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THE MILITARY COMPONENT IN PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION OF HUNTING ECONOMY
IN GALICIA IN THE EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY

Abstract. In the article it is analyzed the influence of the military in the field
of hunting farms in Galicia in early twentieth century. In particular, it is ana-
lyzed the peculiarities of the organization of officers hunting societies, their co-
operation with civil hunting societies, lobbying the interests of war-hunters. It
was described the features of organization the hunting of the officers hunting
societies. It was revealed that their organization was influenced by professional
factors which were set in legal documents. It was illustrated cooperation in orga-
nizing joint training events and competitions of marksmanship. It was described
methods of volunteer hunters help to army before the Second World War. It was
illustrated the impact of officer hunting organizations on the humanitarian com-
ponent in organization of hunting of Galicia.

Keywords: military officer, hunt, hunting, hunters, hunting societies, Galicia.
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BIFICBKOBA CKJIAZIOBA B IIYBJIYHOMY YIIPABJITHHI
MHUCIHUBCBKUM TOCIIOJAPCTBOM TAJIMYUHU ITOYATKY XX cr.

AwHoTanis. Y cTarTi mpoaHaTi3oBaHO BILJINB BiliCbKOBOI raTy3i Ha MUCJIUBCHKE
rocrofapcetBo Tammunan moyarky XX cr. 30KpemMa BUCBITIEHO 0COOJUBOCTI Op-
raizairii oilepchbKUX MUCJTUBCHKUX TOBAPUCTB, IXHIO CITIBIIPAIIIO 3 IIUBIIBHUMHI
MUCJIMBCHKUMU TOBapUCTBAMU, IOOIIOBAaHHS IHTEPECiB BIlIChKOBUX-MUCJIMBIB,
TaKOK 0COOJIMBOCTI opraHisailii moJoBaHb B 0(illepChbKUX MUCJUBCHKUX TOBA-
pUCTBax, Ta SIK Ha Iie BIJIMBAIOTh MPodeciiiii YNHHUKH, 3aKPiTlJIeHI B HOPMaTHB-
HO-TIPABOBUX JIoOKyMeHTaX. [IpoimocTpoBaHo CIiBIIpaIlio B opraHisaitii CriJibHUX
TPeHyBaHb, 3MaraHb Ta KOHKYPCIB i3 BIy4HOI cTpiabOu. Haeneno criocobu Bo-
JIOHTEPCHKOI JIOTIOMOTH MUCJUBILIB apMmii tiepes modatkoM /[pyroi CBiToBOI Biii-
HU. AHAJII3YyEThCA BIJIUB O(DIlePChKUX MUCJUBChKUX OPTaHi3alliil Ha r'yMaHiTap-
HY CKJIQJIOBY TIPM OpraHi3ailii MUCJINBCHKOTO TociolapcTBa [amnamHm.

Kmo4oBi cioBa: BilicbKOBUI, odiliep, MUCIUBCTBO, ITOJIOBAHHS, TOBAPHUCTBA
MUCJHUBIIB, [annunna.

BOEHHAA COCTABJIAIOIIAA B IIYBJIMYHOM YIIPABJIEHUN
OXOTHUYBUM XO3AMCTBOM TAJIMUHNHBI HAYAJIA XX B.

