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STEP AT NATO MEETING

Abstract. The article notes that the Russian occupation of the Crimea, the de-
stabilization of eastern Ukraine and the provocations that Russia arranges in the
airspace of the EU member states, undermined the security system established af-
ter the Cold War. There is a threat of military attack and occupation of Europe. At
the same time, armed smugglers are transporting a large number of illegal migrants
across the Mediterranean Sea and jihadists are constantly committing new terror-
ist attacks. It is proved that in Europe only the Ukrainian army has experience in
conducting military operations with Russian troops, so it may be useful for a new
defense association. Therefore, the political and military leadership of the country
would benefit from proposing a military partnership for defense cooperation with
EU member states to the Permanent Structured Cooperation on Security and De-
fense (PESCO), as Georgia has already done.
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It has been characterized that, unlike the previous framework law, which was
mainly declarative and consisted of only 12 articles, the adopted Law “On Nation-
al Security of Ukraine” provides for a more precise regulation of the actions of the
Ukrainian state to counter external and internal aggression. Determined exhaus-
tive list and competence of state authorities and military formations responsible
for this. These bodies form the security and defense sector.

In addition, the law was conceived as a framework, therefore, to realize the full
potential of the law, work on other bills is required that will clarify and develop the
ideas of the law on national security. To do this, you must adopt or amend the six
laws. This is a new law on the SBU, the law on the creation of a committee of the
Verkhovna Rada to control the SBU and intelligence agencies, the law on intel-
ligence activities, the law on transparency of procurement in the field of security
and defense, and amendments to the law on state secrets.

Keywords: national security, state administration, President of Ukraine, Se-
curity Service of Ukraine, Permanent structured cooperation on security and de-
fense issues.

KPOK HA3YCTPIY HATO

Axoranisi. 3a3HaveHo, 110 pociiichbka okymaiis Kpumy, mecrabimisartis cxiz-
HOI YKpainu i npoBoxaiiii, siki Pocist BjaimToBy€ B IOBITPSTHOMY ITPOCTOPI KpaiH —
yuacuutb €C, migipBanu cucremMy Oe3mekn, BCTaHOBJIEHY Micsist XOJIOHOT BiTHU.
IcHye 3arposa BilicbKoBOI aTaku i okymariii Tepuropii €sporu. Bogrouac 036po-
€HI KOHTPaOaHMCTH TIEPENPABIISIOTh BEJIMKY KiJIbKICTh HeJIeraJbHIX MirPaHTiB
yepe3 Cepe/i3eMHe MOpe 1 JUKUXAJAUCTH TIOCTIMHO 3/1ICHIOITL HOBI TepakTu. /{o-
BeJIEHO, 110 B €BPOITi Jiniie yKpaiHChKa apMisi Ma€ J0CBIJl Be/leHHsT GOMOBUX Iiil 3
POCIICHKUMHE BifiCbKaMH, TOMY BOHA MOKe OyTH KOPUCHOTO JIJisT HOBOTO 000OPOH-
Horo o6’eqHanHs. ToXK TMOTITUYHE Ta BiiCbKOBE KEPIBHUI[TBO KpalHH OTPUMAJIO
6 KOpUCTh 3armporoHyBaBIiiu [ToCTIHHOMY CTPYKTYPOBAHOMY CITIBPOOITHHIITBY 3
nutanb Oe3nexu ta oboporu (PESCO) BiiicbkoBe TApTHEPCTBO /IS CITIBIIPAIli ¥
cdepi ob6oponu 3 kpainamu — uieHamu €C, sk 1ie Bike 3pobua [pysis.

CxapakTepn30oBaHO, IO HA BiJIMiHY BiJl TOTIEPEIHBOTO PAMKOBOTO 3aKOHY,
SKUI HOCUB TIEPEBAKHO JIEKJIAPATUBHUN XapakTep 1 ckaagaBcd e 3 12 cra-
Teit, yxBajieHnil 3akoH Ykpainu “IIpo HamionanbHy Gesmneky Ykpainu” 3abesre-
aye OiTbIT YiTKe PeTyIIOBaHHS il YKPaiHCHKOI AeP:KaBU 3 MTPOTH/IIT 30BHIITHI
1 BHYTPIIIHI# arpecii. BusHaueHO BUYepIHUI TIepesiiK Ta KOMIIETEHI[ 0 JepsKaB-
HUX OPTaHiB Ta BilichKOBUX (hOPMYBaHb, IKi 3a 11e BianoBigaabHi. [1i oprarm dhop-
MYIOTH CEKTOP Ge31eKn i 000POHN.

