBYOT GE31EKH Kpa-
iHu HEOOXIIHOI YMOBOIO € Jlep;KaBHa MOJITHKA, 31aTHa 3a0e3medyBaTh cTabiib-
HUI PO3BUTOK BITYU3HSAHOTO arpolpOMUCJIOBOTO KOMILJIEKCY Ha TJi PU3UKIB i
3arpos.

BusHaueHo TOJIOBHI PU3KKH, 1[0 3arPOXKYIOTH CTaHy MPOIOBOJIBYOI OE3MeKH
YKpainu B HaiiOJIMsK4ill IepCIeKTHBI, a came: 301/IbIIeHHS YaCTKH IIOCIBHUX T1JTOII
IiJT TeXHIYHI KYJBTYPH, 110 BeJle 10 3MEHIIEeHHS YaCTKU MTOCIBHUX TIJIOTIL ITi/T TTPO-
JIOBOJIBbY1 KyJIBTYPH; BiICYTHICTb aHAJIOTIB IMITOPTHOTO YCTAaTKYBAHHS 1, IK HACJIi-
JIOK, 3HUKEHHS TeMITiB MOJIepHi3allil psajy rajayseil arporrpoMMUCIOBOTO KOMILIEK-
Cy; HEJIOCTaTHSI PO3BUHEHICTb iH(MPACTPYKTypH TPAHCIIOPTYBAHHS, PyXy TOBapy
i 36epiraHHs XapyoBOi MPOAYKIIii; MAKPOEKOHOMIUHI YMHHUKU 1 KOJMBAHHS Ba-
JIFOTHOTO KYPCY; 3DOCTAHHSI I[iH Ha MaTepiabHO-TEXHIUHI 3ac00U Ta EHEPropecyp-
CM; €Ii300TUYHI PUSUKH, BUSIB IKUX HAWOL/IbII IMOBIPHWIT B pa3i BAHUKHEHHS Ta
MONITMPEHHST B KPaiHi 0cepesikiB 0cOOIMBO HeOE3MeYHNX 1 KapaHTHHHUX XBOPOO
TBapuH, NIOB’3aHUX y TOMY YHUCJi 3 IMIIOPTOBAaHUMU TBapUHAMU — IIE€PEHOCHU-
Kamu 30yIHUKIB XBOPOO ab0 3 nepeMilieHHsM 30yIHIKIB XBOPO6 3 TepUTOpii Cy-
MIKHUX JIePsKaB.

3pobJieHO BUCHOBOK, 110 3abe31eYeHHs TPO0BOIbYO0i Ge3eKr — 1€ MOBHE
camoszabesriedents1, abo TATPUMAHHS KPUTUYHOTO MiHIMyMy PiBHSI BUPOOHU-
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1TBa. BustBiieHi pusuku mpo10BoJibuoi Gesnexn GopMyroTh 3arpo3u, 31aTHi Ipu-
3BECTH JI0 HEJIOTPUMAHHS IPDAaHMYHUX KPHUTEPIiB MPOAOBOJIBYOI Oesnexu. st
3abe3revyerHst CTIMKOCTI €KOHOMIYHOTO PO3BHUTKY TOTPiOHA peastisallisi 3aX0/1iB
JIEPsKaBHOTO PEryJIIOBaHHS, CIIPSIMOBAHUX Ha cTab1Ii3allio Ta MiATPUMKY ITPOIO-
BOJIbYOI GE31eKH KpaiHu.

KouoBi ciioa: Gesrieka, 3aX0/1 JepKaBHOTO PEryIioBaHHsI, KPH3a, PO/I0-
BOJIbYa Oe3IieKa, UK.