AnHoTtamusg. B craTtbe mpoaHAIM3WUPOBAHO BJIMSHUE BOEHHOH OTpaciau Ha
OXOTHUYBbE X034icTBO lanmmumnbl Havyasma XX B. B 4acTHOCTH OCBeIeHbI 0CO-
OGEHHOCTH OpraHM3anuy OMUIEPCKUX OXOTHHYBUX OOIIECTB, UX COTPYAHUYECT-
BO C TPa’kJaHCKUMU OXOTHUYBMMU 00IecTBaMU, 1000UPOBaHIEe MHTEPECOB BO-
eHHBIX-OXOTHUKOB, a TakKe 0COOEHHOCTH OpPTaHW3al[Mi OXOThI B O(UIIEPCKUX
OXOTHUYBUX OOIIECTBAX U KAKOE BJIMSHUE HA 9TO OKA3bIBAIOT MPOdECCUOHAIb-
HbIe (haKTOPBI, 3aKPeTIeHHbIE B HOPMAaTHBHO-TIPABOBBIX JIOKyMeHTax. [Iponiio-
CTPUPOBAHO COTPYAHUYECTBO B OPTAaHMU3AIIMN COBMECTHBIX TPEHHUPOBOK, COPEB-
HOBaHUI 1 KOHKYPCOB TI0 METKO#1 cTpesibbe. HaBemeHbl criocoObl BOJIOHTEPCKOM
MOMOIIM OXOTHUKOB apMUM Tiepe]; HauasoM BTtopoit MupoBoii BoiiHbl. AHaiu-
3UpYyeTcst BAUSHUE OPUIIEPCKUX OXOTHUYBMX OPraHU3aIMil Ha T'YMaHUTAPHYIO
COCTABJISIONIYIO TIPY OPTaHU3AIIUMA OXOTHUYBETO X03sHCTBA [aIMInHBbI.

KmoueBble cioBa: BoeHHBI, oduIilep, 0X0Ta, 0X0Ta, 00IECTBa OXOTHUKOB,
Tlannunna.

Problem statement. Hunting is and military sector makes it possible to

influenced by various sectors of social
production, convention rules, regional
culture, etc. Related sectors are of spe-
cial importance. Partnership and coop-
eration improve their efficiency. The
research of the positive historical ex-
perience of cooperation in the hunting

use it under the conditions of contem-
porary Ukraine.

Analysis of recent research studies
and publications. These problems have
been expressed in the periodicals of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, namely:
in the magazine Lowiec (“Hunter”),
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which was published in Lviv as a press
organ of the Galician Hunting Soci-
ety since January 10, 1878, “Lowiec
Polski” (“Polish Hunter”), which was
published in Warsaw as a press organ
of the Kaiser Proper Hunting Society
of Poland since 1899; in the newspa-
per Gazeta lwowska (Lviv Newspaper),
Opiekun zwierzat (Animal Caretaker),
the specialized calendars for hunters.

Study objective. To identify the in-
fluence of the military profession on the
organization of public management of
the hunting sector. To investigate the
positive aspects of hunting and military
sector cooperation.

The major task of the study is find-
ing the provisions of law which regu-
lated the engagement of the members
of the military in hunting, the practice
of enforcement of these provisions, the
peculiarities of officer hunting socie-
ties’ activities, the cooperation between
hunting and officer societies in orga-
nizing the shooting competitions, the
hunters’ volunteer movement to sup-
port the army.

Study subject is the system of influ-
ence of the military component on the
public management of the hunting sec-
tor of Galicia during the studied period.

Statement of basic material. On
the 1 of January 1938 the Polish Hunt-
ing Association put forward an initia-
tive to collect the used cartridges (cas-
es) from smooth-bore and rifled guns
for the needs of the army. Its appeal
“Used ammunition — to the National
Defense Fund”, found a broad response
across the entire country, because Po-
land did not produce metal from which
the weapons were manufactured.