Kpim TOrO, 3aKOH 3aMUCJIIOBABCS K PAMKOBHUIA, TOMY JIJIsl peajisailii BCboro
MOTEHITiATy 3aKOHY MOTPiOHA POOOTA HAJl IHIIIMMU 3aKOHOITPOEKTAMU, sIKi OY/IyTh
YTOYHIOBATH i PO3BUBATH ijiel 3aKOHY TIPO Hardesneku. /[Jist iboro HeoOXiHO TIPH-
fiHaT a60 BHECTH 3MiHM B 1IicTb 3aKoHIB. MeThest mpo HOBi 3akonu: po CBY;
11po cTBopeHHd KoMiteTy BPY s korTposo Hag CBY i opranamu po3siziku; mpo
PO3BilyBaJIbHY [ISLTBHICTE; TIPO TPO30PICTD 3aKyTiBesb B cdepi Oe3mexu i 000po-
HU; i BHECEHHST 3MiH JI0 3aKOHY IO JIEPKABHY TAEMHMUITIO.
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KmouoBi cioBa: HaifionasibHa Gesrneka, JepskaBHe yrpasiiHus, [IpesumgeHT
Yipainn, Ciyx6a Besnexkn Ykpainu, IlocriiiHe cTpykTypoBaHe criBpoOiTHM-
IITBO 3 TUTaHb Oe3MEeKN Ta 000POHTL.

ITAT HABCTPEYY HATO

AnHoranusa. OTMedeHo, 4To poccuiickast okKynarust Kpbima, rectabusmsanus
BOCTOYHOI YKpauHbI U ITPOBOKAINK, KOTopble Poccus ycTpanBaeT B BO3/yIITHOM
npoctpaHcTBe crpad — ydacthuil EC, B3opBasiu cucteMy 6Ge30MacHOCTH, yCTa-
HOBJIEHHYIO TTocJie X0J10/1HOH BOiHbL. CylllecTByeT yrpo3a BOEHHOH aTaku U OK-
Kynaruu tepputopur EBporibl. B To ke BpeMsi BOOpY:KeHHbIe KOHTPAGAH IMCTHI
IEPENPABIISIOT GOJIBIIIOE KOJTMYECTBO HeJIeraTbHbIX MUTPAHTOB uepe3 CpenuseM-
HOe MOope U [KUXAJMCThI TTOCTOSTHHO COBEPIIAIOT HOBBIE TepaKThl. JlokazaHo, yTo
B EBporie TOIbKO yKpanHCKast apMust IMEET OIBIT BeJeHMsT OOEBBIX JIEHCTBUI C
POCCHIICKUME BOIICKaMH, TIO9TOMY OHA MOKET OBITh MOJIE3HOM /1T HOBOTO 060-
porHoro o6beanHeHus. [109TOMY HOJUTHYECKOE U BOEHHOE PYKOBOJICTBO CTPAHBI
HOJTYYHIIO GBI TIOJIB3Y TIPEVIOKUB [TOCTOSTHHOMY CTPYKTYPUPOBAHHOM COTPY/IHU-
4ecTBY 110 Borpocam OezomacHoctu 1 o6oporbl (PESCO) BoeHHOE MapTHEPCTBO
IS cOTpyIHNYecTBa B chepe 060poHbI co cTpaHamu — uieHamu EC, Kak 910 yke
caenana [pysusi.

OxapakTepr30BaHbl, YTO B OTJIMYKE OT IPEABIAYIIEr0 PAMOYHOIO 3aKOHA, KO-
TOPBII HOCUJI TIPEUMYIIECTBEHHO JIeKJapaTUBHbBIN XapaKTep U COCTOSJ BCETO U3
12 crareii, npuHaT 3akoH Ykpautbl “O HallMOHAIBHOI 6€301IaCHOCTH YKPanHbl”
obGecrieurBaeT GoJiee YETKOE PEryInpoBaHue AEHCTBIIT YKPaHHCKOTO TOCYIapCT-
Ba 110 NIPOTUBO/IEHCTBUIO BHeITHeH 1 BHYTpeHHel arpeccun. Onpenesien ucuep-
IBIBAIOIUI TTepedyeHb M KOMIETEeHIIMIO TOCy/IapCTBEHHBIX OPraHOB M BOMHCKUX
(hopmupoBaHuii, KOTOPBIE 32 3TO OTBETCTBEHHBL. DTU OPraHbl (GOPMUPYIOT CEKTOP
6e301macHOCTH U 0O0POHBI.