VCCJEJOBAHUE ITPO/IOBOJIbCTBEHHOM BE3OIMACHOCTU
CTPAHbBI B YCJIOBUAX KPU3NCA

AnHoranus. VcciemoBanbl MPOJIOBOILCTBEHHBIE GE30MACHOCTH CTPaHbl B
ycnoBusix kpusnca. K OCHOBHBIM yTpo3aM MPOIOBOJIBCTBEHHOM (€30MacHOCTH
YKkpauHbl MOKHO OTHECTH HOJIUTHYECKHE YTPO3bl, IIPEBbINIEHNHE I[TOPOrOBOTO
YPOBHSI UMITOPTA, JAUCIIPOTIOPIHSI TI€H Ha MPOJOBOJILCTBEHHOM PbIHKE, CIabbIil
IIATEKECTTOCOOHBII CITPOC HAceIeH s], CTabopa3BUTast CHCTEMA aHAJIN3a, OTIEHKH
Y TIPOTHO3MPOBAHMS IMHAMUKHI PAa3BUTHUS arpOIIPOIOBOJILCTBEHHOTO pbiHKa. /711
MOBBIIIEHUST YPOBHST TIPOIOBOJIBCTBEHHOI G€301aCHOCTH CTPAHbl HEOGXOAMMBIM
YCJIOBHEM SIBJISIETCSI TOCY/IAPCTBEHHAS MOJIUTHKA, CTOCOOHast obecriednBaTh CTa-
OUJIbHOE Pa3BUTHE OTEYECTBEHHOTO arpoOTPOMBIINIEHHOTO0 KOMILIeKca Ha (one
PHUCKOB U yTPO3.

OripesiesieHbl OCHOBHBIE PUCKH, YTPOXKAIONME COCTOSHUS IPO/IOBOJILCTBEH-
HOIT 6€30MacHOCTH YKpanuHbI B OJIVIKAMIIEN epCIeKTHBE, 8 UMEHHO: YBETNYeHIe
JIOJIN TIOCEBHBIX TJIOIIAJIei M0/ TeXHUYeCKUe KyJIbTYPbl, UTO BeJleT K yMeHbllle-
HUIO JI0JIA TTOCEBHBIX IIJTONIA/IeH 1101 TPOI0BOIbCTBEHHbIE KYJIBTYPbI; OTCYTCTBHE
AHAJIOTOB UMITIOPTHOTO OOOPYIOBAHUS ¥, KaK CJIEACTBUE, CHUKEHIE TEMIIOB MO-
JIepHU3AIMU Psjla oTpacyell arpolpPOMBIIIJIEHHOTO KOMILJIEKCa; Hell0CTaTOuyHas
PasBUTOCTb UH(PPACTPYKTYPBI TPAHCIIOPTUPOBKHU, TOBAPO/BUKEHUS U XPaHEHUS
UIIIEBON TIPOLYKIINHT; MAaKPOIKOHOMUYECKHE (haKTOPBI U KOJIeOAHUsT BATIOTHOTO
KypCa; POCT 1leH Ha MaTepuaIbHO-TEXHUYECKUE CPE/ICTBA U 9HEPropecypChl; 3111 -
300TUYECKIE PUCKH, TPOSIBIIEHIE KOTOPHIX HanboJiee BEPOSITHO B CITyYae BO3HUK-
HOBEHUS W PACIIPOCTPAHEHUSI B CTPaHe 04aroB 0COO0 OIMACHBIX U KapaHTUHHBIX
GoJie3HEl KMBOTHBIX, CBSI3AHHBIX B TOM YKCJI€ ¢ IMIOPTUPOBAHHBIMU KIBOTHBI-
M — [IepeHOCYKaMuU Bo30yiuTesell 6oe3Heit ni ¢ mepeMerenneM Bo30oyaure-
Jieit 6oJIe3HEl € TEPPUTOPHU COITPEIETBHBIX TOCY/IAPCTB.

Crestan BbIBOJI, 4TO obeciiedeHre MPOA0BOIBCTBEHHON GE30IIacHOCTH — 3TO
TPESK/IE BCETO MOJTHOE CaMO00eCTIeueH e, HITH MOJIEPKAHUSA KPUTHIECKOTO MIHU-
MyMa YPOBHSI TIPOU3BOJICTBA. BbIsIBIIEHHBIE PUCKHU MTPOIOBOJILCTBEHHOIT Ge3omac-
HOCTH (DOPMUPYIOT YTPO3bI, CIOCOOHbIE MTPUBECTH K HECOOIOEHIIO TTOPOTOBBIX
KPHUTEPHEB MTPOIOBOJIbCTBEHHOI Oe30macHocTH. JIJist obecriedeHus yCTOIMBOCTH
9KOHOMMYECKOTO Pa3BUTHS HY’KHA peajusaliisl Mep ToCyIapcTBEHHOIO peryJim-
pOBaHUs, HAITPABJIEHHBIX HAa CTAOUIIM3AIUIO U MOJIEPKKY MPOAOBOIBCTBEHHON
6€30aCHOCTH CTPAHbI.