For hunters it was very easy because
until that time all used cartridges were

thrown into the garbage or collected by
game driving men, to sell to poachers
or Jewish merchants [1, p. 65—67]. The
latter even organized a successful busi-
ness: they bought all proposed cartridg-
es, sorted according to the caliber and
sold. The price of a new cartridge was
15 groszes, and of the fired cartridge —
only 2-3 groszes, but each contained 2
grams of pure copper. Providing that on
average every hunter buys 200 ammuni-
tion items every year, and there were 50
thousand of hunters in Poland at that
time, it means that they used 10 million
cartridges, that is, 20 tons of copper |2,
p. 216—218]. It should be added that in
the prewar Poland shooting sport was
very popular, and a lot of ammunition
was used at shooting grounds, which
was extra 50 %. However, the eastern
part of Poland, i. e. our lands did not par-
ticipate too actively in this campaign.
So the hunting chiefs got instructions
from the society how to organize the
collection of cartridges after hunting
properly. In order to do that they ap-
pointed a responsible drover who after
each game drive approached all hun-
ters and collected cartridges from them
[3, p. 56]. The Polish Association of
Hunting Societies organized the pro-
duction of special bags bearing the
inscription “National Defense Fund”,
which it gave out to the owners of the
large hunting farms to put the cartridg-
es into them after hunting [4, p. 737].
Major Henrik Pikheta from Kolomyia
obliged hunters to hand over used
cartridges to the nearest military sta-
tion, and they received an appropriate
receipt for doing it. Such a collection
mechanism was approved by a corre-
sponding order of the Ministry of De-
fense of Poland [5, p. 59].
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Besides, hunting periodicals pub-
lished appeals to hunters to help the
army.

In particular, the newspaper “Po-
lish Hunter” urged not only to give cart-
ridges for scrap metal to the National
Defense Fund but to combat poaching
in such a manner [6, p. 69]. It was pro-
posed to specifically damage the car-
tridges before submitting, since there
were cases when dishonest military of-
ficers resold them to hunters because a
cartridge can be used two or three times
[7, p. 323-324].

The Polish Association of Hunt-
ing Societies organized the printing of
leaflets which were put into each pack-
age of ready-made cartridges, with a
reminder to hand over used cartridges
to the National Defense Fund [8, p. 32].

The Ministry of Communications
has released from payment of fee the
postal items with used cartridges sent
to the National Defense Fund. In fact,
since the beginning of 1939, hunters
got the right to send their gifts free of
charge to the National Defense Fund,
located at: Warsaw, Marszalkowska
street, 17 [9, p. 317].

However, not only Polish hunters
donated money to the fund. It is known
that Scholberg, a Belgian citizen, sent
a rare hunting rifle to the fund, which
was later sold at a specialized auction
[10, p. 419]. The people of art also took
part in supporting the army. Famous
performers, like Ukrainian artists to-
day, performed at concerts, the collec-
ted money were sent to the defense
fund [11, p. 2].

The Krakow writers’ office decided
that every writer should write a poem
or a short novel, the remuneration for
which had to be sent to the fund. The

writers were also proposed to organize
and participate in literature readings
for free [12, p. 3].

The professionalism of the military
members and hunters is evident from
the precision of shooting. Thus the
public administration policy of the Se-
cond Polish Republic approved of the
involvement of hunters in military af-
fairs. According to the historical sourc-
es, public authorities organized for this
purpose joint competitions for military
members and hunters. The cooperation
of hunters and military officers has al-
ready taken place under the rule of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire.

In 1902 the Officers’ Shooting Soci-
ety invited the members of the Galician
Hunting Society to participate in com-
petitions for the precision of shooting,
whichin 1902 took place in Lvivon May
28, June 12 and 16, July 10 and 24 and
August 7 and 16 [13, p. 134]. In 1904
the officers invited the hunters to par-
ticipate in the competitions which took
place in Lviv on June 23, July 6 and 7,
August 4 [14, p. 145]. To encourage the
participation in the shooting precision
competition the Officers’ Shooting So-
ciety bought a number of awards for the
contest participants [15, p. 138—139],
which included: a silver cigarette case,
a lighter [16, p. 149-150], the golden
watch “Omega”, which was awarded to
the winner of the competition — Albert
Mnishek [17, p. 166—167]. Apart from
the scheduled competitions held by the
Officers’ Shooting Society it also orga-
nized competitions during the conven-
tions of the Galician Hunting Society,
in particular during the IX convention
(1905) [18, p. 161-162], X convention
(1906) [19, p. 169-170], [20, p. 143],
[21, p. 165—166]. Moreover, the Offi-
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cers’ Shooting Society found financial
resources and awarded the winner with
agolden watch [22, p. 167] and a bronze
statuette of a shooter [23, p. 134—135].