Kpome Toro, 3akOH 3aJyMbIBaJICsl KaK PAMOYHBIH, [T03TOMY /IS peau3aiuu
BCETo MOTEHIIMAA 3aKOHA HY:KHA paboTa Hajl APYTUMU 3aKOHOITPOEKTAMH, KOTO-
pbie Oy/IyT yTOUHSTH ¥ Pa3BUBATh Ul 3aKOHA 0 Hallbe30macHoCTH. J[Jist aToro He-
06XO/IIMO MTPUHSTH VJIM BHECTU U3MEHEHUSI B 1IIeCTh 3aKOHOB. Peub nietT 0 HOBbIX
3akoHax: 0 CbY; o coznanum komutera BPY myis kontposig vag CbY n opranamum
pasBe/IKK; O pa3Be/[bIBATeJIbHOM eI TeJIbHOCTH; O TPO3PAYHOCTH 3aKYIIOK B chepe
6e30macHOCTH U 00OPOHBI; M BHECEHUE M3MEHEHUT B 3aKOH O TOCYIapCTBEHHOI
TaiiHe.

KmoueBbie ciaoBa: HaimoHaibHast G€30MACHOCTH, TOCY/aPCTBEHHOE YIPaB-
nenue, Ilpesugent Yipaunbl, Ciyxba OGe3omactocti Ykpaunbl, [loctostHHOE
CTPYKTYPUPOBAHHOE COTPYHUIECTBO TI0 BOITPOCAM GE301aCHOCTH 1 0GOPOHBI.

Thesis statement. The war in eas- led the state authorities to reform the
tern Ukraine and the occupation of part ~ defence sector. Without an updated
of its territory, which began in 2014, legislative framework, it is impossible.
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It is quite logical and natural that the
law on national security, written during
a real war and with the help of foreign
advisers, will be different from the laws
on the same security and defence of the
country in the early 2000s (although
the old ones were simply rewritten from
the previous laws of 90s).

On April 5, 2018, the Verkhovna
Rada adopted in the first reading the
presidential bill Ne 8068 “On National
Security of Ukraine”. On June 19, the
Committee of the Verkhovna Rada of
Ukraine on National Security and De-
fence recommended the parliament to
adopt the bill as a whole. A total of 427
amendments were submitted to the bill,
311 of which the committee rejected.

On June 21, the Verkhovna Rada
adopted the Law “On National Secu-
rity of Ukraine” (Ne 8068), 248 depu-
ties voted for this decision. The law
defines the principles of state policy in
the areas of national security and de-
fence. Among the fundamental national
interests of Ukraine are the following:
Ukraine’s integration into the Euro-
pean political, economic, security legal
space; acquiring membership in the Eu-
ropean Union and in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization; the development
of equal, mutually beneficial relations
with other states. According to its cre-
ators, the document introduces novel-
ties that bring Ukraine closer to NATO
standards.

During a speech on the occasion of
the Constitution Day (June 28, 2018),
the President of Ukraine P. Poroshenko
said that in the near future he would
initiate amendments to the Ukrainian
Constitution, which should consolidate
Ukraine’s aspirations for membership
in the EU and NATO. According to the

president, “European and Euro-Atlan-
tic integration clearly correspond to
the national interests of Ukraine”, and
they are supported by the majority of
Ukrainian citizens [1].

Analysis of recent research. In re-
cent periodical and scientific literature,
alarge number of publications appeared
on Ukraine’s accession to NATO. We
have previously provided a thorough
analysis of the history of Ukraine-
NATO relations and the reform of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine in accordance
with NATO standards [2, 3]. In the
periodicals, the interesting results of
the population survey concerning the
accession to NATO are presented [4].
But until now there is no professional
analysis of the new law “On National
Security of Ukraine” on the restructur-
ing of the Ukrainian army and novel-
ties that bring Ukraine closer to NATO
standards.

The objective of the study is to
give a brief description of the new
Permanent Structured Cooperation
(PESCO) program in the field of de-
fence of the EU member states and the
possibilities of Ukraine’s military part-
nership for defence cooperation with
the EU member states; to characterize
the competitiveness of the Ukrainian
Armed Forces in Europe and in the
world; to give a brief analysis of the new
law “On National Security of Ukraine”
which opens new opportunities for
closer cooperation with NATO.