KmoueBbie cioBa: 6e3011aCHOCTb, MEPHI TOCYAAPCTBEHHOTO PETYIMPOBAHMS,
KPH3HC, TIPOJOBOILCTBEHHAsT GE3011aCHOCTD, PUCKH.
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Thesis statement. Ensuring Ukrai-
ne’s food security is an essential com-
ponent of national security, a factor in
maintaining its statehood and sove-
reignty, a key component of demo-
graphic policy. The strategic goal of
food security is to provide the coun-
try’s population with safe products. The
guarantee of achieving this goal is the
stability of domestic production, as well
as the availability of necessary reserves
and stocks. Implementation of measures
related to ensuring food security of the
country is associated with certain risks,
which can significantly weaken it.

Analysis of recent research. A
large number of works by domestic
scientists, in particular O. G. Bilorus,
V. 1. Vlasov, P. T. Sabluk and others, are
devoted to the study of food security
problems of various hierarchical ranks,
as well as the principles, factors, and
threats of its formation. However, it
can be argued that this issue requires
additional scientific research, which
led to the choice of the topic of the sci-
entific article.

Objective. The purpose of the arti-
cle is to study the country’s food secu-
rity in the context of the crisis and to
identify the main risks that threaten
Ukraine’s food security in the near fu-
ture.

Results. The food security problem
always occupies a leading place in the
overall national security of each coun-
try, as it is a prerequisite for the social
and economic stability of the state.

Problems of food security have
fallen into the field of view of repre-
sentatives of the national economic
science relatively recently. A factor in
the emergence and constant increase
of attention to these problems is the
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transformational crisis of the Ukrai-
nian economy, which covered all spheres
and became a significant obstacle to en-
suring sustainable development of the
economy and society. The first report
on the state of food security in Ukraine
was disclosed in 2007, when there was
a threat of shortage of fish products,
fruits, oils and other products. Accord-
ing to the methodology for determin-
ing food safety indicators, the situation
is considered normal when the share
of imported products does not exceed
30 %.

Satisfaction of the population’s
needs for food, within its purchasing
power, in 2017, as in fact during all
years of Ukraine’s independence, was
ensured, mainly due to domestic pro-
duction.

At the same time, in three food
groups, the share of imports traditio-
nally exceeds the 30 % benchmark for
this indicator. The highest level of im-
port dependence — almost 75 % — was
noted for the group “fish and fish pro-
ducts”, since 90 % of imported delive-
ries belong to fish species that are ex-
clusively extracted in the waters of the
marine economic zones of other states,
due to the peculiarities of their biologi-
cal cycle [3] .

Exceeding the limit criterion for the
group “vegetable o0il” is due to the im-
port of tropical oils (palm and coconut
oil occupy more than 90 % of imports),
which are in active demand from do-
mestic producers of food industry.

The import dependence on the
group “fruits and berries” is related to
the import of significant volumes of ex-
otic fruits, cultivation of which is not
characteristic of Ukraine (bananas, cit-
rus fruits, kiwi, etc.).




The problem is also that many do-
mestic food products are made from im-
ported raw materials. Often, real import
volumes are hidden, “gray” imports are
not taken into account, so it is difficult
to determine the objective situation
with the danger of a crisis. The share of
imported food is dangerously increas-
ing. Ukraine’s accession to the WTO
increased the share of food imports.