Beside Lviv, other Galician cities
also held shooting competitions. In
particular, this sports has gained great
popularity in Stryi, where in August
1923 the demonstration shooting of the
mountain division was held at the train-
ing ground in Zawadow. Besides mili-
tary officers, hunters also participated,
but only the members of Malopolske
Hunting Society [24, p. 123]. In Stryi
on July 5, 1924 the officers from the
sixth infantry regiment also practiced
shooting together with the members
of Malopolske Hunting Society [25,
p. 118]. In Rzeszéw the military shoot-
ing society invited the local members
of Galician Hunting Society to partici-
pate in the shooting competition which
took place on the 1 of July 1908 [26,
p. 155]. Also, joint shooting competi-
tions took place in Lviv on September
97-28,1924 [27, p. 172] and on July 30,
1931. Officers’ demonstration shoot-
ings were held at the military shooting
training ground in Lviv, and the mem-
bers of Malopolske Hunting Society
were invited to participate in them [28,
p. 2]. In May 1928 in Stanislaviv the
military authorities organized a shoot-
ing competition for hunters and mili-
tary members. Ordinary participants
had to pay 5 zloty, military — 1 zloty,
the winner got the award of Stanislaviv
Voivode [29, p. 156].

The Galician public was shocked
by the disgraceful behaviour of the
Krakow military station officers dur-
ing shooting precision competitions.
Thus, on February 25, 1892 at the local
shooting ground the officers practiced
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accurate shooting using alive animals as
their targets.

To do this they used birds, cats,
dogs, and even a domestic pig. They
even involved local teenagers into their
criminal activities who for payment
caught for them stray cats or even stole
domestic ones from their owners |30,
p. 47]. It is paradoxical, but the shoot-
ing training also had negative effects for
hunting, because the shooting grounds
required large areas. Thus, for shooting
training in Dolynsky county the mili-
tary officials planned to arrange in 1925
the military training ground at the area
of 10 thousand hectares.

These actions caused energetic dis-
content of the hunters’ community in
the newspaper “Hunter”, because the
territory which in the article with the
provocative title “The best hunting
areas of the Subcarpathia will disap-
pear soon!??” was called the hunting
enclave had wonderful conditions for
game propagation, there hunters got
a few dozens of wild boars during one
hunting [31, p. 104—-105].

In addition to practicing at a shoot-
ing ground the military officers did not
miss an opportunity to practice their
shooting skills in game hunting. This is
evidenced by numerous officers” hunt-
ing societies that existed in the interwar
period. Historical sources indicate that
the hunters-military officers actively
participated in the public life of hunters.

In 1922 in Przemysl was organized
the “Officers’ Hunting Club” [32,
p. 124]. The military clubs not only
tried to influence the authorities for
lobbying the hunting interests, but also
united the military hunters to arrange
hunting. The Officers’ Hunting Club
in 1929 was admitted as an associate




member of Malopolske Hunting So-
ciety which expanded its activities in
Galicia [33, p. 78]. The officers, besides
the active participation in the hunters’
public life, provided help according to
their possibilities.

So, for example, on February 27,
1927 in Lviv the officer’s casino prem-
ises hosted the hunters’ assembly of
Malopolske Hunting Society atten-
ded by 150 hunters. Among them were
many generals and colonels [34, p.].
Besides, the Officers’ Hunting Club in
Lviv invited 10 hunters from among
military officers to become its mem-
bers. They pointed out that the active
officers, reserve officers and military
pensioners had the prerogative right
for admission. The membership in the
organization granted the right to hunt
in the hunting areas which the club had
on lease [35, p. 129].