Results. Bloody conflicts on the
border with the EU made the security
problem a weakness in the European in-
tegration project. According to experts,
the reason for such a situation is the
reduction of EU spending on the army.
In addition, there is no unity and trust
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between the participating countries,
they assess the risks differently. All this
creates obstacles in building a single se-
curity strategy.

Therefore, the EU decided to take
resolute, specific steps and improve
the military cooperation apparatus by
establishing by 2025 a full-fledged de-
fence alliance that will exist in parallel
with NATO. Of course, one of the rea-
sons for the creation of the EU defence
initiative was the unpredictable secu-
rity policy of the new US president, the
fear that the United States would aban-
don its commitments to NATO, and the
desire for greater EU autonomy in Eu-
ropean security matters.

In early December 2017, the EU
Council decided to launch the Perma-
nent Structured Cooperation program
(PESCO) — permanent structured co-
operation of the EU member states in
the Defence Field. The program will
allow jointly to withstand military
threats from Russia and to strengthen
the defence capability of the Europe-
an Union. In general, 25 of the 28 EU
members joined the new defence alli-
ance.

Today, PESCO employs 17 projects
on military training and combat capa-
bilities development, crisis response,
troop-contributing, maritime security
and response to cyber-threats. The offi-
cial list of cooperation types, which in-
cludes 50 security and defence projects.
In addition, the member states of the
new EU defence initiative undertook a
number of commitments, one of which
is an increase in defence budgets. US
President Donald Trump also insisted
that NATO nations increase their de-
fence spending to 2 % of GDP. Over
the past four years, the armed forces of

Ukraine have not only reborn, but have
become one of the most effective armies
in Europe [5].

The rating of Global Firepower has
published the latest results of its re-
search, according to which in 2018 the
military forces of Ukraine took 29t
place among the strongest armies of the
world, rising one position in compari-
son with the last year. The GFP rating
is considered one of the most famous
in the world. It is comprised of specia-
lists from the oldest British St. Andrew
University (St. Andrews University),
founded in the early 1410s in Scotland
to study information on the armed for-
ces of different countries.

This year, experts analysed the
armies of 136 states, using for this
more than 50 factors reflecting the de-
velopment of economy, industry, the
availability of labour force, natural re-
sources, diversity of armed forces. Nu-
clear-weapon states or NATO members
received bonus scores.

In the past few years, the United
States, Russia and China made the top
three leaders. India is ranked fourth.
With regard to Ukraine, our neighbours
in the rating are the Czech Republic
(30™) and Greece (28™). According to
GFP, 182,000 people are serving in the
Ukrainian army (the Defence Minis-
try announced about 250,000), and the
Ukrainian defence budget was almost
4,9 USD. However, as you know, the
defence budget of Ukraine includes
expenditures on the maintenance of all
security forces, and not just the armed
forces.

In previous years, Ukraine has taken
higher positions in GFP. For example,
in 2014 we were in the 21% place, and in
2015 — in the 25 place. The reason for
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this was the sharp decrease in the num-
ber of tanks and aircraft. So in 2014,
according to GFP, we had 4112 tanks
and 400 military aircraft, and in 2015 —
already 2809 and 222 respectively. Such
a decrease can be explained by active
military actions in the Donbass. How-
ever, higher positions in comparison
with 2018 do not mean that the Ukrai-
nian army was better four years ago.

But with the help of such ratings it
is impossible to objectively assess the
true capabilities of the military forces.
The true assessment can only be a com-
bat experience. And in this respect, the
AFU is the only European army that
has experience of confrontation with
one of the strongest armies in the world
[6].

According to the authoritative “Rat-
ing of Military Power” according to the
version of Global Firepower, today the
armed forces of Ukraine are the 8th
largest army in Europe. The first place
in the ranking of the strongest armies of
Europe is still held by France, the army
of the United Kingdom occupies the
second position.

The index is determined on the ba-
sis of 55 factors, including quantita-
tive and qualitative indicators of the
personal component and army, level of
financing, military reserve, population,
logistics, geographical position of the
country and even the availability of
natural resources. However, the main
criterion for this authoritative rating
is the human factor. Thus, according
to Global Firepower, today 44 million
people live in Ukraine [7].