Among the main risks that threaten
the food security of our country in the
near future, one can distinguish the fol-
lowing:

* an increase in the share of cultiva-
ted areas for technical crops, which
leads to a decrease in the share of culti-
vated areas for food crops;

* the absence of analogues of im-
ported equipment and, consequently,
the reduction of the pace of moderni-
zation of a number of branches of the
agro-industrial complex;

* insufficient development of the
infrastructure of transportation, cir-
culation of goods and storage of food
products;

 macroeconomic factors and fluc-
tuations of the exchange rate;

* rising prices for material and tech-
nical means and energy resources;

* epizootic risks, the manifestation
of which is most likely to occur in the
event of the emergence and spread in
the country of particularly dangerous
and quarantine diseases of animals, in-
cluding those with imported animals —
carriers of pathogens or the movement
of pathogens from the territory of adja-
cent states.

Insufficient budget financing of an-
tiepizootic measures in order to pro-
vide means for specific prevention and
diagnosis of animal diseases negatively

affects the state of livestock, the epide-
miological situation in the country, as
well as the possibility of ensuring the
protection of the population from ge-
neral animal and human diseases.

Against the availability of the above-
mentioned risks, food security threats
are created, leading to non-compliance
with the food safety margin criteria. To
ensure the sustainability of economic
development, implementation of state
regulation measures is required.

The socio-economic policy con-
ducted by the state in the field of en-
suring economic security of the country
should take into account the risks and
threats that may adversely affect food
security.

The main threats to Ukraine’s food
security include political threats, ex-
cessive import thresholds, food price
disparities, poor solvent demand of the
population, underdeveloped system for
analyzing, assessing and forecasting the
dynamics of the agro-food market.

To increase the level of food security
of the country, state policy is a prereq-
uisite, which can ensure the stable de-
velopment of the domestic agro-indus-
trial complex against the background of
risks and threats.

The current macroeconomic situa-
tion raises the issue of food security as a
priority. Factors for ensuring food inde-
pendence and the policy of import sub-
stitution of the main categories of food
were exacerbated by the political situa-
tion in our country. The question of the
possibility of ensuring food sovereignty
has been actively considered over the
past few years [1].

Addressing food security and nutri-
tion issues requires food availability, its
accessibility, adequacy and quality, and
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improved diet. Proper and balanced nu-
trition promotes human development;
it helps a person to fully fulfil his or her
potential and make use of opportunities
for development. It should be noted
that effective governance, political sta-
bility and the rule of law, as well as the
absence of conflicts and civil unrest,
contribute to all these aspects of food
security.

In the field of sustainable develop-
ment of agricultural areas, great atten-
tion should be paid to such directions
as public financial support for social
programs in rural settlements, the ana-
lysis and assessment of unemployment
and the level of real incomes of rural
population [2].

In the foreign economic field, un-
der the conditions of growing imports
of agricultural products, raw materials
and foodstuffs, as well as the gradual
decrease of the dependence of the agro-
industrial complex on the import of ma-
chinery, equipment and other resources,
state policy should ensure the active use
of protective measures and the effective
functioning of the system of veterinary,
sanitary and phyto-sanitary control
respectively to international rules and
standards, thus, foreign-economic poli-
cy should be conducted with the obser-
vance of criteria of food security.

In order to ensure the safety of food
products, monitoring of conformity of
products (including imported ones)
with the requirements of Ukrainian
legislation at all stages of the circula-
tion of goods is required.

In the area of economic availability
of food (in particular, its increase for all
groups of the population), special at-
tention must be paid to measures aimed
primarily at reducing poverty, provid-

92

ing priority support to the most needy
walks of the population.

In order to ensure the physical
availability of food, it is expedient to
effectively use mechanisms to support
regions that do not produce enough
food or find themselves in extreme situ-
ations.

In order to improve the quality of
products, the system of control and
safety of food products throughout the
circulation of goods, measures should
be taken to create a modern organi-
zational structure for controlling the
quality and safety of food raw materials
and food products, as well as the instru-
mental and methodological basis [2].

The joint work of all government
bodies is necessary to ensure the coun-
try’s food security.

Much attention needs to be paid to
the issues of the creation of effective
mechanisms for ensuring food security.
These mechanisms should be consi-
dered as part of the analysis, assessment
and forecast of socio-economic deve-
lopment of the state.