With the assistance of the head of
Sambir county in 1930 in the county an
officers’ hunting society was organized
[36, p. 287]. To organize hunting for the
society members the hunting grounds
in the territory of the Biskovichi vil-
lage of Sambir county were provided
to it for use [37, p. 90], [38, p. 84]. It is
known that in the territory of Galicia,
similar societies operated in the city
Gorodok [39, p. 83], and Dgbica, only

officers being the members of the soci-
ety [40, p. 146]. At the territory of the
Second Polish Republic the officers’
societies also operated in Welykopol-
ske Voivodeship — the “Union of the
Reserve Officers of the Western Lands”
[41, p. 132], in Gdansk the officers’ so-
ciety included 15 members [42 p. 90],
as well as in Warsaw [43, p. 101-105].

From the press accounts of the time
it is evident that the invited hunters
ranged from 1/6 to the half of all people
participating in a hunt. It is noted that
most often the officers were the guests.
Because of the specific character of the
military service associated with the fre-
quent change of the place of residence,
it was difficult for them to become
members of a hunting society and to
participate in its work [44, p. 5].

After the First World War the in-
struction courses for training of hunt
and forest protectors from among the
military veterans with service-connec-
ted disabilities were organized in Bi-
lyany near Krakow.

In 1916 the first 26 candidates com-
pleted the courses [45, p. 60—61]. This
fact confirms that the military profes-
sion is most similar to the hunting sec-
tor.

The officers contributed to the
cultural development of hunting. In

OFICERSKI KLUB MYSLIWSKI WE LWOWIE

oglasza 10 wolnych miejsc czlonkowskich i zaprasza

P. T. Mysliwych do wpisania sig na czlonkéw. — Pierw-

szenstwo maja oficerowie czynni w rezerwie lub eme-

ryci, wzglednie osoby cywilne ma]qce tereny lowieckie.

Zgloszenia, oraz informacje, przyjmuje i udziela tylko

pisemnie sekretarz Klubu em. kpt. Nerunowicz, Lwéw,
Piekarska 17

— e ——
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particular, in Przemysl in the officers’
casino under the supervision of the cap-
tain Vladyslav Kobylyanskyy operated
the officers” hunting library, where out
of 4497 books 88 ones were devoted to
hunting subjects. Malopolske Hunting
Society encouraged to follow the ex-
ample of the captain Kobylyanskyy [46,
p. 126].

The specific character of the military
service also resulted in the regulatory
affairs. The hunters who were the army
officers, the police officers and border
guards being the members of the Polish
Association of Hunting Societies were
not subject to the arbitration (com-
rades’) court of the society. The hunt-
ers’ misconduct and conflicts involving
officers were considered by the military
comrades’ courts [47, p. 146—147]. If
they violated the hunting regulations,
the officers-hunters were responsible
not only before the criminal and the
civil laws but also before the comrades’
court of honour [48, p. 297].

Two years before the Second World
War, an exhibition of trophies was or-
ganized in Berlin, which with the con-
sent of the local commandant's office
and the military authorities could be
attended by the active officers and the
reserve officers [49, p. 182]. During the
occupation of the territory of Volyn in
1916—1918 individual hunting was per-
mitted for the officers wearing uniform
[50, p. 248-249].

Conclusions. State government au-
thorities need to use the positive histo-
rical experience of volunteer move-
ments in Galicia aimed at strengthen-
ing the national security and law and
order of the state. Taking into account
the professional membership of people
when engaging them in volunteer ac-
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tivities contributes to the motivating
of the engaged people and improves the
efficiency of their work.

In particular, hunters can be engaged
to maintain law and order in their pla-
ces of permanent residence, taking into
account their professional potential —
the skillful weapon handling,

It is found that at the territory of
the Second Polish Republic there was
a large number of officers’ and military
hunting societies, the activities of which
differed from civil hunting societies and
had a specific character, based on the
closed nature of the military sector.

It has been shown that for military
hunters the arrangement of hunt and
joining the community-based hunters’
organizations had their particular char-
acter and were subject to individual
regulatory acts.

It is found that the military sector
influenced significantly the organiza-
tion of hunting in Galicia in the hu-
manitarian area which found its expres-
sion in the arrangement of shooting
competitions and specialized libraries
together with civil hunters.
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