By Decree Ne 21 of February 2,
2018, the President of Ukraine Petro
Poroshenko approved the decision of
the National Security and Defence
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Council of January 17, 2017 on the
introduction of the Law “On National
Security of Ukraine” to the Verkhovna
Rada [8]. The bill was developed in
close cooperation with experts from
NATO, the United States and the Eu-
ropean Union in order to harmonize
the Ukrainian legislative framework
with the standards of the North At-
lantic Alliance. The bill sets itself the
task of Ukraine’s membership in both
the European Union and the North At-
lantic Treaty, which should be an un-
conditional guarantee of the security,
sovereignty and territorial integrity of
the state. A few days before the adop-
tion of the law, June 15, 2018, the ad-
visers of the International Advisory
Group of NATO countries met with
representatives of the Verkhovna Rada
of Ukraine. At this meeting, the West-
ern partners pointed to amendments
that need to be put into the bill by June
22. Among these key requirements are
the transparency of financing of the
defence sector, the division of powers
between the Chief of the General Staff
and the Commander-in-Chief of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine (AFU). All
these key requirements were support-
ed by voting in the Verkhovna Rada.
On June 21, the Verkhovna Rada
adopted the Law “On National Secu-
rity of Ukraine” (Ne 8068) [9].

Unlike the previous framework law,
which was mainly declarative and con-
sisted of only 12 articles, the adopted
Law “On National Security of Ukraine”
provides for a more precise regulation
of the actions of the Ukrainian State
to counter external and internal ag-
gression. An exhaustive list and compe-
tence of state authorities and military
formations responsible for this are de-




termined. These bodies form the secu-
rity and defence sector.

The law contains five sections. Sec-
tion I defines the terms used in the Law.

Section II establishes legal princi-
ples of state policy in the field of nation-
al security and defence, fundamental
national interests of Ukraine, including
ensuring state sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity, integration of Ukraine
into the European political, economic,
legal space, membership in the Euro-
pean Union and in the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization.

The threats to the national security
of Ukraine and the relevant priorities of
the state policy in the fields of national
security and defence are defined in the
National Security Strategy of Ukraine,
the Strategy of military security of
Ukraine, the Strategy of cybersecurity
of Ukraine, other documents on na-
tional security and defence, which are
approved by the National Security and
Defence Council of Ukraine and are ap-
proved by Decrees of the President of
Ukraine.

Section IIT defines the principles and
mechanisms of civil democratic control,
powers to exercise such control of le-
gislative, executive and judicial power,
local self-government bodies and civil
society.

Section IV defines the composition
of the security and defence sector and
the legal status of the main bodies that
are part of it, as well as management
and coordination in the field of national
security.

According to the Law, the security
and defence sector of Ukraine consists
of four interconnected components: se-
curity forces; defence forces; defence in-
dustrial complex; citizens and public as-

sociations that voluntarily participate
in ensuring national security. Functions
and powers of the components of the
security and defence sector are deter-
mined by the legislation of Ukraine.

Section V regulates planning in the
field of national security and defence,
defines the basic documents of long-
term planning, in particular the Na-
tional Security Strategy of Ukraine,
the Strategy of Military Security of
Ukraine, the Strategy of Public Safety
and Civil Protection of Ukraine, the
Strategy of Development of the De-
fence Industry of Ukraine, the Stra-
tegy of Cybersecurity of Ukraine, the
National Intelligence Program, as well
as the procedure for their formation
and implementation in the documents
of the medium and short-term plan-
ning.

The rules of law, prepared in close
cooperation with experts from NATO
and the EU, determine not only the
rights but also the specific responsibili-
ties of the highest state bodies in the
field of national security management.
In particular, the terms and procedure
for the preparation of strategic docu-
ments, according to which the army,
the police and special services should
develop, shall be established. There are
clear requirements for their content.
The public will be able to control how
the declared intentions of the authori-
ties have been implemented.

The new law stipulates that the ex-
penditures for financing the security
and defence sector of Ukraine should
amount to at least 5 percent of GDP,
with at least 3 percent to finance the
defence forces.

The new law provides for the trans-
fer of great power into the hands of the
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president in a martial law. Also, the law
sets out a new system for ensuring the
national security and authority of each
of its subjects. As the law says, the divi-
sion of the security forces and defence
forces in Ukraine for the first time is
introduced. Security forces are mainly
law enforcement agencies, as well as
intelligence, whose purpose is to pro-
tect the national security of Ukraine.
This is the Ministry of Internal
Affairs and the SSU. Defence forces
are the Armed Forces of Ukraine,
the main task of which is the defence
of the state from external threats
(Article 1).