The role of providing food pro-
ducts to the population is in support of
the stability of the social and economic
fields and determines the importance of
the food security issue.

Currently, our country is in a situ-
ation of economic instability, which
leads to higher prices and a reduction in
incomes of the population. The forced
redirection of consumers to food pro-
ducts, which are cheaper and less nutri-
tious, leads to negative consequences
for the working capacity and health of
people.

One of the most important indica-
tors of the level of economic develop-
ment of the country is the nutrition




level of the population. Providing the
population with food serves as the most
important one that defines the parame-
ters of the level of social life of the state,
the state structure and the viability of
the economic structure.

Lack of food, as a rule, arises be-
cause of wars, economic crises, natural
disasters, etc. In connection with this,
there is a problem of providing food for
both an individual and for the state.
Food and ecological safety are closely
interrelated, as agricultural activity
significantly influences the deterio-
ration of environmental safety in the
world. This negative tendency on the
one hand prevents the growth of pro-
duction as a raw material for food, and
on the other leads to the production of
products contaminated with various
toxic substances.

Currently, the most acute problem
in our country is the low competitive-
ness of agriculture.

Globalization, which seeks to mar-
ket with equal opportunities for all,
with total resources, is currently show-
ing its failure. The problem of WTO
countries negotiations on agriculture
was a conflict in which the US farmers
sharply reduced the cost of agricultural
products, receiving a subsidy of about
120 billion USD from the Government,
thereby forcing foreign agricultural
producers to close their production
because of low profitability and the
impossibility of competition with the
Americans [3].

The state economic policy on food
security can be divided into the follow-
ing fields:

— a quick and adequate response to
the external and internal threats to the
stability of the food market, provision

of the population with the necessary
food products;

— support and development of the
domestic agro-industrial complex;

— effective international coopera-
tion in the field of food security.

As a rule, food security is considered
using a variety of indicators and crite-
ria. An example of such parameters is
the degree of food dependence of the
country on imported products, that is,
self-sufficiency in food, economic and
physical availability of food products
for the population, etc.

It is necessary to create favourable
conditions by the state for small and
medium business entrepreneurs in con-
nection with the emergence of a large
number of external economic threats.
First of all, at the expense of low, but
better, zero, bank credit rates for se-
veral years, the creation of zones of pro-
active development and free economic
zones, with the creation of preferential
tax conditions favourable for the inflow
of investments.

The above measures will contribute
to solving the problem of import sub-
stitution of food products for goods of
domestic producers. Solving the food
security problems in Ukraine requires
the adoption of a package of measures.
Firstly, a modification of the system of
socio-economic planning is required.
This requires the implementation of
systemic interconnected actions in dif-
ferent fields. Secondly, in order to use
own agricultural machinery and mo-
dern equipment, development of the do-
mestic industrial complex is necessary.
Thirdly, state aid to agricultural pro-
ducers, the imposition of a ban on non-
targeted use of agricultural land, as well
as assistance in their development, in-
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cluding through the involvement of pri-
vate farmers. Fourthly, it is necessary to
reduce tariffs for fuel and energy, as well
as to modernize power plants. Fifth, it is
advisable to create state-owned trading
enterprises with a market share of 5—
10 %. This measure will allow the use of
market mechanisms to control retailers.
Sixth, it is recommended that measures
be taken to revive the training system
in the field of trade [2].

Providing financial and economic
stability of agriculture is also no less
important. To solve this problem, con-
tinuous analysis and evaluation of the
price relationship between the agri-
cultural sector and other sectors of
the economy is required, in addition
to reacting promptly to foreign policy
changes to take timely measures to en-
sure the profitability of production of
milk, meat, grain crops, sugar and other
food products that are vital.

Conclusion. Thus, ensuring food se-
curity is first and foremost a complete
self-sufficiency, or maintenance of a
critical minimum level of production.
The identified food security risks create
threats that can lead to non-compliance
with the food safety margin. To ensure
the sustainability of economic develop-
ment, implementation of state regula-
tion measures aimed at stabilizing and
maintaining food security of the coun-
try is necessary.
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