The leadership in the field of natio-
nal security is carried out by the presi-
dent, who is the supreme commander-
in-chief. He submits to the Verkhovna
Rada a statement on the declaration
of war and decides on the use of armed
forces in the event of military aggres-
sion against Ukraine.

In addition, the President announ-
ces the full or partial mobilization,
agrees upon a decision on the intro-
duction of a martial law in Ukraine or
in some of its areas in the event of a
threat of attack, a danger to state inde-
pendence. In particular, it clarifies the
powers of the President regarding the
strategic control of the National Guards
through the General Staff of the AFU
during the martial law.

Given the ongoing hostilities in
eastern Ukraine and the threat of ex-
panding aggression of Russia, it is dif-
ficult to overestimate the importance
of introducing NATO standards into
the military command structure. The
rules of the law replace inherited from
the USSR overly centralized command
line, which did not allow local com-

manders to respond in a timely manner
to changes in the situation, changing it
to the NATO model.

In accordance with the law, the con-
cept of a civilian defence minister is in-
troduced for the first time in Ukraine
(Article 15). His duty is the military-
political and administrative leadership
of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. Civi-
lians should also be deputy defence
ministers. Thus, the leaders of the min-
istry will be responsible only for re-
source management, military personnel
policy and comprehensive meeting the
needs of the Armed Forces.

In this case, the military leadership
of the Pan-Ukrainian Armed Forces is
the duty of the Commander-in-Chief
(Article 16), which is appointed by
the President of Ukraine at the re-
quest of the Minister of Defence. The
Commander-in-Chief leads the troops
through the Staff, commander of which
subordinates him.

Before that, all the responsibilities
for the preparation of the Ukrainian
Armed Forces and their application
were combined with one person - it was
the Chief of the General Staff (herein-
after — GS). Today, General of Ukraine
Viktor Muzhenko, the General Staff
and the command of the branches
of the troops are responsible for pre-
paring units of the Armed Forces, as
well as for planning and conducting
military operations.

The new law on national security
should facilitate the duties of the Chief
of the General Staff. It stipulates that
the chief of the GS and the comman-
ders of the branches of the forces will
be responsible only for the preparation
of the units of the Armed Forces on the
basis of the resources and personnel for
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which the Ministry of Defence is re-
sponsible.

The commander-in-chief, to whom
Joint Force Commander and Chief of
the Joint Operational Staff will be ac-
countable, will be responsible for plan-
ning and conducting operations based
on prepared units of the AFU to be
transferred to his command.

The responsibility for the training
of troops is assigned to the Comman-
ders of the branches of the troops
(Land, Air Force, and Navy), as well as
to the equal by the status Commander
of the Air Assault Force and the Com-
mander of the Special Operations For-
ces. Their powers regarding the choice
of military equipment and armaments
for subordinate commanders of troops,
ways of their training will increase.

Such a structure fully meets the
requirements of NATO and should
improve the management of troops in
Ukraine. If everything goes well, then
after 5 years Ukraine can apply for NA-
TO membership.

The second key requirement of the
Allies of Ukraine is the transparency of
the Ministry of Defence’s finances. The
law first introduces the concept of civi-
lian control over the country’s defence
budget. According to the law, citizens
can control finances both personally
through the Commissioner for Human
Rights and through public associations
(Article 10).

The law achieved the maximum
transparency of the defence budget,
which will be limited only by the Law
“On State Secrets”. In our country, the
defence budget is 160 billion UAH.
Of these, only one tenth part, about
16 billion, will be classified. This is a
state defence order, disclosure of this

information can put the country under
attack.

The state secret will be only infor-
mation with the corresponding stamp.
At the same time, the information
marked “for official use” and “for in-
ternal use” will become accessible to
citizens and journalists. Thus, citizens
of Ukraine will have the opportunity
to control the security and defence sec-
tor on the basis of the mechanisms and
practices that are in the NATO coun-
tries. But without amending the Law
on State Secrets (which is not provided
for in the Final and Transitional Pro-
visions of the Law), although the new
version broadens citizens’ access to
defence information, it does not solve
the problem.

In addition, the law also introduces
the notion of civilian control over the
security and defence sector. It gives
the Verkhovna Rada a large range of
security and defence sector control
instruments. A separate committee of
the Verkhovna Rada, which will be in
charge of the SSU and intelligence, will
be created. The composition and func-
tions of this Verkhovna Rada Commit-
tee will be more detailed in a special law
to be adopted in the next six months
after the entry into force of the law on
national security.

Also, the Verkhovna Rada rejected
the suggestion to consolidate in a new
basic law the creation of a special de-
fence and industrial complex (DIC)
responsible for the formation and main-
tenance of state defence and industrial
policy in the system of central executive
power. Nowadays, in accordance with
the current law of Ukraine, the state-
owned enterprise “Ukroboronprom”,
created in 2010, provides management
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of state-owned items in the defence
industry. At the same time under the
current conditions, according to the
military department, the private sec-
tor of the defence industry, which now
has more than 100 defence companies,
provides about 50 percent of the state
defence order.

A separate place in the security sec-
tor belongs to the National Guard. In
accordance with the law, the National
Guard is a military formation with law
enforcement functions (Article 18).
Among these functions are the provi-
sion of state security and protection of
the state border of Ukraine, the cessa-
tion of terrorist activities, the activities
of illegal militarized or armed groups,
organized crime groups and organiza-
tions.

In peacetime, the National Guard
together with the police and the SSU is
part of the security forces, and in war-
time it passes from the Security Forces
to the Defence Forces by a decree of the
President. During the war, the strate-
gic leadership of the National Guard is
exercised by the President of Ukraine
through the General Staff of the Armed
Forces of Ukraine. Such a revision of the
rule of law was voiced at the meeting of
deputies and international partners.

The Security Service of Ukraine is
envisioned to provide state security:
countering intelligence and subversion
activities against Ukraine; the fight
against terrorism; counter-intelligence
protection of state sovereignty, consti-
tutional order and territorial integrity,
defence and scientific and technical po-
tential, cybersecurity, economic and in-
formation security of the state, objects
of critical infrastructure; protection of
state secrets.
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The head of the SSU is appointed
and dismissed from office by the Verk-
hovna Rada at the request of the Presi-
dent of Ukraine. It was established that
the SSU is a state body of special pur-
pose with law enforcement functions,
which ensures the state security of
Ukraine. There were a lot of comments
from the deputies and public associa-
tions about the powers of the SSU. The
parliamentarians of certain fractions
demanded that this service be deprived
of its not inherent functions in the
sphere of economy and the fight against
corruption, since, in their words, these
powers already exist in the newly es-
tablished law enforcement agencies
(NABU, SAP, SIB), and the Security
Service now uses them for their own
selfish purposes. But the Verkhovna
Rada did not support these changes.

According to the law, the Office of
the State Protection of Ukraine is sub-
ordinated to the president and under
the parliament control. The head of the
OSP is appointed and dismissed from
office by the president. [10]

Conclusion and prospects for fur-
ther research. The adopted law will
allow the President of Ukraine more ef-
fectively represent the interests of our
state on the Brussels Summit of NATO
on July 11-13, 2018. Now it is possible
to ask questions not only about expand-
ing cooperation, but also about a new
format of cooperation such as the En-
hanced Opportunities Partnership.

NATO’s Brussels Summit has ac-
cepted declarative but rather impor-
tant decisions for Ukraine. They did
not invite Ukraine to the Enforcement
Partnership — France and the Nether-
lands opposed such a step, considering
it premature.




However, NATO countries recog-
nized the Ukrainian aspiration to be-
come a member of the bloc, and also re-
affirmed the decision of the Bucharest
summit decades ago on the open door
of the Alliance. Despite the fact that it
is not about any official status (which
gives a plan of action for membership in
NATO), this decision is also important.
In any case, for the last 4 years, the Al-
liance has been consistently, albeit not
rapidly, rapprochement with Ukraine.
And the prospect of such a rapproche-
ment can be seen on the example of
Georgia. The Alliance declared that the
Georgians are moving towards NATO
membership and will also receive an ac-
tion plan for membership in NATO.

With this, the new law can not be
accepted as the end of the process of
reforming the security and defence sec-
tor. Many of its key parts will enter into
force only in 2019 and 2021. For ex-
ample, a civilian defence minister will
appear in Ukraine next year, and the
division of powers in the General Staff
is postponed until 2021. But one way
or another, the law on national secu-
rity gives a start and a basis for further
work. This is definitely a big step in the
right direction, which makes us closer
to NATO.
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